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Viganò Mario srl since over thirty years is operating
in the field of treatment and ennobling of surfaces.
The production includes machines for buffing and polishing of high gloss surfaces, machines for hot stamping with transfer film and machines for the application of plastic protective film on flat surfaces.

Hall 3 – Stand B53

Viganò Mario srl
Via Volta, 62/a I-22060 Arosio (CO)
phone +39 031 763201 fax +39 031 763611
www.viganomario.it - info@viganomario.it
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T

imes are still tough, but the world
keeps going on.
Panic is now useless, optimism against
all odds makes no sense. Some comfort is brought by the fact that trouble shared, is
a trouble halved... the entire world is walking on
the thin line of survival.
But we carry on. Making mistakes, making attempts, trying to understand.
For most, if not all of us, the true problem is that
we have been presumptuous, we thought we
could live in a situation that would last forever, a
sort of unchanging scenario. Now we have to
carry on, willing or not. We are back looking for
solutions, watching everything around us with utmost attention, taking even the smallest chance.
Outlook! Finally! Thinking, analyzing, imagining!
If we needed such a heavy blow to understand
that we must believe in what we do, that we need
to be passionate, that we must look further than
the tip of our poor nose, maybe it wasn’t all bad,
whatever the price we will have to pay.
Not everything ends well, and some partnerships are broken, however others are born (see
article about the new adventure between Giben
and the Anderson Group on page 38, or the
Hightech Group experience on page 36) and
new windows open up on the future.

The furniture and interior design exhibition in
Cologne (page 62) has come to an end, just like
Made (on page 70) and in a few weeks’ time we
will all meet again at the Saloni in Milan (article
on page 32). Also for these giants, these are not
easy times, but they hold on and keep on doing
their job without too serious consequences.
In this issue, we also start a journey through
Russia (on page 59), on the tracks of Italian
technologies by Scm Group in a market that, we
are sure, will still give us great satisfaction.
Italian woodworking technology is experiencing
a dramatic year (on page 26) and the next edition of Xylexpo will not be on history records
(page 28), yet it will still carry on with dignity –
and maybe a bit of perspective – in doing its job
and providing a showcase for a very confused
industry, too much confused...
Also Italianwoodtech continues to do its job,
with increased rigor and the clear will to be always useful to a made-in-Italy industry that will
soon recover lost time and space. We have already written what we are going to do and what
we think about it: practical approach, perspective. And, allow us, a touch of style. ■

ECONOMY
Machine tool: further drop in the order index

news

The machine tool order index in the
fourth quarter of 2009 is still in the
negative, registering an 8.8 percent
drop, compared to the same period
in the previous year. Thus the absolute index stands at 74.9 (2005
base=100). This is what emerges
from the data elaborated by the
studies department of Ucimu-Sistemi per produrre, the association of
Italian manufacturers of machine
tools, robots, automation and auxiliary technologies.
This survey shows the further extension of the negative trend in order
gathering for Italian machine tools
manufacturers, in decline for the last
six months. Although the intensity of
the decrease seems to be waning,
recovery appears slow and difficult.
On the other hand, for the first time
in eighteen months, the survey re-

veals diverging trends in the Italian
and foreign markets.
Compared to foreign markets, the
index of Italian manufacturers’ confirmed orders highlights a 22.8 percent drop, compared to the same
period in the previous year, the absolute value of the index thus stands
at 66.9. Domestically, however, the
index of order gathering starts to rise
again by 12.1 percent, equivalent to
the absolute index value of 82.3, sustained and driven – as was predicted
– by the effects of the Tremonti-Ter
measure. Annual data shows a contraction of confirmed orders equal to
46.9 percent compared to 2008, for
an absolute value of the index of
60.6, comparable to that surveyed in
1993.
For more information:
www.ucimu.it. ■

MARKETS
Wood pellet in North America

EVENTS
Ahec at Interzum Moscow

There has been a rapid expansion in
wood pellet capacity in North America the past five years, from just
over one million tons in 2004 to over
six million tons in 2009, according to
a recent report
from the Usda forest service. British
Columbia was the
first region to take
advantage of inexpensive sawmill
residues and to produce wood pellets for the fast growing European
market. The dramatic expansion has
resulted in higher costs for sawdust
and wood chips in the regions with
the greatest growth, including Western Us and Canada. ■

The American hardwood export
council (Ahec) is taking its promotional and marketing messages to the
Russian market for the first time
when it participates in Interzum
Moscow from 12-15 May 2010. Ahec
will coordinate a 200 square meters
“American Hardwood” pavilion.
So far nine Ahec members have
taken booth space.
A generic information area run by
Ahec staff will include lumber grading demonstrations conducted by
Bob Sabistina, Ahec consultant and
former chief inspector of the National hardwood lumber association
(Nhla).
For more information www.americanhardwood.org. ■

Hydraulic
systems
ENVIRONMENT
The supports of Japan

COMPANIES
Dieffenbacher at Xylexpo

The ministry of agriculture, forestry
and fisheries released forestry and forest industry revitalization plan: from
a concrete society to a wood society. Placing importance on a developmental strategy based on the environment, this plan makes a point of
planning for the revitalization of
forestry management and the timber
industry and for regional revitalization,
which includes employment, by centering on strengthening stability in supplying lumber. With the plan also targeting a self-sufficiency percentage
of 50 percent for timber by 2020 and
expanding lumber production from the
current 18 million cubic meters annually to 40-50 million cubic meters,
it is expected to be a large measure
of support for forestry management
and the timber industry. ■

The Dieffenbacher Group – global
supplier of complete production systems for manufacturing wood materials such as particleboards, mdf, hdf,
osb, lvl as well as doorskins and pel-

BUILDINGS
A new building for Mattarei
Mattarei Group (www.mattarei.it) – an
Italian company based in Montorio
(Verona) specializing in the production
of buildings and roofs in timber frame
– built the Experimental center in Farra d'Alpago, near Belluno, with an area
of 260 square metres. Commissioned
by the fisherman association of Alpago and by the town and financed by
Regione Veneto and Provincia, the
work is part of a rehabilitation initiative
for that zone.
Mattarei Group realized the new building beside of a small edifice used in the
past as a boats depot and now
changed into a workshop.
The building, made in wood and cement, has a vertical sequencing of
structural frames and large windows
that face directly on the water. ■

letizing systems – will be presenting its
products and services from 4 to 8 May
2010 at the Xylexpo – the biennial world
exhibition dedicated to woodworking
technologies and furniture supplies –
in Milan, hall 10, stand 81. Dieffenbacher is presenting environmentally
friendly and efficient machines.
Decades of experience with many reference projects worldwide and in Italy
in particular enables the Dieffenbacher
Group to offer its customers groundbreaking solutions. ■

EVENTS
Tosm 2010: ict protagonist
Tosm (Turin software and systems
meeting) is an expo event, arrived at
3rd edition and organized by Torino
chamber of commerce and ict group
of Unione industriale of Turin. Toms
aims at promoting and improving the
matching among ict entrepreneurs
and enterprises that search in ict concrete answers for competitiveness.
In 2009 Toms registered more than
3300 visitors, 120 exhibitors, 12 operators from Europe and Middle East,
more than 130 b2b meeting and more
than 60 company workshops.
For more information: www.toms.it. ■

www.scoda.it

NEWS

BUILDINGS
New plant for Catas

CONTESTS
Thonet photo competition

ASSOCIATIONS
New Hellenic association

The works for the new plant of Catas
(www.catas.it) – research and development centre and testing laboratory for the wood and furniture industry – have been started; the
building will be near the laboratories
and the offices in San Giovanni al
Natisone, near Udine.
For an investment of three million euros, the new two-floor plant will cover an area of 2800 square metres and
it will contain the chemical department, technicians and all the equipment that now are in Pradamano
plant. The end of the works is forecast
for the end of 2010. ■

Thonet photo competition “214 x
214: a chair the world over” ended.
The decision of the jury was not easy:
more than 300 images from 19 countries had to be judged and brought into
a sequence. Remarkable is the variety
and the quality of the submissions, also
the stories behind are very exciting and
emotional. For this reason the jury has
decided to honor 16 additional images
to the 20 winners with a special mention. The jury assigned the first prize to
the picture presented by two architects
from Berlin, Martin and Christa
Schönherr: the pictures represents a
grandfathers seated on a number 14
Thonet in front of his nephew seated
on a 14 K Thonet for babies.
You can find all the winner pictures at
www.thonet.de/en/photo-contestinformation.html. ■

The majority of the greek manufacturers and importers of woodworking
machines have recently announced
the creation of the Hellenic Association of manufacturers and importers of wood processing machinery and tools. The association’s temporary name is Kemexyl.
The first decision of the association
members is not to participate in any
Greek fair in 2010. Not only; they are
also asking for understanding from
the organizers of the Athens fair
Medwood 2010 – scheduled from 2225 April – for non-participation in the
forthcoming exhibition. They also request the return of advance payments
to some members.
For further information:
info@nikolaidismachines.com and
polymnia@hol.gr. ■

EVENTS
Unece/Fao workshop
The Unece/Fao timber section is coorganizing together with the economic research and statistics Division
of the Wto secretariat, and with the financial support from the Permanent
representation of the kingdom of the
Netherlands, a one day workshop in
Geneva on 23 March 2010 on emerging trade measures in timber markets. It will be followed by the meeting of the Unece/Fao working party on
forest economics and statistics on 24
March 2010.
For more information http://timber.unece.org/index.php?id=270. ■

ENVIRONMENT
Renewable energy by the pulp and paper industry
Over the past few years, there has been a rapid, worldwide expansion in the
consumption of renewable energy by the pulp and paper industry. Numerous
pulp and paper plants have made the strategic decision to invest in the equipment needed to make the switch from fossil fuels to woody biomass fuels. Global consumption of biomass increased by 51 percent between 2006 and 2009,
according to an analysis done with FisherSolve™ (Fisher International). The annual consumption of biomass used for energy generation by the global pulp industry in 2009 was an estimated 75 million tons. While the biggest increases
have occurred in Latin America and Asia/Oceania, mills in North America and
Europe are still the largest users of biomass material. ■
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SURVEYS
Cnfma members: statistical report for Q4 2009

FIGURES
Italy of the fairs

According to the survey by Cnfma –
China national forestry machinery
association – as compared to the
same period of
2008, orders for the
fourth quarter 2009
increased according to 80.13 percent
of the interviewees,
decreased for 11.54
percent, and remained stable according to 8.33 percent. Domestic orders increased according to 85.9 percent, fell according to 7.05 percent and was stationary for 7.05 percent. Orders from for-

The Italian fair industry had a good
reaction to the economic crisis. This
is the most important consideration
emerged from the Cfi-Agenzia of
Confindustria report, that has been
recently presented in Milan.
According to the figures elaborated
by Ufi (the International fair association), in 2008 109 million of square
meters of exhibition area were sold,
for a total of 31,400 events organized. In this contest, Italy is the forth
Country with 6,5 million of exhibition fit out area after United States
(25 million square meters), China
(12,3 million) and Germany (9,3
million). ■

eign markets was considered as stationary by 13.46 percent of the sample, falling by 51.28 percent and increasing by 35.26
percent.
According to the survey, sales amount
remain stable for
45.51 percent of the
interviewees, increased for 4.49,
and decreased for
50 percent. 31.41
percent of the sample indicates stationary production in the fourth quarter, 50 percent growing and 18.59 percent decreasing. ■

NEWS

EVENTS
Wood-based panel symposium

SEMIFINISHED PRODUCTS
Sicam surpasses its first edition

Following the great success of the
previous Wood-based panel Symposium, Epf is organising the 7th
edition of this technical conference
this year, which is intended to serve
as a forum for the industry and supplying industries. This symposium
will again be organised in co-operation with Wki-Fraunhofer Institut für
Holzforschung and with the support
of Feic and Feropa. The event will
take place in the Maritim airport
hotel in Hanover, Germany, on 13-15
October 2010.
For more information:
www.europanels.eu. ■

Still eight months to go before the
start of the second edition of Sicam
– International exhibition for components, semifinished products and
accessories for the furniture industry – to be held in Pordenone, on
20th-23rd October 2010 – and, according with the organizers, already
250 companies have confirmed
their participation, and will occupy
more than 75 percent of the nine
pavilions of the Fiera di Pordenone
site. The list of exhibitors is always
available online at the www.exposicam.it/english/elencoespositori.asp updated in real time.
It is an appointment not to be
missed. This is the core message of
the intense promotional campaign

DESIGN
Good news for Italian design
Important sentence in defence of
Italian design. And the protagonist
is the famous lamp “Arco” designed
by Achille and Pier Giacomo Castiglioni for Flos in the Sixties. This
lamp has been protect against the
copyright violation by House World,
a Chinese traders company based
near Florence.
The Florentine court acknowledged
the copyright in favour of Flo and
sentenced House world to pay a
fine of 40 thousand euros. Then the
copy-lamp by House World won’t
be produced and commercialized
anymore. ■

which the organizers of the fair have
undertaken.
The organizers have already announced Wednesday, 19th to Saturday, 22nd October as the dates for
2011. “We want to contribute to the
success of our exhibitors – was the
comment of the fair’s organizer,
Carlo Gobbi – bringing ahead a
very clear project. Some of them
wish to exhibit their products in fairs
addressing diverse sectors of the
furniture industry. Starting from 2011,
these faires will take place in October. We have retained it as our obligation to choose a location that
would allow them to pursue their selected strategies, in a spirit of absolute cooperation”. ■

EVENTS
Despite the crisis Iwf moves forward
Despite the potential loss of more
than one-third of its 2008 exhibitor
base, Iwf management – the international woodworking machinery &
furniture supply fair-Usa that will be
held August 25-28 at the Georgia
world congress center in Atlanta –
said it is moving forward, with 700
contracted exhibitors committed to
the biennial show. “It’s difficult out
there and we understand the challenges everyone is facing as the
whole industry looks for ways to
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move from treading water to heading
upstream. The fact is, we have 700
companies that are making a strong
statement by deciding to invest their
marketing dollars in Iwf 2010 to reach
their potential buyers and we will do
everything we can to ensure they do”,
said Riccardo Azzoni, Iwf 2010 chairman and president of Atlantic machinery corp. Biesse, Delmac, Stiles
Machinery and Weinig are some of the
companies that cancelled their Iwf
participation. ■
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FAST

the quick
SOLUTION
to warehousing
issues

FAST is the revolutionary and patented system
that CASSIOLI speciﬁcally offers to furniture
manufacturing companies. The storing and the
orders executing systems are able to handle
automatically items characterised by considerable
variability of shape, weight, packaging type and
size.

HANDLING AND
INDUSTRIAL AUTOMATION

New FAST operating methodology based on justin-time production plan-sharing and the original
device for packages handling on the shelves
(assembled and not assembled furniture, etc.)
represent the new technological borderline to
face up to the next challenges on the furniture
production industry.

CASSIOLI srl - Loc. Guardavalle, 63 - 53049 Torrita di Siena (Siena) Tel. +39 0577 684511 - Fax +39 0577 686084
www.cassioli.com - info@cassioli.com

NEWS

MARKETS
Brazil: lumber exports

FLOORS
Made in Italy at Burj Dubai

PAINTS
"Hydro Gold" by Sayerlack

Lumber exports from Brazil have fallen 45 percent in two years, resulting
in reduced demand for sawlogs and
lower log prices, reports Wood Resource Quarterly. Softwood sawlog
prices in Brazil in 4Q/09 were down
11 percent from their peak in 2008 because of weak export lumber markets,
but they were still over 300 percent
higher than six years ago. ■

Listone Giordano (www.listonegiordano.com), important Italian company based in Miralduolo di Torgiano (Perugia) and specialising in
the production of wooden floors, has
recently supplied Armani Hotel (18
floors) with 10 thousand square metres of parquet and 450 apartments
and penthouses with over 40 thousand square metres of parquet in the
Burj Dubai (United Arab Emirates),
the tallest skyscraper in the world. The
building is tall more than 800 metres
for 162 floors and has an area of 344
thousand square metres. In the Burj
Dubai there are 354 residential apartments, 237 suite, hotel rooms, offices,
jim and also a mosque. ■

Important anniversary
for Sayerlack (www.sayerlack.it). Ten 10 years
ago or so, it was born
"Hydro Gold", the range
of paints for windows
patented and guaranteed
up to 12 years. A door is constantly
exposed to outside attacks by atmospheric and biological agents
(fungi, molds, insects). To guarantee
protection from damaging agents, the
paint must be able: to shield the wood
from most powerful radiations; to limit
water and humidity absorption; to
have a flexibility adapting itself to the
wood dimensional changes; and to
preserve wood from attack of biological agents. But not only, because all
these paint properties must have a
guaranteed life time. To meet these
needs, Sayerlack, in collaboration
with leading research institutes, created the "Hydro Gold" paints. ■

FORESTS
Two major milestones for Fsc
During the World forestry congress
(Wfc) in Buenos Aires, Fsc (Forest
stewardship council) celebrated two
major milestones. The first one was
the 1,000th forest management certificate issued to Associação de
agricultores de charneca, a small
farmers association in Chamusca,
Portugal. The certificate covers 4535
hectares and harvesting of both timber and non-timber forest.
Nearly thirty Fsc chain of custody
certificates were issued around the
world last year to mark the 15,000th
CoC milestone. The certificates were
issued in Italy, China, United States,
India, Germany, The Netherlands,
Hungary, and Hong Kong, among
other several other countries, by a
number of Fsc accredited certification bodies. The milestone is relevant
to the diversity of companies and
countries where Fsc certification has
become a driving factor in market
success. Globally, over 118 million
hectares of forests around are certified to Fsc standards, and Fsc forest
management and chain of custody
certificates are issued in over 100
countries worldwide.
www.fsc.org. ■

FURNITURE
Made in Italy conquers Chad
Presotto (www.presottoindustriemobili.com) – a company based in Maron
di Brugnera, near Pordenone, and
specialising in furniture production –
will provide the library and the national
museum of N´Djamena, Chad capital, with all the furniture. The order,
with a value of two million euros, consists in the realization of a customized furniture system and also in
the realization of a precious display
cabinet for the “toumai”, the skull of
the most antique hominid in the
world and that dates back to seven
million years ago. The furniture consists in bookcases, display cabinets, bar, meeting rooms, laboratories
and technical rooms. The order consists also in the realization of furniture
solutions for ten luxury villas in N’Djamena, destined for the accommodation of the sheiks during the institutional meetings. ■
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ASSOCIATIONS
The new Femb president
Michele Falcone, Assufficio councilor, has been recently appointed
president of Femb, the European federation that joints office furniture producers.
“Even if this is a difficult moment, I’m
honored to have received this important assignment – said Michele
Falcone – Finding a cohesion between the different exigencies of
the Federation Countries members,
changing Femb in a referent for
Bruxelles and providing reliable European market analysis are three of
the most important objectives of my
program. I hope to finish them during my two years mandate”. ■

Photo by Stefano Cattelan

Stream B1 MDS Flexible and Fast.
The new Stream MDS squares, measures and edgebands in rapid and ﬂexible way.
The new squaring module is applied to a standard single-side edgebander.
Productivity: high quality standards and fast feed are performed using top technology
units. Versatility: zero-setup times processing any type of material, with any kind of
glues and edges. Automation: Stream MDS can be integrated in an automatic cell
equipped with a panel return system.

Technodomus, 20-24 April 2010, Rimini Italy
Biesse S.p.A. - Via della Meccanica, 16 - 61122 Pesaro (Italy) - Tel. +39 0721 439100 - Fax +39 0721 439150
biesse.sales@biesse.com - www.biesse.com

NEWS

COMPANIES
Success in China for Gazzotti

COMPANIES
Holz-Her Reich

COMPANIES
The new Rekord website

it is continuing the internationalization
process of Gazzotti (www.gazzotti.it),
important Italian company specializing
in the parquet production. The company exports in 40 Countries as South
korea, Turkey, Russia, Hungary, Rumania and France. Not only. Gazzotti
consolidated its presence in China
through the opening of a new showroom in Shanghai. And in the next three
years, other 14 showrooms will be
opened in the main Chinese cities. The
next one will be in the middle of this
year in Hong Kong. Gazzotti has also
received the China Awards 2009, a
prize assigned by the China Italian
Foundation to the Italian companies that
stand out in the Chinese market. ■

The crisis in the mechanical engineering branch for wood-processing
machines has also hit Holz-Her Reich Spezialmascjinen that filed for insolvency on 14 January 2010 with a
turnover down 50 percent in 2009.
But then the company managed,
with the insolvency administrator appointed by insolvency court, to establish a positive prognosis for continuing the business with which the
continuance of the company is assured.
Holz-Her Reich Spezialmascjinen is
continuing with all business activities
for the development, production,
sale and service of the complete
range of products. ■

www.rekordsrl.com is the new website for Rekord, a company based in
Rovereto, near Trento, specializing in
the production of woodworking systems. “The new website – explained
Nicola Pedrotti, sales manager – is
a step of the communication renewal process, that the company has
been realizing for the last years. We
want to be near the customers, interacting with them to give an answer
to their requests”. ■

EVENTS
Meeting of Japan Russian wood products conference

COMPANIES
Business and go Italy

The Japan Russian wood products
conference (chairman Kazuhiro
Tsuzen) held its customary new
year’s meeting at the Royal Park Hotel (Tokyo) on January 12.
Member companies and those in
charge of importing Russian lumber
in trading companies attended the
meeting and engaged in a frank exchange of opinions regarding the local situation in Russia as well as conditions of the domestic market for
Russian lumber products where the
sales volume has been growing at

Business e via Italy (Bev), a new
service for Italian company, has recently born. The bilingual website
has two objectives; the first one is to
help Italian companies to contact
foreign investors and the second
one is to give information and advices to the companies and privates
that want to have business relationships with Italian societies and that
want to open a company.
For more information http://ukinitaly.fco.gov.uk/it/news/?view=News
&id=21806343. ■

a sluggish pace due to the weakening housing demand.
As for Russian logs, the increase in
the export tax to 80 percent was
postponed for another one year at
the end of last year, but the amount
of Russian logs received in Japan in
2009 declined significantly by
around 40 percent compared to
2008. At the same time, since last
summer, the number of new suppliers of products including finished
products has been increasing
sharply. ■

News in real time
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FAIRS
Interwood is carried in 2011

FAIRS
Packed halls for Bau 2011

FAIRS
SurfaceExpo

The organizers announced the postponement of Interwood 2010 exhibition, which was scheduled to be
held from 18 to 21 of March 2010, in
Athens, Greece.
This is due to the economic crisis
and the decision of the, under construction, Panhellenic association of
merchants and manufacturers of
woodworking machinery to not participate in any exhibition of 2010.
Because of that, the organizers
have to make this move to protect
the participants and the reputation
of the event. The exhibition is carried in 2011. ■

According to the organizers, one
year before the start of Bau 2011 –
the trade fair for architecture, materials, systems that will take place between 17 and 22 January at the New
Munich trade fair centre – almost all
the 180 thousand square meters of
exhibition space is booked. Demand
for space at Bau from companies
from Germany and around the world
is stronger than ever before. Once
again over 1,900 exhibitors from 40
Countries will be coming to showcase their products and services.
The exhibition management expects
over 210 thousand visitors from
around 150 Countries to attend.
For more information:
www.bau-muenchen.com. ■

Promoted by Federfinitura in callaboration with Ente Fiera Promoberg,
SurfaceExpo is an important Italian
exhibition dedicated to industrial finishing and surface treatment scheduled from 15 to 18 September at
Bergamo Fiera Nuova
“The new challenge that the Italian
manufacturer must collect – said
Giovanni Bonfiglio, president of SurfaceExpo – is to take the current crisis as a concrete opportunity to
demonstrate their quality in the
global competitor contest. In fact the
foreign companies lack great artistic and craft tradition and technology that we have in Italy”.
For more information:
www.surfaceexpo.it. ■

CONTROL LOGIC
Spark
detector
designed for
dust collection
systems
to protect
storage silos
from the risk
of fire.

Sparks fly
at high speed.
They travel at a hundred kilometres
per hour along the ducts of the dust
collection system and reach the silo
in less than three seconds
The CONTROL LOGIC
SPARK DETECTOR

is faster than
the sparks themselves.
It detects them with its highly
sensitive infrared sensor,
intercepts and extinguishes
them in a flash.
It needs no periodic inspection.
The CONTROL LOGIC system

is designed for “total supervision”.
It verifies that sparks have been
extinguished, gives prompt warning of
any malfunction and, if needed,
cuts off the duct and stops the fan.

ISO 9001
20137 Milano - Italy - Via Ennio, 25
Tel.: +39 02 5410 0818 - Fax +39 02 5410 0764
E-mail: controllogic@controllogic.it - Web: www.controllogic.it

CONTROL LOGIC s.r.l.

NEWS

flash news
EXPOEDILIZIA After success of
the last edition that in spite of the
crisis registered a visitors increasing of 1,2 percent if compared to
2008 edition, Expoedilizia 2010 –
the exhibition dedicated to construction industry organized by Ros
– will take place in Rome from 11st
to 14th of November 2010.
For more information:
www.expoedilizia.it.
VDM For this year, Vdm – the German furniture trade association –
doesn’t forecast considerable variations in the furniture industry
turnover. The results will differ of
plus or minus 3 percent respect
those of 2009.
In 2009 the furniture industry registered a reduction in turnover of 10
percent compared to the last year,
returning to the values of 2006.

WOOD FIBER According to the
Wood resource quarterly, Wood
fiber costs for pulp mills worldwide
increased for the fourth consecutive quarter in the 4Q/09. During
2009, the hardwood wood fiber
price index (hfpi) moved up 15.4
percent if compared to 2008, while
the softwood wood fiber price index
(sfpi) was up 10.5 percent.

FAIRS
Pro domo legno at Edil

FAIRS
The event in Nantes

The 24th Edil 2010-Tech edition –
the exhibition of the technology and
machinery for constructing, architecture and energy savings that will
be held in Bergamo since 8 to 11
April – in collaboration with Koelnmesse will present pro domo
legno, a project that aims to promote the benefits and advantages
offered by wooden houses in Italy
(wellbeing, ecosustainability, energy
savings, German quality, reliability,
durability and reduced construction
times). Pro domo legno is an initiative organized by the German Association of wooden house builders
(Bdf, Bundesverband Deutscher
Fertigbau) and a number of major
German companies with specialize
in this type of production.
For more information:
www.fieraedile.it. ■

Organized by Atlanbois (the Association for the promotion of timber for the
pays de la loire region) and the Nantes,
the 2010 Carrefour International du
Bois will take place from June 2-4 at
the exhibition park “La Beaujoire” in
Nantes, France. The event attracts
great interest both in France and
abroad. It has established itself as a
leading trade show amongst timber
professionals, bringing together over
500 exhibitors and almost 10 thousand
trade visitors from 60 Countries over the
course of three days. The exhibitors at
the Carrefour du Bois are companies
working in first and second timber processing, trade and distribution. French
and foreign sawyers, board manufacturers and traders/importers alone
represent over half of the exhibitors, followed by secondary processing companies and manufacturers of flooring
and building products.
For more information, visit the website www.timbershow.com. ■

FAIRS
Fmc 2010
Furniture manufacturing & supply China 2010 (Fmc 2010) will be
staged alongside Fmc Premium at
the Shanghai New international expo
centre from September 7-10, 2010.
Being a part of Furniture China, Fmc
is one of the largest furniture equipment and material
shows in Asia. Fmc
Premium is a show
especially designed
for high-end manufacturers of furniture
raw materials and components. According to the organizers, today
more than 70 percent of the stands
have been booked.
For more information:
www.fmcchina.com.cn. ■
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FAIRS
Scm doesn’t take part at Iwf
Also Scm Group (www.scmgroup.com) will not take part at the next
edition of Iwf, the international woodworking machinery & furniture supply fair-Usa that will be held August
25-28 at the Georgia world congress
center in Atlanta. Because of the crisis, Scm Group North America decided for the firts time not to
participate at the fair and to destine
the budget to power the services
and to enlarge the Atlanta showroom. ■
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WOOD, MACHINES AND FURNITURE:
JANUARY-SEPTEMBER 2009

observatory

On these pages we present the export figures of major machinerywood-furniture industry manufacturers during the period JanuarySeptember 2009, which clearly
show the difficult period the international manufacturing industry is
going through.
As to the market of woodworking

machinery, Germany confirms its
first position in the ranking among
world’s exporters; note the severe
crisis of Taiwanese production,
which lost almost 50 percent points.
The timber and semifinished
products market (log, sawn timber
and panels) shows a general decline of 30 percent. The United

States remain the major destination
of timber exports worldwide.
The furniture industry shows a minor general decline as compared to
timber and machinery. China is confirmed as the major export country of
furniture with an absolute value
equal to 6,665 million euro during the
period January-September 2009. ■

WOODWORKING MACHINERY EXPORT (January-Sept.2009), (reference index 2006 = 100, in million euros)
Exporters
Germany
Italy
China
Austria
Taiwan

2009
1,110.7
583.4
322.3
197.2
143.6

Var. % 09/08
-45.0
-46.3
-33.0
-39.7
-48.6

Main market
China
France
Usa
Germany
Usa

Source: Ice processing on Gti data, reference codes Nc 846510, 846591, 846592, 846593, 846594,
846595, 846596, 846599, 846692, 84793.

WOOD EXPORT* (January-September 2009), (reference index 2006 = 100, in million euros)
Exporters
China
Germany
Canada
Usa
Brazil

2009
4,988.7
3,838.6
3,364.5
2,221.9
903.6

Var. % 09/08
-23.6
-30.8
-35.8
-25.5
-44.4

Main market
Usa
France
Usa
Canada
Usa

Source: Ice processing on Gti data, reference codes Nc 4401-21, 4501-04, 4601.
* logs, sawnwood, panels.

WOOD FURNITURE EXPORT* (January-September 2009), (reference index 2006 = 100, in million euros)
Exporters
China
Italy
Germany
Usa
France

2009
6,665.9
2,937.1
2,548.9
788.6
663.4

Var. % 09/08
3.8
-23.9
-17.0
-20.9
-23.6

Main market
Usa
France
Netherlands
Canada
Spain

Source: Ice processing on Gti data, reference codes Nc 940150, 940151, 940159, 940161, 940169,
940330, 940340, 940350, 940360, 940380, 940381, 940389.
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FOCUS ON SPAIN
Spain is one of the most affected
countries by the economic crisis exploded at the end of 2008. The Gdp
fell by 3.5 percent in 2009, leaving
much uncertainty on the conclusion
of the year. The decline of industrial
production has been driven by the
collapse of domestic demand.
The negative trade balance has progressively reduced: this is due to the
contraction of investments in machinery, which caused a decrease in
import.
The most severe consequence of
the economic crisis is the unemployment index, which in 2010 will
reach 20 percent. Considering exclusively the population under 25
years of age, the unemployment
share equals 39 percent.
Among the anti-crisis measures in the
near future, the government has decided to prompt domestic demand by
cutting down interest rates.
The industry of woodworking machinery is not strategic and extremely competitive. In fact, in 2008
Spain has exported machinery for a
value equal to 140 million dollars. Import flows are more substantial, exceeding 250 million dollars.
The timber industry (logs, sawn
wood and panels) shows a definitely
negative trade balance. In the last
available year, import exceeds 2,600
million dollars, down by 19.8 percent
as compared to 2007.
On the contrary, export registers a
lower absolute value, even though in
2008 it recorded a positive variation
by 5.5 percent.
The furniture sector registers a massive decrease in its flows in the last
year included in the analysis. The
Spanish production of wood furniture
is equal to some 5,000 million dollars,
20 percent of which is destined
abroad. The trade balance is slightly
negative, by 109 million dollars. ■

GENERAL ECONOMIC INDEXES
2006
Value
Gdp (current prices,
Us $ billions)
1,235
Gdp per capita (Us $)
28,030
Inflation (percent change)
2.7
Current account balance
(us $ billions)
-110.8
Unemployment rate
8.5

2007
% Var.

2008
% Var.

2009
% Var.

2010*
% Var.

1,442
32,153
4.3

1,601
35,116
1.4

1,438
31,141
0.2

1,475
31,719
0.5

-144.4
8.2

-153.6
11.3

-86.7
18.2

-68.9
20.2

Source: Imf (International monetary fund).

*estimate

MACHINERY IMPORT/EXPORT (Us $ million)

Export
Import

2006
119
273

2007
162
380

2008
140
251

Var. % 08/07
-19.4
-33.9

2008
1,761
2,625

Var. % 08/07
5.5
-19.8

Source: Ice (Italian foreign trade institute)
with Gti (Global trade for information service) figures.

WOOD IMPORT/EXPORT (Us $ million)

Export
Import

2006
1,469
2,856

2007
1,668
3,275

Source: Ice (Italian foreign trade institute)
with Gti (Global trade for information service) figures.

WOODEN FURNITURE IMPORT/EXPORT (Us $ million)

Export
Import

2006
932
992

2007
1,095
1,430

2008
1,080
1,189

Var. % 08/07
-13.6
-16.8

Source: Ice (Italian foreign trade institute)
with Gti (Global trade for information service) figures.
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FAIRS

MARCH
17-19 March
Intertool Kiev
11th International exhibition
for hardware, tools and diy
www.intertool-kiev.com
• Kiev (Ukraine)
Woodworking technologies
17-19 March
Forestry, woodworking,
wooden house construction
http://english.expomenu.ru
• Novosibirsk (Russia)
Woodworking technologies
18-19 March
Capitol industrial
wodworking expo
www.northwestwoodexpo.com
• Fredericksburg (Usa)
Woodworking technologies
18-21 March
China international
furniture fair
www.ciff-gz.com
• Guangzhou (China)
Furniture

19-21 March
Drewood
www.wigor-tagi.com
• Wroclaw (Poland)
Woodworking technologies
19-22 March
Zow China
www.zow-shenzhen.cn/en/
• Shenzhen (China)
Semifinished products,
components and supplies
23-27 March
Technomebel
www.bulgarreklama.com
• Sophia (Bulgaria)
Woodworking technologies
24-27 March
Holz-Handwerk
European exhibition
of handicraft wood machinery,
technology and supplies
www.holzhandwerk.de/en/default.ashx
Fensterbau-Frontale
International exhibition of doors,
windows and facades
www.frontale.de
• Nuremberg (Germany)
Constructing and architecture
24-27 March
Expoforest
Primary woodworking exhibition
www.fexpocruz.com.bo/expoforest
• Santa Cruz (Bolivia)
Woodworking technologies
24-30 March
Interzum Guangzhou
www.koelnmesse.cn/fair/New_interzumGZ_E/index.html
• Guangzhou (China)
Semifinished products,
components and supplies
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APRIL
8-11 April
Edil 2010
www.bergamofiera.it
• Bergamo (Italy)
Constructing and architecture
11-16 April
Light+Building Frankfurt
International trade fair
for architecture and technology
http://light-building.messefrankfurt.com
• Frankfurt (Germany)
Constructing and architecture
13-15 April
Dubai int'l wood
& wood machinery show
International wood
and woodworking machinery show
www.dubaiwoodshow.com
• Dubai (Uae)
Woodworking technologies
13-16 April
Drema
International wood machinery
and furniture industry trade fair
www.drema.pl
• Poznan (Poland)
Woodworking technologies
13-16 April
Fiq
Fiera di macchine, semilavorati
e accessori per l'industria del legno
www.fiq.com.br
• Arapongas (Brasile)
Tecnologie per il legno

14-18 April
Foresta
Exhibition of forestry
and woodworking industry
www.expo-transilvania.ro
• Cluj-Napoca (Romania)
Woodworking technologies
14-19 April
Salone internazionale del mobile
Salone del complemento d’arredo
Euroluce
Eurocucina
Salone internazionale del bagno
SaloneSatellite
www.cosmit.it/isaloni
• Rho-Pero (Italy)
Furniture
15-18 April
Tekhnodrev the far East
www.restec.ru/tekhnodrev
• Khabarovsk (Russia)
Woodworking technologies
15-18 April
Forest and wood
www.bt1.lv
• Riga (Latvia)
Woodworking technologies
16-17 April
New England
industrial woodworking expo
www.newenglandwoodexpo.com
• Hartford, CT (Stati Uniti)
Woodworking technologies

19-25 April
Bauma 2010
www.bauma.de
• München (Germany)
Constructing and architecture
21-23 April
Resale 2010
World fair for used wood machinery
and equipment
www.resale-germany.com
• Karlsruhe (Germany)
Woodworking technologies
22-25 April
Medwood
International exhibition
of wood products and machinery
www.medwood.gr
• Athens (Greece)
Woodworking technologies
25-29 April
Mow
www.mow.de
• Ostwentfalen (Germany)
Furniture
28 April-2 May
Technibois
Woodworking and equipment
trade show
www.technibois.com
• Quebéc City (Canada)
Woodworking technologies

MAY
4-8 May
Xylexpo
Biennial world exhibition dedicated
to woodworking technologies
www.xylexpo.com
• Rho/Pero (Italy)
Woodworking technologies

“OUR” EXHIBITIONS 2009
Xylon is present at:

10-13 March
Expobois
Paris
10-13 March
W.M.F.
Beijing
18-21 March
Interwood
Athens
4-8 May
Xylexpo
Rho (Milan)
21-24 May
Wood World
Il Cairo
24-27 June
Furnitech Woodtech
Bangkok
27-30 July
Formobile
Sao Paolo
25-28 August
Iwf
Atlanta
21-24 September
Woodprocessing
Kiev
27 September-1 October
Lesdrevmash
Moscow
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EVENTS

FINAL SHOWDOWN: ACIMALL
DRAWS THE INDUSTRY BALANCE
Like every year, it’s time to draw the balance of the woodworking
machinery industry. While 2009 was a disaster year in all segments,
2010 seems to bring a streak of light, though weak...
It’s just few months since 2010 has started, a year
where many companies have hopes for recovery
or, at least, they take it as a starting point for a long
and slow recovery. The press conference organized last 26 January by Acimall – the Italian woodworking machinery and tools manufacturers’ Association, member of Confindustria – was the first
occasion to draw a balance of this industry which,
as known, in 2009 suffered from heavy reductions
in all areas, in the range of minus 50 percent.
After a short introduction by president Ambrogio
Delachi, the microphone went to Dario Corbetta,
Studies Office manager, who analyzed the industry
trends in the past few years and made a forecast
for possible developments until 2012.
But let’s start from the beginning. At the end of
2008, the industry was worth some two billion
euro, with an 80 percent export share on total production. Italy accounted for approximately 20 percent of global woodworking machinery production and 25 percent of global trade. So, a favorable situation, whereby the industry contributed to the Italian trade balance with activities in excess of one billion euros.

26 XYLON INTERNATIONAL March-April 2010

After four tough quarters, at the end of 2009 the
situation had worsened, unfortunately: according
to the preliminary 2009 balance drawn by the Acimall Studies Office, production has been virtually halved, dropping by 48.3 percent, down to a
total value of 1,098 million euro. Also exports
recorded strong shrinkage, down by 48.7 percent,
and import decreased by 40.6 percent; as a result,
the trade balance settled at minus 50 percent compared to 2008 and apparent consumption was reduced by 46 percent.
Figures speak for themselves: in the first three quarters of 2009, plus the final quarter of 2008 when
the crisis had already begun, the trend was
strongly negative. These are really alarming figures,
and we fear that the results achieved in the final
months of 2009 will have little influence: they registered an orders increasing of 5,5 percent if compared to the same period of 2008, the prices have
remained substantially stable, while the orders book
covered 1.8 months approximately. However, we
will have to wait and see if, in the next quarter, this
upward trend will be confirmed or drop again. “I
think there will be some flattening – explained Corbetta – and then, very slowly, business will grow
again; however, consider that the production
drop was 50 percent, so it should increase by 100
percent to go back to initial levels, and that’s unlikely”. These figures are confirmed by the seasonadjusted orders index from 2000 to 2009 which,
considering the actual working days, reviews the
historical trend of the industry. However, we have
to consider that the figures in the table are gross
of inflation, and if we add inflation (which was
around 2 percent annually in the decade), the curve
would be lower.
Another figure that contributes to define the dif-

LAST MINUTE DATA
According to the quarterly survey
released by Acimall Studies Office
and based on a statistic sample
that represents the entire industry
registered that 47 percent of the interviewed companies indicated a
negative production trend in the
final quarter of 2009, 39 percent
talked of substantial stability, while
14 percent reported expansion.
Employment was stationary for 46
percent of the sample and de-

creasing for 54 percent.
Available stocks were stationary
according to 61 percent, decreasing according to 28 percent and
growing according to the remaining 11 percent.
The forecast survey outlines possible short-term trends: although
stagnating production is affecting
most companies, a rally of foreign
markets hit by the global economic
crisis is expected. Foreign orders

ficult situation comes from the analysis of the use of ordinary
redundancy funds, a support tool leveraged by 50.5 percent
of companies – figures updated in November 2009 –
against 10.8 percent in 2008 (6.8 percent of companies took
special redundancy funds, while in 2008 none of them used
them). In the next twelve months 43.7 percent of the companies will ask for ordinary redundancy funds, 13.6 percent
for special funds, with a significant share of entrepreneurs
that have not decided yet what to do (27.2 percent of the sample as to ordinary redundancy funds, 30.1 percent as to special funds).
To complete the general picture, the trend of foreign trade
was analyzed in detail, looking at the situation of global export leaders. The top country was and still is Germany, followed by Italy; China recorded sustained growth, while Taiwan slowed down. According to the figures processed by
the Acimall Studies Office for the January-November 2009
period, the situation of Italian export to the major foreign markets and import to Italy compared to the same period of 2008
is very negative (see the figures in the Acimall observatory,
page 22-23, editor’s note). The analysis does not include the
United States, which used to be a reference market for our
country. The reasons are mainly related to radical changes
in the woodworking machinery industry, which has been almost disintegrated; small enterprises in the Us, which are
slowly trying to fight back the crisis and stand up again, cannot absorb the same volumes of machinery as in the past.
What about the future? As to 2010 it is very difficult to make some
forecasts, also considering the trend of companies that prefer not to reveal the real business and recovery opportunities
of the next twelve months. Indeed, according to the analysis
carried out by the Study Office, we are in front of a definitely
inhomogeneous situation. A growth by some percentage points
is expected – between 5 and 10 percent – as compared to 2009
final balance, especially thanks to the long-awaited recovery
of some foreign markets (especially the United States, Spain
and Russia) which were weakened by the crisis in a more important way as compared to our Country. ■

will record growth according to 32
percent of the sample, while they
are expected to stay at the same
level according to 64 percent. The
remaining 4 percent expects a further drop (balance 28). The Italian
market is expected to have a
shrinking trend according to 14
percent of the interviewees, it will
remain stable for 68 percent and it
will improve for 18 percent (balance 4).

SEASON-ADJUSTED
TOTAL ORDERS INDEX, 2000-2009
(2000=10, season adjustment based
on working days)

Total orders index

Season-adjusted total orders index

Source: Acimall Studies Office.

ITALY IN THE NEXT THREE YEARS:
RECOVERY OR STAGNATION
(total orders index, current prices,
index basis 2000=100)
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EXHIBITIONS

XYLEXPO: 550 EXHIBITORS
AND 41 THOUSAND SQM
Preparations continue at full speed for the twenty-second edition of Xylexpo
and, despite the difficult period, organizers are more than ever determined
to maintain the exhibition as a huge showcase – the most important
in the world in even years – for woodworking technology.
Preparations continue for Xylexpo, the biennial
international exhibition of woodworking technology and furniture industry supplies to be
held next 4-8 May in the Milan exhibition center
in Rho. Up to now, 550 companies are expected for a net exhibition area of 41 thousand
square meters. Despite the rather difficult economic scenario, applications of Italian and foreign companies continue to increase. They will
attend an event featuring the most innovative
solutions and updated offers the industry can
offer today.
“Starting already from the past edition, the big
rally for Xylexpo has begun", explained Paolo
Zanibon, general secretary of the event, during
the recent press conference in Milan. “And this
because, in our opinion, the exhibiting world is
going through a “careful” stage, which perfectly
reflects the severe crisis companies are experiencing. It is hard to tell whether this will be a

good year for exhibitions: the shows that already took place at the Milan fairgrounds revealed hints of cautious optimism both in terms
of surface and visitors; a trend we wish to continue also throughout the upcoming months
and, therefore, at Xylexpo as well”.
With no doubt in such a tough economic period it will be impossible to get even close to
2008 figures, which totaled 853 exhibiting companies on a 75,627 square meters net exhibiting surface, and 81,980 Italian and foreign
visitors. “To be honest – Zanibon continues – I
cannot say when Xylexpo will be back to 2008
levels. Two years ago we started a series of innovations that gave us positive results, bringing the show to excellent levels both in terms
of exhibitors and visitors. Needless to say the
economic scenario was quite different from
today all over the world, not only for our industry exhibitions”.
Nevertheless, organizers look at the future,
more than ever determined to keep Xylexpo at
excellence levels, the world’s largest showcase
in even years for the woodworking industry, like
it has been for the past forty years.
Stand distribution in the halls dedicated to machines continue at high speed so to allow all
those who have chosen to attend Xylexpo 2010
to promote their presence in Milan as soon as
possible. Although the difficult economic situation persists at global level, some people, not
few, expect some recovery signs in the next
months. However, this has not to spread exag-

28 XYLON INTERNATIONAL March-April 2010

gerated optimism. “We are making tiny steps
forward with huge effort”, the general secretary
of the event explained. “Companies will have to
face a huge reduction in their economic and financial potential, a situation that will of course
affect the number of participants”. Going
through the preliminary catalogue, in fact, we
clearly see that all industry leaders are participating, even though they decided to occupy
smaller surfaces as compared to the past years.

– Zanibon continues – and we hope to
bring at least some thirty companies to
our show. Also this year, panel processing will be the largest
section and will cover
four halls, plus an additional one for solid
wood and one for
primary processing.”

Zanibon did not miss to mention the relation between Xylexpo and Acimall, the Italian woodworking machinery manufacturers’ association.
One of the key-strengths of the exhibition is represented by the compact adhesion decided by
the general assembly of Acimall, that did not
want to miss the Milan event. “Held last year, 90
percent in our assembly voted for keeping Xylexpo in Milan also in 2012, as it was planned in
the contract with FieraMilano. So I can already
announce that the next edition of the show will
take place in May, 8-12, 2012, hoping that our
industry manages to find a way to continue to
express in its homogeneity, thinking about the
abilities of the made in Italy rather than shortterm strategies”.

Preparations continue
also for “Bosco in fiera”
(Woods in the show), an absolute premiere of this edition, a natural
area of three thousand square meters – organized thanks to the partnership with Regione
Lombardia and FieraMilano – where the main topics will be sustainable management of woods,
carbon stock, forestry policies but also wood
craftwork, naturalistic engineering, protection and
control, training. An event featuring strong cultural
implications and which will be the ideal platform
for companies operating in the first processing of
wood, in the production of tools and technology
for forestry applications, in the management of
the area and wood constructions.
This area will therefore be a stage dedicated to
booths of companies, organizations and different participants; shows; training and information courses; areas for conferences,
assemblies, roundtables; and cultural entertainment, wood art.
Mainly addressed to hobbyists and inhabitants
of rural areas, retailers and forestry companies,
mountain communities, associations and institutions, administrations and so on, “Woods in
the show” will be open also on Saturday 8 and
Sunday 9, May, thanks to a special extension of the exhibition agenda.
Associations, companies and institutions will also be the protagonists of
the Xylexpo Arena, that will gather
companies, designers, operators, institutions and research centers to provide them with the opportunity to
present their innovative solutions, show
their projects and recent implementations. ■

Constant commitment has been dedicated also
to semifinished products and supplies for the
furniture industry, a new challenge which is
strongly influenced by the events of the last
months but which represents a new, positive
step to gather more and more industries in
Milan. “We are trying to
develop the semifinished products area
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CONTACTS
The easiest way
to find
the partner
you need...
info@xylon.it

LIGHTING

WHEN SHAPE
AND FUNCTION
BECOME ONE...

“Luna collection”.

In the past, lighting was a simple functional element that
was needed to provide light. Today, things have changed
and it has become a part of design, a distinctive furniture
element, in several cases able to personalize the domestic
environment. And as we could easily guess, new technologies have powerfully entered this sector.
Located near Varese on an over 10 thousand square meters area, Forma e Funzione (www.formaefunzione.com)
presents an entire range of innovative led products, which
are flexible, easy to mount and install, with reduced energy consumption and low environmental impact.
“Luna collection” effectively combines “shape” and “function” in an entirely new design, characterized by a
moon-slice-shaped diffuser, a natural anodized aluminum structure and complete modularity. “Luna” is based
on a 3W led which delivers the necessary quantity of light
with reduced consumption. The product can be connected
in series and incorporates enhancements that make installation and mounting extremely easy. Different state-ofthe-art switch-on systems are available.
Forma e Funzione also presents “Odo collection”, characterized by elegant, exclusive design and versatility. Each
light incorporates a 1W led. Suitable for home and office,
“Odo” is available in three basic versions, different standard lengths and a variety of finishing details, which allow designers to meet new visual challenges and operators to obtain a wide range of combinations and applications. In addition, the product can be customized. ■

EXHIBITIONS

“CURTAINS UP” FOR I SALONI:
DESIGN ON STAGE
In April, from 14 to 19, the Milan exhibition center in Rho will host the new
edition of the design and furniture exhibition with “sold out” expectations,
again. In the meantime, voices are rising against the project to organize
a new biennial show in Venice for this industry, the leading edge
of made in Italy: the home of design is beneath the Madonnina.

The speech by
Carlo Guglielmi,
Cosmit president,
at the roundtable
chaired by Piero
Chiambretti
at Piccolo Teatro
Grassi. From left,
actress Margherita
Buy, architect
Pierluigi Cerri,
actor/director
Ricky Tognazzi
and chef
Massimo Bottura.

The 2010 edition of i Saloni has laid cards on the
table: also this year, from April 14 to 19, the Milan fairgrounds in Rho and the Lombardy capital will host the international event dedicated to
interior design and home furniture organized by
Cosmit, with an exceptional offer and cultural
events throughout the city. Beside the main event
Salone internazionale del mobile, Furnishing accessories exhibition and SaloneSatellite (as
usual entirely dedicated to young talented designers, schools and universities all over the
world), this year the “package” also includes the
biennial exhibition Eurocucina (international
exhibition for kitchen furniture, with the collateral initiative “Tfk-Technology for the kitchen” focusing on state-of-the-art home appliances and
design hoods) and International bathroom
furniture exhibition. The Saloni 2010 will also
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include a special forum event on “The office as
creative hub”, which will accompany visitors towards SaloneUfficio 2011 by suggesting an “Italian way” to office environments design and furniture. The first attendance figures were announced during the presentation of the event, in
February at Piccolo Teatro Grassi in Milan, and
expectations are positive for organizers: with
2,500 exhibitors on an overall 211,500 square meters surface, without considering FuoriSalone
events in the area of Tortona, the Saloni (“the
Olympics of creativity” as they were called by
Federlegno Arredo president Rosario Messina)
confirm the industry’s ability to react to the difficulties brought by crisis and slower export markets for made in Italy; considering only Salone
del mobile and Furnishing accessories exhibition,
in February exhibitors – from classic to modern
and trend news – were 1,473, covering a
151,500 square metres net exhibiting surface.
The participants of the peculiar roundtable

KITCHEN PROTAGONIST

YOUNG TALENTS IN THE TRENCHES

Held every other year, in 2010 the sectorspecific exhibition on kitchen furniture Eurocucina comes back together with the collateral event “Ftk” (Technology for the
kitchen) set up by the Studio Colombo Cerri & Associati/Pierluigi Cerri and Alessandro
Colombo, gathering the innovative ideas and
solutions for the technology of household appliances and design hoods. This year the
event will occupy four halls and – according
to expectations – is preparing to confirm the
results of last edition (33,615 square metres
net exhibiting surface, 140 exhibitors and
348,452 visitors, 210,249 of whom from
abroad); in February the exhibiting companies were 144. One of the leading-edge sectors of the made in Italy furniture industry, from
classic or contemporary style, from timber
to plastic-laminates, metal, masonry and lacquers, kitchen furniture is about to experience
another event under the spotlight on a global scale, with the consolidated presence of
Germany, Republic of San Marino, but also
Spain, Sweden, Ukraine and United States.
Kitchen furniture is also included in the collateral event “Everyone to the table!”, in collaboration with the Municipality of Milan, that
from April 14 to May 9 at Villa Reale will celebrate a journey through food preparation
(kitchen), table setting (furniture and decoration) and home (the daily meal) to special
occasions (feast) and restaurant (convivial
dinner party).

As usual taking place in halls 22 and 24 at the Milan Fairgrounds in Rho, this year the event changes skin. At SaloneSatellite young designers under 35 will meet to build the
foundations for a better, useful connection between young
creativity and the world of production: this year the count has
reached 700 participants, over 24 design schools. Bringing
out new talents and design collections since its foundation in
1998 (among those who moved their first steps here we find
Matali Crasset and Patrick Jouin, Harri Koskinen, Front, Xavier
Lust, Satyendra Pakhalé and Paolo Ulian), the SaloneSatellite
starts with new regulations and a new approach to the installation. In addition to their qualifying prototypes, participants
have been asked to present one or more projects belonging
to the product categories of the biennial events, Kitchen and
bath, to participate in a contest awarding the three best products in the two categories with a cash award, an internship
with an industry manufacturer and special consulting and
press office support for the “launch” of their winning product.
A new concept also involves a new installation, divided into 5
specific areas entrusted to 5 young architects/designers who
have participated in past editions of the SaloneSatellite, with
the task of interpreting the 5 continents from whence they
come, under the supervision of Ricardo Bello Dias. The SaloneSatellite has renewed its agreement with Adi (Italian industrial design association) that allows participants to protect
their work by submitting it to the Project registry, whose copyright protection is valid only for Italy.

chaired by Piero Chiambretti discussed about design, but also quality, beauty and taste: protagonists of the event were Margherita Buy, architect Pierluigi Cerri, actor-director Ricky Tognazzi,
chef Massimo Bottura and Cosmit president Carlo Guglielmi. A pretty special, somehow irreverent event to try to talk about design and made
in Italy from a new perspective, with direct
mentions to that idea of “taste” – this year’s fil
rouge – that links food to the environment where
it is prepared and tasted. This is also witnessed

by some of the initiatives organized under the title “La città dei Saloni” (the city of i Saloni): the
exhibition “Unexpected guests. Yesterday’s
homes, today’s design” (11 March-2 May, Museo
Poldi Pezzoli, Museo Bagatti Valsecchi, Casa
Museo Boschi Di Stefano, Villa Necchi
Campiglio), the multi-media event “Everyone to
the table!” (14 April-9 May, Villa Reale, via Palestro) and "A celestial bathroom” (14-19 April, Civico Planetario Ulrico Hoepli, Giardini Pubblici in
corso Venezia), the exhibition “The hand of the
designer” (10 April-9 May, Villa Necchi Campiglio
and Triennale Bovisa) and the subject-oriented
painting exhibition at the Pinacoteca di Brera.
Behind the figures of announced success for i
Saloni, there is a ghost that – right or wrong – may
haunt Cosmit’s sleep: the idea of establishing a

March-April 2010 XYLON INTERNATIONAL 33

EXHIBITIONS

I SALONI 2010*-THE FIGURES
Total exhibitors: 2,500.
Net exhibition surface: 211,500 square meters.
Gross exhibition surface: 530,000 square meters.
INTERNATIONAL FURNITURE EXHIBITION/INTERNATIONAL
FURNISHING ACCESSORIES EXHIBITION
Product categories: bedrooms, single beds, wardrobes,
dining rooms, dining areas and living rooms, hall furniture, nursery and children’s furniture, tables and chairs, rush, cane and
rattan furniture, garden furniture, upholstereds. Accessories,
fancy goods, decorative elements and textiles.
Exhibitors: 1,473.
Net exhibition surface: 151,500 square meters.
EUROCUCINA/INTERNATIONAL KITCHEN
FURNITURE EXHIBITION
Product categories: laminated plastic kitchens, wood kitchens,
metal kitchens, lacquered kitchens, brick kitchens, kitchen accessories.
Exhibitors: 144.
Net exhibition surface: 33,000 square meters.
FTK – TECHNOLOGY FOR THE KITCHEN
Product categories: technologically innovative built-in electrical appliances and cooker hoods.
Exhibitors: 23.
Net exhibition surface: 7,000 square meters.
INTERNATIONAL BATHROOM FURNITURE EXHIBITION
Product categories: bathroom accessories and furniture, shower cubicles and saunas, sanitary ware, bathroom tapware, radiators, coverings, bath and hydromassage tubs.
Exhibitors: 159.
Net exhibition surface: 14,000 square meters.
SALONESATELLITE
Expected designers: about 700 designers including 24 international design schools.
Covered surface: 6,000 square meters.
* in February 2010.

biennial design exhibition in Venice which, starting from 2011, year after year would take turns
with the similar international exhibition on architecture . A heavy blow to the city of the Madonnina. Do we really risk a fratricidal war on design?
It is for sure that Milan has no intention at all to
see its cultural supremacy stolen, which is tightly and indissolubly connected to its production,
design and furniture supremacy. In the meantime,
the spark has been lit and the project prepared
by the Italian design Council and already handed over to the Minister of cultural heritage and
activities Sandro Bondi to bring the leading edge
event of the made in Italy to the Venetian lagoon
fires people up with the exhibition getting closer and closer. If Milan mayor Letizia Moratti closes the door to any hypothetical shift of the heart
of design towards the Venetian shores, thus relaunching the power of the Milan system involving
also 11 large schools in the project “Mind-Milan
network for design” to promote specialization
masters (“By doing so – she said – we hope to
bring many new talents into our hometown”), it
is Cosmit president’s cannons that boom: “A biennial design exhibition in Venice? It is aberrant
and offensive to us, to this city and to our country’s heritage. Our companies cannot be deprived
of their history, which is only here".
by Olivia Rabbi ■
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EUMABOIS

EUMABOIS CAMPAIGN: RELIABILITY
The Eumabois campaign,
that will close by the end of
this year, revolves around a
key concept that is very
bold: “originality” is a goal
you can achieve only if you
pursue certain objectives,
always taking up challenges
and accepting to work by excellence and for excellence
in all stages of the production
process. But most of all, you
have to feed this asset with
a number of values and
concepts that are part of
the recipe adopted by any
manufacturer willing to offer
quality. A recipe based on an
accurate and balanced mix
of seven ingredients (quality, hi-tech, know-how, reliability, safety, efficiency
and experience) to obtain
solutions that allow customers to deliver good products, within shorter deadlines, with higher quality and
predictable costs.
This is the commitment that
European woodworking
technology manufacturers
have always subscribed to
and that, today more than
ever, is facing the criminal attack of “copies”. A crime, not
just because it violates the
rights of tools and technology suppliers who have invested time, experience, human skills and money, but
mostly because the use of
counterfeited equipment
may have serious consequences, apart from inconsistent quality standards over
time.

One of the keywords of the
European Federation’s campaign “Choose the originalchoose success” is exactly “reliability”. This string
of letters hides different and
deep concepts. Reliability
means getting what you are
expecting from what you
have purchased, from the
product you are using. This
is a simple, almost banal, description, but it is definitely
true: every day, we buy
something and we expect
specific results, we assume
it will provide a specific service. However, it’s not so simple. If you buy a car, you
need it to drive around, but
you also consider design,
speed, energy saving, comfort, safety and, why not,
someone else’s appreciation of your choice. Each
product generates expectations that manufacturers
have to meet. Expectations
that customers and users
may possibly not express,
but that are an integral part
of the product itself: if you
buy a milling machine or a
highly automated line for
furniture production, the main
purpose of this purchase is
clear. But it is also clear that
the product you have bought
has many more incorporated qualities that are ensured
by the credibility (a concept
that goes hand in hand with
reliability) of its manufacturer. In other words, a “reliable
product” is the result of a system that considers effec-

tiveness and efficiency, safety, easy maintenance, installation and use, excellent
results, and the best combination of costs and benefits.
Wikipedia – the modern
Bible of universal knowledge – provides a definition
we can use for our purposes: reliability is “the ability of
a system or component to
perform its required functions under
stated conditions for a
specified
period of
time. For engineering purposes, reliability is defined
as: the probability that a
device will perform its intended function during a
specified period of time under stated conditions”.
Absolutely perfect! An entrepreneur who buys a machine expects it to perform
the task it was purchased for,
to carry out certain operations adequately and appropriately, to perform its
function for a specified period of time without requiring
any intervention.
In recent years, the “reliability theory” has become
increasingly popular. Combined with statistics, probability theory, prediction models and a proven set of tests,
it allows to develop a “reliability program plan”, i.e. a
protocol of tasks that indicate
how reliable a product will be
under all points of view.

Maybe, not everybody
knows that today there are
experts in this field, called
“reliability engineering”,
whose function is to develop
the reliability requirements for
the product and perform
appropriate analyses and
tasks to check and ensure
the product will meet such
requirements. This discipline
is making its way also into
the woodworking technology business,
closely associated
with maintainability
engineering, logistics engineering and safety engineering.
It’s now a few years since
these domains have no
longer been associated with
experience only, with the
“handicraft know-how” that
represents the roots and origins of many European manufacturers. Today, investments are required to design, study and analyze all
these aspects. There are
design, simulation, testing
and “lifetime” prediction systems that require significant
investments which are made
only by those manufacturers
who believe in their work.
That’s why they develop a
unique intellectual property
that flows into each action,
each decision and each
item that leaves their factories.
Also reliability is an asset that
cannot be copied. ■
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HIGHTECH GROUP, OR...
THE DESIRE TO WORK TOGETHER
A new adventure begins, involving eight leading companies
in the woodworking technology industry. A collaboration,
a partnership that looks for new ways in a deeply changing sector.
decided to start this tough adventure as Hightech Group (www.hitechgroup.info).

The news comes in the first days of the new year,
even though – as we are told – the idea had been
maturing for several months. Now the time has
come to try new ways, to experiment new opportunities: with a market still deep in stagnation
(see article on page 26) we need
to stop any hesitation and take
courage with both hands. Better,
with sixteen hands!
Yes, sixteen, because eight Italian technology brands have decided to join their forces and
start to cooperate to provide the
global market with the chance to
contact one single partner. MacMazza (panel saws), Bimatic
(edge-banding machines), CosClaudio Ginnasi.
mec (machining centers), Alberti Vittorio (drilling machines),
Simimpianti (presses), Cga Italia
(surface finishing), Siti (logistics
and handling), Bup Utensili have
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“We know that this decision presents several challenges”, tells us Claudio Ginnasi, owner of one
of the group’s companies. “In a country of individualists like Italy, the decision to join forces always looks like a hard challenge to win. But we
believe there are great opportunities for us”.
“Unfortunately, other experiences did not work
out”, Ginnasi continues. “But on our side we have
a very clear idea, a precise target: providing a
complete product range, able to meet any requirement. Not only in the woodworking sector,
but also in the industries of aluminum, plastic,
light alloys and composite materials... Within the
negotiations we will find ourselves in, everyone
of us will be able to be the “general contractor”,
offering technologies produced by all partners.
After all, we are talking about collaborations that
have been going on for several
years: among these eight companies there have been several
“professional contacts” over the
last decades. We happened to
produce plants together all over
the world, which means that our
machines are perfectly able to interface with each other, work together to provide our partners
with exactly what they expect
from us: quality, reliability, service,
ability to analyze problems and
solve them”.
With a key added value, i.e. they
are eight specialists, companies

with a know-how and expertise at the top of the
industry. “These brands are renowned all over
the world and have a long-standing experience.
We could say this is another thing we have in
common and that makes us similar: all of us have
been working in the wood industry for several
years. We know every little detail of it, we have
faced any possible problem. By working together,
we know we can be highly competitive in economic, but most of all technological terms,
thanks to this long-standing tradition that in recent decades led us to face the needs and requirements of small handicrafts activities and
huge lines operating in large factories manufacturing high quantities”.
As already mentioned, the project is pretty
clear: it is about optimizing resources and facing together orders that may require specific
knowledge. The work of these eight specialists
will be exactly this, i.e. providing sophisticated
solutions. In some cases, each product line will
be provided as a “stand alone” solution, but there
will be no problem in thinking, planning and designing an integrated solution, an “automated factory” that carries out an entire working process
until the finished product.
Ginnasi explains: “Our skills allow us to say that
we are able to create any type of plant for the
production of items starting from panels. We will
install different machines in-line which will be able
of a perfect dialogue, including stages from handling, control software, labeling and item identification.. the organization of the entire production

Alberti Vittorio
One hundred years of history and experience in the mechanical
industry make Alberti – specializing in the production of drilling
machines – one of the most renowned and appreciated brands
in the industry.
Bimatic
Automatic edge-banding machines for straight and post-formed
panels. Three product lines that can be configured in over 300
custom solutions.
Bup Utensili
A wide range of both standard and custom tools for special
applications on traditional and nc machines.
Cga Italia
Everything you need for surface finishing:. sanding, calibrating, finishing and polishing for large factories or handicraft companies.
Cosmec
Nc working centers for the milling, drilling, sanding, cutting and
engraving of wood, plastic, composite materials and light alloys.
MacMazza
Turnkey panel saws and plants for “edgebanding-ready” quality of panels, post-formed or pre-edgebanded bars, thin fibers,
frames...
Simimpianti
Membrane presses for the lamination of curved surfaces, continuous veneering and post-forming presses, automatic-load
presses for blockboard panels, single and multiple daylight
presses with manual loading for medium and small enterprises.
Siti
Clamps, handling, loading and unloading systems, automatic warehouses, i.e. everything you need to improve the efficiency and performance of a production line.

cycle. A task we take on also thanks to a partnership with specialists in engineering and creating control software that allow us to optimize
the efficiency and productivity of every specific project. On the other hand, each one of us is
a specialist, renowned in its own sector, and
when skilled operators who know what they are
talking about meet...”.
The official debut is scheduled for the upcoming
edition of Xylexpo, where the eight companies
will exhibit together in one single booth covering
over one thousand square meters in hall 2. ■
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A JOINT VENTURE
THAT LOOKS INTO THE FUTURE
Giben Group has created a joint venture with the Taiwanese giant
Anderson Group. Signed in mid-February, the agreement marks a highly
important moment in the recent history of Italian woodworking technologies.

Piergiorgio Benuzzi.

An edgebanding
machine
manufactured by
“Giben do Brasil”.

“2009 has come to an end and we certainly cannot afford its sequel in 2010”, starts with no hesitation Piergiorgio Benuzzi, Giben managing director, whom we met in Pianoro (Bologna) in the
group headquarter. “Like recent history shows, we
were ready to find an all-Italian way out of this severe crisis”, he explained. “Unfortunately, a trade
partnership is not enough, in our opinion. We need
to draw new scenarios, achieve a company size
that allows to follow accurate strategies: this crisis can be compared to a war, with no bombs or
destroyed buildings, but with factories that risk to
be emptied. It will take years to get out of it and
we will all be different, maybe we will do what we
never even imagined. From such a scenario you
do not get out with small-scale strategies, with
agreements that only help cut costs and do not pursue a strong solution to the problem”.
So, Giben changed playground and passed from
the Woodtech Alliance (a project started at the beginning of 2009 with Masterwood and Viet) to an
all-new organization, ‘changing skin’ and showing
off everything it is and wishes to be, with impressive clarity and the will to start on a new page.
The key stage of this decisional process is with no
doubt the joint venture with the Taiwanese group
Anderson, a real giant in
the production of nc machining centers. However,
this agreement is only the
most striking step of a
story in which the Pianorobased group lines up an
articulated structure, organized into four divisions:
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Sizing division
(panel saws, the
core business of the
group), Nc division
(nc machines with the Giben by Anderson brand),
Edge division (edge-banding machines manufactured by Giben do Brasil and resulting from the
joint venture with a renowned Korean manufacturer
we are not authorized to name) and the Special
project division, combining the Pbi division (solutions for large panel manufacturing plants), engineering for the furniture industry and the Graphic division (nc printing on any type of material).
About this deep re-organization we will have the
chance to talk more in detail in the next issue of
Italianwoodtech-Xylon International, when we will
also tell you about the arrival of the new managing director of the group, Giuseppe Riva, from
Giben Usa, about the opening of Giben China at
the end of March, the startup of an innovative control system to supervise all group’s machines operating worldwide, 24 hours a day, and of course
about the official presentation of the new joint
venture, which will be celebrated in Taiwan at the
beginning of April.

ITALY-TAIWAN
“For quite a long time, I have been convinced that
technology manufacturers should radically change
direction”, explains Benuzzi. “Consumption will never go back to what we were used to and this will
force a contraction in technological offer. We are
going to produce less woodworking machines and
only those looking for radical changes will be able
to survive. For months I have been supporting such
certainty and our need to have medium and longrun perspectives in every area. In recent months
we received several proposals – some are publicly known, others I will not and cannot mention
– which allowed us to put our project into practice. Among others, we got a proposal by the Anderson Group, thanks to a long-standing cooperation between our and their American branch office. I must say it immediately looked like a longterm opportunity, which perfectly matched our vision, so we decided to take the next step. Once
we understood that it could be a huge opportunity for us, we checked whether our partners had
any intention to embark on such an adventure, we
thought about a ‘tighter’ partnership than a marketing alliance, but we did not get the feedback
we wished and we considered essential for the future of our companies”.
How did all this happen?
“By the end of November we got in touch and in
mid-December we met Mr. Tzu-Jen (Andi) Hsieh,
owner of the group, in the United States. It took us
two days of discussion and confrontation to understand what problems each one of us wanted
to face and what we wanted out of this partnership.
We found out we were on the same page and convinced that we had to work on a real Italian-Taiwanese joint venture.
I would very much like to point out that we could
have got to the creation of something similar also
in Italy, without going to Asia. But we could not manage. We could not see the chance to create such
a strong bond, such a tight partnership here in Italy.
Our country has dozens of capable technology
manufacturers, who produce excellent products
and rely on utmost quality skills and know-how. Yet,
we did not encounter the same strength, the same
determination, the same ability in terms of strategies, industrial policy. Companies like ours have

to make a choice: if
they stop, they are inevitably
doomed to lose in importance; in order to
go on we need renewed energy and finances. During the last months of 2009 within our contacts we
checked several opportunities, but none opened
the same perspectives to us as those configured
in the joint venture with Anderson.
I repeat, our industry is going to experience a contraction which could be dramatic for many, and only
by massively increasing the company size we will
be able to face international markets and still have
something to say".
Everything is ready for Giben by Anderson, the
brand which will label all nc centers manufactured
by this joint venture. The brand duly highlights
the name Anderson, even though the Taiwanese
were willing not to ‘appear’, but in Pianoro they
decided to give it a proper importance. “We are
talking about a real giant for numeric control technology – explains Benuzzi – listed at the Taipei
stock exchange, with a certified production in
compliance with Iso 9002 standards and 700 million turnover. The world’s largest manufacturer
of nc centers and one of the two leaders in the
application of this technology in the construction
of electronic equipment with several patents in
the nesting sector, for which it was practically the
inventor".
A new step in the history of Giben aimed at showing experience and abilities which the company
has always featured, and not only with cutting machines, in fact starting from the upcoming days the
combined design of few new families of working
centers will benefit from the knowledge of Giben of
the European market and its ‘peculiarities’. As already mentioned,
we will talk about it
in the next issue...

A working center
Giben by Anderson.

Rendering of a
nesting line with
a Giben solution
for the printing
of bar codes
on different items,
and then a nc
cutting machine
“made in Giben
by Anderson”.

(l.r.) ■
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LUXURY
CARPENTERS:
TECHNOLOGY
FOR ART’S SAKE

Picture from archive
of Teatro alla Scala.

Without technical support, the show
could not go on, at least this is what
happens in theaters. And for technology
to survive, there must be someone
who can master it.
That is exactly what stage joiners
or “luxury carpenters” do.
All the details of this peculiar
and fascinating craft and how it is taught
have been explained to us by Roberto de
Rota and Valeria Miglio, whom we recently
met at the impressive facilities
of Laboratori Ansaldo of the Accademia
Teatro alla Scala in Milan...
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The theater director has an idea how to do the
show. In his vision, the modelist reads the plot
and setting and prepares a model that becomes the basic project. Then, scene-painter,
modelist and construction manager meet and
from their discussion the scene construction
works get started.
Creating a scenography is a craft that in the
past was passed on from father to son, from
generation to generation. It is a profession you
do not learn at school, but only on the field
and, most importantly, it has been changing
through the history of theater adapting to
scene requirements and other needs. In fact,
in the past, settings were made of enormous
painted canvas and the stage constructor’s
task was simply to provide them with a frame
and place them on the stage backdrop. Today,
with the introduction of television and the need
to film shows, the exact opposite occurs: first
the stage constructor builds the setting, and
later on it is painted.
So, in the late 1990’s, the Accademia Teatro

alla Scala in Milan – a real university in show
business with four departments (music,
dance, stage-laboratories and management)
which every years trains over 400 new talents
– decided that it was the time to start teaching
also this fascinating craft, and so it established
proper training courses. Among the latter we
were particularly curious about that for machine operators and stage technicians, or simply theater joiners, whose latest edition started
last January,15.
So we walked into the impressive facilities of
Laboratori Ansaldo of the Accademia Teatro alla
Scala and we met Roberto de Rota, construction department manager of the Theater and
technical coordinator of the course, and Valeria
Miglio, stage and laboratories department manager, who told us a bit more about this course
that has the aim of training the technical skills of
machine operators and constructors able to create stage elements starting from the technical
drawing and using woodworking machinery.

Roberto de Rota starts to explain: “Here we use
timber, woodworking machinery, but we are not
properly joiners. I would rather say "luxury carpenters": we build supporting elements on
which art is based. It is a skill you only learn on
the field and, most importantly, you never stop
learning".
And what better “field” than a setting that will
be used to represent a real show at the prestigious Teatro alla Scala in Milan?
De Rota continues: “The projects we work on
are prototypes, unique samples we produce
only once and never again, so we must organize courses that are strictly connected to reality.
In fact, I can say that it is 25 years that I have
been working here and I have never built the
same setting twice.
The idea to organize a course to train machine
operators-constructors was born from the need
to work with young people trained directly by
us, young people who learned the job right in
these laboratories. In the past we had to hire
people tentatively, often without even understanding their potential. Thanks to this course
we got the chance to pick from people we
know, who we have trained and we already
know how they would be integrated into our
working context. However, I must say that here
we have organized a different school than classic realities: my idea is that people who come
here to attend our courses already have a high
school or university degree, so the only thing
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left to learn this craft is working with their own
two hands, tackle reality and experience. So we
decided to organize courses allowing students
to create different elements, of course together
with construction teams and under our guidance, the same elements they will see on stage
later on”. The way different elements are created comes along and is basically putting into
practice the “ancient techniques” according
to the needs the single settings present. This
foundation is then enriched by imagination,
creativity and a great deal of "do the best you
can".
De Rota continues: “We must keep in mind that
in an important project like the construction of
the setting for a première we initially know for
sure only 70 percent of what the director wants.
The remaining 30 percent must be “improvised”
trying to interpret what he "wanted to say”. Without considering that when the scene-painter
starts saying things like “You do it, then I will
see..” or “It does not matter, I will decide this
later...” it is a disaster because it could mean
that you have to move radically large-sized elements, or that what you have built cannot stand
anymore. Then you have to take into consideration all safety rules for those who are going to
practically move within the setting, i.e. actors”.
So during courses students work on settings
which are later on used for shows and, for this
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reason, people who start a course could find
themselves working on a project that is started
right then, but also already started projects. The
approach you have with students during the
first days changes each time, yet they are always mainly practical courses supported by
theory modules.
“Safety is the foundation of these courses – explains Valeria Miglio – It is great to see how people who never touched woodworking machines
get all excited when they start using them. So
the first goal is to allow students to work in utmost safety by explaining the risks these machines may cause. In other words: if a tailor
makes a wrong move he pricks himself, if it is a
joiner he risks to cut his hand. So during the
course a compulsory module focuses on working safety to learn the correct use of machines”.
So the first period of the course is intentionally
preparatory and takes place in a professional
woodworking institute: with a more scholastic
relationship (between student and teacher), students learn the use of machines in order to have
a basic knowledge when they will set foot in laboratory for the first time.
“Here we talk about simple machines – explains
the stage and laboratories department manager – and not complex machinery like nc machining centers. The machines we use here are
needed only to support men’s work.”
Every course cycle is organized in about 1000
hours, 300/400 of which focusing on a training stage, while the
remaining hours are dived into
100 hours of theory and the remaining hours of practice. There
is a constant passage from
“making” and “going to class to
understand what we have done”
and the other way round. Within
the 100 hours of theory, there is
a module focusing on stage setting including all stage terms,
wood types, construction techniques, measures, technical
drawing, woodworking technologies, stage setting, stage techniques, use of Autocad, stage
handling and so on.

“So, there is a smattering of the basic knowledge to do this job, and then there are the presentations of the season’s projects to
understand with the construction team how the
work will be organized. These presentations will
be followed by further ”travelling” lessons to explain how projects change throughout the realization process.
And not only. There is also a series of transversal modules like management, contracts, professional and organization behavior, because
the basic idea of the academy is to organize
training courses that prepare competent professionals in reference topics, allowing them
also to move in a working environment”. This is
an utterly important aspect if we think that
about 90 percent of people who attend these
courses find a job in the reference industry
within six months and 40 percent inside the
Teatro alla Scala in Milan and its joinery laboratories. The credit also goes to organizers who
intentionally choose to present these courses
every other year, so as to allow an almost complete introduction of students into the working
world before training other people.
Free of charge and spanning ten months, the
course is reserved to a maximum of eight participants. “The people we meet at selection
tests is highly varied – explains the stage and
laboratories department manager – It ranges
from newly graduated boys to scene-painters
who use this experience to complete their theoretical knowledge learned at the School of fine
arts, up to more mature people who may already have years of experience. And even
though it is mostly a male environment, today
women who enroll in these courses are more or
less 50 percent.
Our selection consists in assembling a group
as homogeneous as possible, also because it
is going to face a long period during which it
will remain united. Basic requirements are
great motivation and huge passion combined with unique personal potential. It does
not matter if there is no knowledge on the subject, sometimes it is even better”.

ber? “We do not use highly complex machines,
nc centers – explains de Rota – We only use
machines like band saws, circular saws, surface and thickness planers, brushing machines, lathes, multi-blade saws and so on.
As to the types of timber, we mainly use high
quality fir with few knots we import from the
Dolomites and former Yugoslavia. But we also
use some solid hardwood like maple, linden,
tulipier, yet in smaller quantities compared to fir.
Then we also use multi-layer panels to create
stepping surfaces and plywood for coatings.
All these elements are treated to be fire-proof.
Since we work with very large structures, another highly important aspect is that each piece
must be cut to be loaded onto a truck. So we
tend to create large, wheeled blocks, so they
can be moved around easily”.

Picture from archive
of Teatro alla Scala.

by Elisa Maranzana ■

Which machines are used? What types of tim-
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AMONN GROUP

ZILIO AUTOMAZIONE

PROTECTED WOOD

VERSATILE USE

A brand of the same-named group
(www.amonncolor.com) based in
Bolzano, Amonn is specializing in
wood protection and provides a
wide range of coatings that ensure
utmost protection and great results
to all woodworking professionals. For
effective treatment, it is fundamental
to provide structures and products
with the most suitable protection,
which is conveyed only through
proper, specific products for each
wood quality, containing the right
quantity of active principles, yet en-

Based in Vercurago near Lecco,
Zilio Automazione (www.zilioautomazione.com) has been designing and manufacturing automation
systems for surface finishing and
coating on different substrates (met-

vironmental and material-friendly as
well. The products by Amonn range
from primers to finishing coatings,
providing a specific product or
process for every requirement. For instance, besides the protection
against blueing fungi and mildew, the
ace in the hole of “Hydrotop Ms” is
protection against all weather conditions. It is a medium-thickness
primer that ensures the best protection against weathering, thanks to
a far higher quantity of acrylic resins
than in conventional primers.
Moreover, combined with the barrier of micronized iron oxides which
convey the product shading, the
use of Uv filters allows to preserve the
beauty of wooden windows in time.
In particular, it is suitable for the clear,
open-pore processing of softwood
with low absorption degree, such as
larch windows. ■

al, plastic, timber and others) for
over forty years. The availability of
different system models, with multiple driven axes able to carry out
also complex cycles and actions,
meets the requirements of users
working in different application
fields. An example is the finishing solution for details on frames, which
are handled by specifically designed conveyors and finished on
the surface before they are automatically transferred to the coating
area. Combining the action of gunholding axes with the movements of
the supporting frame, the painting
process allows different alternative
cycles that can be programmed according to the complexity of workpieces and the desired finishing
grade. Once the coating stage is
over, the frames are automatically
unloaded to be sent to the drying
kiln. Employed in several applications, this system ensures high finishing quality with high production
rates and can be integrated into already existing booths, thus providing versatile use and management
and consequently a quick return on
the investment. ■

ANGELO CREMONA

WAGNER COLORA

BIESSE

BENEFIT OF QUALITY

SELECTED PARTNER

VERSATILITY AND POWER

Based in Monza, Angelo Cremona
(www.angelo-cremona.com) developed solutions that have fulfilled the
growing need for quality in the finished products, together with automations necessary to simplify the
use of the machinery and increase
productivity. In the plywood and
overlaid panel sector, the range of
products is very wide and variable in
consideration of the many types of
markets and wood essences in
which the different mills operate.
Angelo Cremona does not push for
a standard machinery but, following
the customer’s needs, it proposes solutions for each specific problem. The
sanding system can therefore be
more or less complex, have “no
stop” solutions to remove dead times

during loading-unloading, include automatic loading system having a
high number of cycles, and grading
line with different discharging stations.
The calibrating-sanding machines
are manufactured with combined
modular components, which vary according to the customer’s needs. The
sturdy structure, the easiness of operations, the extreme reliability of the
machinery, and the reduced maintenance needs, are qualities that
have always been recognized by the
users of our machinery. ■

BiesseSand is a renowned brand
of Biesse Wood division based in
Pesaro (www.biesse.it), specializing in the production of automatic
sanding and calibrating machines
specifically designed to ensure excellent results in terms of power, versatility and technology.
A clear example is represented

Based in Burago di Molgora (near
Monza), Wagner Colora (www.wagnercolora.com) design, manufacture and sell equipment and
professional systems for liquid paint
spraying, fluid-handling and extrusion. Thanks to its experience
and specialization, Wagner Colora
is ever committed to the development of innovative solutions, aimed
at cutting production costs and
enhancing finishing quality. The
company provides a wide range of
electronic mixing and dosing solutions, which can be customized
and meet even the most complex
and critical requirements. Ease of
use, remarkable reliability over
time, utmost accuracy (about 1
percent), low price and quick return on investment are their major
benefits. The company recently introduced the electronic mixer family "Flex Control” in its “Basic” and
“Plus” versions, which allow to
solve any application with up to 4
components. These mixers have
been developed to optimize color
change and cleaning operations,
in order to minimize waste and
save useful time for production activities. ■

by “Regal 800”, the industrial sanding center which allows machining
in high-productivity automatic lines
thus ensuring constant quality performances. The machine incorporates roller working aggregates
with up to 400 mm diameter, ideal
for the pre-sanding of veneered
and/or painted panels and for the
finishing of solid wood panels; a
cross unit with 9000 mm action
range, available both at the inlet
(ideal for the pre-sanding of veneered panels where glues and/or
splicing papers are used, and/or
painted panels) and at the outlet
(ideal in the “direct glossy” finishing of painted panels); and finally,
a super-finishing pad which,
thanks to a larger contact surface
than traditional pads and a laminar
belt between pad and sanding
belt, ensures excellent finishing
quality on any product type. ■
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We filled
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VOLPATO
60 TYPOLOGIES OF MACHINES

Volpato (www.volpatolasm.com),
important company specializing in
the production of sanders for edges
and profiles, includes in its range 60
different typologies of machines.
Among them there is the “Ls” series
that can be fitted with various
groups of sanding belts and abrasive wheels according to the customer’s needs, as well as a tiltable
shaper spindle group which is ideal for raised panel door production.
The model “Ls 2N1A” is composed of two abrasive belt units and
one abrasive wheel unit with automatic compensation of the wear for
the working on edges and profiles
in solid wood, veneers and painted
parts as sanding and polishing.
The sanding of complex profiles

with belt sanding groups has been
resolved with the utilization of felt
pads. On request, these pads can
be ordered in cemented steel with
air cushion. All belt units work with
timed entry, adjustable mechanical
oscillation, pneumatic belt tension
and air blower.
The feed carpet, that is extremely
rugged and precise, runs on a
worktable with guide.
On request many other options
are available such as variable
speed, motorised axes controlled
by numerical control that has a
memory of 500 positions. ■

VIGANÒ MARIO

CMA ROBOTICS

CEFLA

PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE

QUALITY IN INNOVATION

A MACHINE “MYTH”

Based in Arosio (Como) and born
in the late Seventies, Viganò Mario
(www.viganomario.it) is a leading
brand in the production of finishing
machines, mainly in the wood field
but not only. The attention to high
quality standards and to professional competence in its field have
always been the add values of the
company. The large variety of prod-

Cma Robotics (www.cmarobot.it)
stands out for the innovative, reliable
solutions it has been providing to
the painting market. Besides ensuring clearly higher product quality compared to manual applications, the company’s plants not
only guarantee remarkable paint
saving, but also environmental
safeguard. Two of these solutions
are represented by plants for the
automated painting of doors, windows and cabinet doors. The doors
and windows system is able to ensure outstanding painting quality
with no need to program the robot,
and this thanks to the use of an optical reading system which detects
the workpiece shape and size,
consequently generating the program for the robot based on parameters that customers may
choose according to their specific
requirements. The painting of cabinet doors is carried out by robots
assisted by 2d and 3d vision systems for programming, which is
completely automatic. Customers
can adapt application parameters
to their needs or the type of gun
and/or paint. The final product
quality has no comparison with
other automatic plants, most of all
with high gloss paints. These systems incorporate a software for
automatic gun cleaning and quick
color change. ■

“Sp 1200”.

ucts it has available ranges from
protective film application units to
roller buffing units, polishing units
and direct and indirect stamping
machines.
The machines produced to a standard extent are also versatile and
can be customised according to individual requirements.
The picture are referred to the machines suitable for high-gloss finishing such as the buffing machine model “Sp 1200”, equipped
with a buffing roller and a mobile
table, and the polishing machine
model “Brl 1200”, an innovative machine with a set of rotating pads with
orbital movement which grant a super shiny surface and represent a
significant innovation as regards of
working speed and process. ■

From the know-how and the experience gained over the years by Cefla (www.cefla.it), the renowned
group based in Imola (Bologna), the
latest generation of spraying machines “Mito” was born. The main
features of this machine are a reversed “V”, shaped plenum that
minimizes fumes, enhances application quality and keeps the machine clean; calibrated internal
ventilation that provides for increased transfer efficiency, cost
reduction for paint and collection filters, and reduced maintenance;
cleaning trolley with reverse twin
roller that ensures perfect carpet
cleaning with any product, perfect
quality of recycled paint, shorter
cleaning times at shift end, and minimum consumption of liquids/solvent. And not only.
“Mito” also incorporates a gunholding tool with quick change
and exclusive removable paint filter (to avoid gun clogging problems), which allows quick tooling
with different gun types and just-intime mounting, so only the necessary paint is used; there is also a
control panel onboard the machine
that ensures lower transport and installation costs and, in general, an
integrated solution for improved
overall reliability. ■
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VIET

COMEC GROUP

VERTEK GROUP

TEST THE DIFFERENCE

CUSTOMIZED SOLUTIONS

FOR ALL NEEDS
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The woodworking sanding machines by Viet (www.viet.it), designed and manufactured for every
requirement, environmental-friendly and comlying with safety standards, incorporating electronic control systems and energy-saving
solutions. The sanding group by excellence is the electronically controlled sectional buffer, ideal to

sand irregular surfaces.
With the “Hp” and “Hp Duo” series
(patented), Viet introduces the concept of low-pressure sanding. The
new buffers provide unprecedented finishing levels also on panels
with reduced “solid content”, thus
preventing stripping or other damage to the panel. In the processing
of lacquered surfaces, they ensure planar results that allow to reduce brushing times dramatically
and minimize the paint quantity
used to obtain a “direct gloss” finish “Hp” and “Hp Duo” buffers decrease the wear on abrasive belts,
extending their life.
The most advanced version, “Hp
Duo”, incorporates double reading
at the inlet to improve dimension
control and consequently differentiate pressure on different panel areas and constant modulation of different operating pressures in each
sector. ■
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Comec Group ( www.comecgroup.it) produces woodworking
machines and equipments with a
program that ranges from the small
complementary machines for specific jobs, up to the automated
lines. The “Lev Mod” sanding lines,
whose modular composition permit
their personalisation according to the
customer’s specific requests of production and finishing and they have
been projected and realized for
crosswise and/or longitudinal sanding on four sides of elements such as
front and back legs of chair, seat supports, table legs, elements of beds
and baby beds, furniture objects
generally speaking. These machines
can work elements with square or
rectangular section (even when not
constant), with flat surfaces or rounded section; besides, such elements
can be straight or shaped. “Lev
Mod” sanding machines can be
employed in working units fed by automatic loader (simple or multi-purpose) or in completely automated
lines together with moulding and
tenoning machines, other sanding
machines, etcetera. Their fundamental characteristic is the modular composition, which, according to
the customer’s choice, can range
from 2 to 12 sanding belts (or
more). Each of the sanding belts is
activated by independent motor
and is equipped with pneumatic
pad with timer and system for its automatic tensioning. ■

Based in a Campodarsego (Padua),
Vertek Group (www.vertekgroup.it)
was born in 1985 with the planning,
construction and sale of painting
equipments. Today the company
has successfully entered even the
principal overseas markets and it is
able to satisfy the needs of both the
small artisan and the big company,
thanks to customized solutions.
Vertek Group works in the field of
painting and treatment of wooden
windows, styled furniture, coffins,
chairs and interior doors and in the
area of wooden denibbing for windows, interior doors, kitchen furniture
doors, pantographed panels, granting excellent results also on synthetic,
polyurethanic, polyesters, Uv-sprinkle. The company’s range of products

Automatic
denibbing machine
“Antares 4”.

comprehends: painting pumps and
spray booths, pressurized cabins,
sanding benches, manual and automatic denibbing machines, flowcoatings for the automatic impregnation, manual or automatic painting
lines with water-soluble paint recovering system, reciprocators and anthropomorphic or cartesian (new) robot, drying tunnel and rooms with infrared technology or dehumidifier.
Considerable investments and qualified personnel are involved in the
study of new technologies linked to
the automation. ■

il legno è il nostro
divertimento

wood is our game
le bois est notre amusement
la madera es nuestra diversión
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DISCOTELSISAL

TAGLIABUE

LANDONIO

QUALITY AND SIMPLICITY

QUALITY SINCE 70 YEARS

SAVING WITH PRECISION

The new sanding machines of “Tag
Eu” range – presented by Tagliabue (www.tagliabue.it) – are provided with all the sanding units:
cross pads, rollers, wide pads,
chamfering units with sanding
brushes. The machines of this
range provided with cross belts
both at the inlet and the outlet are
generally suitable for the sanding of
veneered panels with cross grains
or for the finishing of surfaces with
polyester/polyurethane base, to be
completed with high gloss finishing.
The sanding machines of “Tag Tt”
range are best suited for the final
sanding of surfaces where are
used sanding belts with grits till
1200. In 1994 Tagliabue made the
sectioned pad with 16 millimetres
width which is still being used in
these type of sanding machines.
This particular pad, controlled by
the latest generation of pneumatic
cylinders, grants a capillary copy
on the whole surface of the panels,
assuring a high quality of the surface. For the finishing of the edges
surfaces Tagliabue has recently
shown the new brushing machine,
of “Es” range, for high gloss, provided with a sanding belt unit with
5000 mm size and electronic sectioned pad. The polishing brushes
are provided with inverter and the
application of the sanding wax is
automatic. ■

Based in Rescaldina near Milano,
Landonio (www.landonio.it) has recently presented the series of sanding machines “Lvp” that, thanks to
an advanced design and manufacturing technique, meets all the requirements concerning safety, reliability and environmental protection.
These machines are indispensable
in the pattern making industry to get
high working precision as well a time
saving. The machine is equipped
with a specific positioner with hardware and software developed exclusively for them. At the machine

Based in Brugherio (Milan), Discotelsisal (www.discotelsisal.it) is a
leading company in the manufacturing of abrasives and sanding
wheels of natural and synthetic
abrasives. The company covers a
total of 5thousand square meters
and has over 40 employees and an
extensive sales network worldwide.
Through the affirmation presence in
the market for over 50 years, Discotelsisal has become a reference
point for traders from the fields of
wood, paint, metal and ceramics.
The company offers a full range of
sanding solutions designed to solve
the particular needs of each client
and presents sanding solutions for
any kind of wood, mdf, solvent
paints, Uv and water based paints.
Its extensive product range place at
the summit the following products:
non woven flap wheels, impregnated non woven flap wheels, emery
paper interleaf flap wheels, emery
cloth interleaf flap wheels, convoluted wheels, polyurethane wheels,
non woven discs and pad. ■

Brushing machine of “Es” range.
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start, the controller performs an automatic test to check all the system
elements before carrying out the
automatic survey of the real table-position. If the system find any anomaly, the individualized break-down
would display, allowing the operator
to act immediately. After programming the inclination degrees, the
table positioning in few seconds. The
system also performs the automatic recovery of the load backlashes as
well as the reading conversion in degrees on in percentage. There are
two independent and individual
working places with readout and programming keyboard. ■

DMC

SUPERFICI

FINITURE

CROSS SANDING

QUALITY AND VERSATILITY

IN ALL THE WORLD

Presented by Superfici (www.scmgroup.com), “Bravo Robot” is a robotic spraying plant, which adapts
and optimizes a pre-programmed
spraying cycle to the size and
shapes of the work-pieces as they
are scanned at the machine infeed.
This operation simulates the manual spraying process, while ensuring a constant output and high
quality finish. Versatility, simplicity
and top quality finishing results
are the main advantages of this machine. It’s possible to follow creative
ambitions on colours and finishing
styles by selecting the most suitable
spraying programme and by counting on the optional automatic colour
change system, fully managed by
the main software. Adjust the output of the machine according to the
requested finishing cycle, by selecting of the robotic or reciprocating spraying mode. Then “Bravo Robot” is easy to use thanks to
the intuitive three-dimensional
graphics interface, to the easy access to the booth, on both sides,
through large doors and to the automatic quick colour change system. It’s also possible to count on
the highest surface finishing quality thanks to the accurate pressurisation and air filtering control, the
optimized spraying cycle and the
most suitable conveying system. ■

Finiture, based in Saonara near
Padua (www.finiture.it), manufactures painting plants for timber, metal and plastic surfaces and specializes in the construction and installation of painting plants for windows, furniture, chairs and tables.
At the latest construction exhibition
in Paris, Batimat, which took place
in November 2-7, Finiture presented
its latest creation: the new model of
coating tunnel “Jet flow super jet”

Dmc, a company in the Scm Group
(www.scmgroup.com) specialising in
flexible abrasive sanders and calibrating machines, is investing in research to remove surface roughness
more efficiently and to prevent the
grain from expanding on contact with
water. Dmc has thus developed a
new solution using an old sanding
technique widely used in the manufacture of furniture components but
never tried before on frames for external use. Cross sanding, as all industry professionals know, achieves
a far more attractive, smooth and uniform finish by alternating cross sanding belts with longitudinal ones.
To this end Dmc has designed “System T5m”, a solution for universal use
but specifically suited for large companies manufacturing frames for
external use and also small workshops producing frames and furniture components.
All the main and auxiliary machining
units are located inside the machine structure. This reduces noise
and dust levels and increases operator safety considerably when using the machine.
The range features 31 innovative
characteristics including a patented
system to pull out the crossbelt unit
to facilitate belt change and enable
easier access to the unit for operation and maintenance. ■

with ultra-fast color change. In fact,
the machine incorporates a revisited version of the hydraulic circuit that
allows to minimize the required
product quantity. Moreover, it incorporates a set of color tanks that
simplify the product loading/unloading operations, plus the “Ac100”
system for the declarification of
cleaning water. Everything made
of plastics. Finiture also provides the
new painting booth with heat recovery for automatic spraying with
reciprocator, which drastically reduces thermal energy consumption,
most of all in winter. This booth also
incorporates a filtering system with
paint collecting pre-filter, that is automatically replaced by winding it up
on a collecting coil. ■
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STEMAS

EMC

MIRKA ITALIA

SIMPLE AND VERSATILE

NEW CONCEPT

EVOLUTION OF WIDE BELTS
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The sanding machines by Pesarobased Stemas (www.stemas.it) allow to sand and satin panel edges
and linear flat or profiled, laminated, raw or painted profiles. They
can be used alone or integrated into
a processing line with coating or
painting machines.

Their simple and versatile use combined with a modular structure allows to customize and equip these
machines according to their use
and specific requirements. In fact,
they may incorporate milling
groups, sanding belts, super-finishing sanding groups, disc sanding groups, edge-sanding and belt
sanding groups and, whenever
necessary, operating units in special execution.
The wide range of configurations
and customization possibilities,
combined with high quality materials used for construction, make
Stemas sanding machines a unique
product, able to meet the requirements of all those companies – from
small handicraft activities to the big
industry – looking for a product that
ensures high production and quality standards. ■
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Founded in 1999, specializing in the
production of calibrating and sanding machines and based in Imola
(Bologna), Emc (www-emc-italia.it)
has recently presented a newly
designed machine with patent
pending. We are talking about
“Easy Gloss”, an automatic machine to satin and gloss sand
(brush) curved and straight pieces.
This machine also allows to handle
“batch one” production by independently and immediately recognizing the geometric profile of any
piece with no need to develop a
specific program or software. Before
the design of this machine, the polishing process of workpieces was
possible only manually using improvised machines, which were
highly dangerous and implied very
hard work. The first machines of this
kind have already started to work in
Veneto since last May, with positive
customer feedback.
With a 24-month warranty, “Easy
Gloss” was presented to the Emc
retail network last September, and
today it is available for purchase
with 60-day delivery. ■

“Ultimax” is the latest revolutionary
abrasive developed by Mirka Italia
laboratories (www.mirkaitalia.com)
for sanding on calibrating machines It is manufactured using
the company’s innovative technology called “Selective CoatingTM”,
which creates a series of tiny cavities into the abrasive material; the
dust created by the sanding
process falls into these cavities
and can therefore be easily removed from the belt surface. This
prevents clogging and therefore
gives a longer life span to the
abrasive, keeping its efficiency constant.
Moreover, given their heat
dissipation effect, the cavities
allow belts to
overheat less during sanding. The
product is available also in narrow
belts and discs, with grain from
“P80” to “P180”.
“Ultimax” marks a further step forward in abrasives for industrial
woodworking, a success that continues previous achievements by
Mirka in manual processing with
“Abranet®”, the only abrasive with
a net substrate which prevents
clogging, lasts longer, eliminates
wood grains and creates perfect
surfaces, and with “Ceros”, ultralight and powerful even at a low
number of revolutions. ■

SARMAX

GRIGGIO

SCM

25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

INNOVATION...

COMPACT AND VERSATILE

Sarmax (www.sarmax.it) – based in
Limidi di Soliera (Modena) – is the
result of twenty-five years of experience on the part of its founder
members in the field of woodworking machinery.
Over the course of recent years, the
company has specialised in the production of machinery and plants for
surface treatment and working
wood frame sections. In particular
Sermax presented impregnating
machines for beams, planks and
matchboards, drying systems for
impregnated elements and semi-finished product handling lines, linked
to automation units.
The company also proposed rusticating antiquing machines (one or
more surfaces at the same time),
beam sanding machines (one or
more surfaces at the same time)
and oil spraying machines for wood
elements for floors. ■

Presented by Scm (www.scmgroup.com), “Sandya 9 S” is a highly versatile machine which can be
used for thicknessing mdf, chipboard, etcetera, thicknessing and
sanding solid wood, pre-sanding
and sanding veneered panels and
finishing painted surfaces.
The machine is available in two
working widths: 1100 and 1350
millimetres, with two or three main
Founded in 1946 and specializing
in the production of woodworking
machines, besides the headquarters in Reschigliano near Padova
with 15 thousand square meters
production facilities, Griggio
(www.griggio.it) also has two other
sites: one in Novellara (Reggio
Emilia) and one in Codiverno (Padova). Among the machines supplied by the company, we find a
wide range of brushing and stressing-ageing machines characterized by different working lengths,
number and type of brushes. The
models provided by the company
are: “S300/1”, “S300/2”, “S300/4”,
“S600/2”, “S600/4”, “S800/2”,
“S1300/2” and “S1300/2 Rs”.
The machines incorporate flywheeloperated brush lifting system with
numerical displays (“S300”, “S600”
and “S800”) and motorized brush
lifting system (“S1300”), numerical
dimension display for every brush
and digital dimension display for
every brush (“S1300/2Rs”). “S200/1”
incorporates a brush with 220 mm
diameter and 180 grain, while
“S300/2” and “S600/800” have two
brushes (same diameter and same
grain). “S1300/2” is characterized by
two brushes with 350 mm diameter
and 180 grain as well. ■

machining heads which can even
be fitted with independent motors.
The abundant standard kit, including 2620 millimetres long belts, together with the huge range of optional items, means that any type of
machining can be undertaken,
even the most complex and problematic. “Sandya 9 S” can be
equipped with an electronic sectional pad with a 30 millimetres centre-to-centre between sections
which, allowing high precision and
therefore a high quality finish, is the
best solution for sanding panels
which have a shaped profile or narrow workpieces. This machine can
also be set up with floating pressure
shoes which improve and even
out the pressure applied to the
workpiece. ■
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HIP-MITSU

LBA

NERLI

ITALIAN KNOW-HOW

WATER-BASED GLOSS

NEW CONCEPT

Lba (www.lba.it) presents the first
abrasive developed for the finishing on water-varnishing cycles, a
technology that is getting increasingly important among woodworking industry operators who pay
huge attention to environmental
protection.
With “691C5” Lba introduces a
new quality standard in the world of
surface finishing: the use of a “Topsize®” additive gives the abrasive
belt unprecedented cooling and
self-lubrication properties, allowing
to solve any sort of problem linked
to thermoplasticity, a typical feature
of water-based paints.
Employed on brushed glossy finishing, “691C5” provides users
with a double series of benefits
compared to traditional abrasives:
on one hand, higher gloss of the
sanded surface, on the other hand,
a dramatic reduction in the number

Based in Ponsacco near Pisa, Officine Meccaniche Nerli (www.nerli.it) build technologies for all furniture finishing and complete treatment of high-quality brilliant, glossy,
brushed paints using specific sand-

Based in Spresiano (Treviso), HipMitsu (www.hip-mitsu.com) is one
of the most qualified producers of
profile wrapping machines for the
furniture and building industry,
mostly for hot melt and reactive hot
melt (Pur) adhesives.
Profile wrapping machines made by
the company enable to produce
profiles using materials in roll (paper, pvc, cpl, woodveneer) or in
sheet (woodveneer, hpl). Not only.
Hip-Mitsu also realized specific
solutions for profiles made of chipboard, mdf, pvc, aluminium.
Specialisation, technological innovation and steady research are
the major assets of the company,
evidence being supported by the
several international patents owned
from them. More than 1.900 machines successfully installed in 38
Countries covering the most different industrial fields allow us to accumulate a significant experience,
that Hip-Mitsu transfer to its customers in each phase of the investment evaluation. ■

of brushing passes, a stage that
normally represents a bottleneck
within the finishing process. All
this without forgetting the benefits
provided by the new-generation
latex substrate: efficient operations
also in highly humid environments
or with high pressure and consequently less frequent downtime
due to belt replacement. ■
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ing machines, newly conceived
brushes and polishing machines for
kitchen, closets, doors, musical instruments and other products, with
finishing on all paint and wood
types. The company technologies
allow to lightly polish paints through
two combined rotary actions, which
are executed at the same time and
can be adjusted and inverted in motion, thus delivering excellent gloss
quality; the machines are built in different sizes and provided with polishing system.
Cross sanders usually carry out all
processes on wood and paint, obtaining particularly good results as
to the preparation of panels to polish, since a perfect, delicate sanding process is the requirement for
high quality polishing with finishing
with no shades, waves and a mirror-like effect.
Officine Meccaniche Nerli also
manufactures modular machines
with upper wide belt incorporating
state-of-the-art innovations, as well
as heads for custom finishing operations for original solutions and
tangible quality results. ■
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A GIANT STEP

TECHNOLOGICAL CREATIVITY

LOW-COST INNOVATION
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Based in Villa Cortese, near Milan,
Imeas (www.imeas.it), Italian producer of sanding machines, presents a new technological system
designed to add more value to
wood based panels and resulting
from more than 10 years of continuous research and development.
The patented and exclusive system
represents a technological milestone for the new generation of cal-

ibrating and sanding lines, as it
gives the operators the perfect
way to control the entire sanding
process from a remote room: from
the precise positioning of each
working unit till the exchange of
data with the production line.
This new system, combined with
the proven construction technology, provides great control over the
process, better surface finishing
and reduced production costs
through the optimization of the
working parameters. A giant step
ahead in the automatic control of
the wood based panel production
lines. ■
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Quickwood Esperia (www.quickwood.it) has recently launched the
new product “Pro Super”, a new system able to enhance the structure
and motors of rotary machines with
four and eight brushes. Such enhancement was thought to allow
machines to support much bigger
brushes than those usually employed, with up to 450 mm diameter,
reducing the operating stress of
machines and improving production
times. The research focusing on the
study of air flows on the plant has allowed to massively improve the resistance of vacuum carpets as well,
though maintaining the same power intake values of motors. A step forward that has substantially innovated brushes as well. Quickwood has
finally worked also on different custom options that can be incorporated in the machine. They include:
“Qtos” with traversing head across
the carpet; “Qcs” with brush-holding
belt for transversal processing; “Qos”
super-sanding buffer with rotary orbital action; “Qrc” with oscillating
head incorporating 7 or 9 cup brushes, vertical for the sanding of side
ledges; and “Pa”, horizontal finishing
brush. ■

Paoloni Onelio & Figlio (www.paolonipesaro.it) has been presenting a new category of innovative lowcost impregnating machines for
wood parts of any size. They are industrial machines, but most importantly automated machines for construction sites, able to dry timber for
the construction of wood covers,
roofs and intermediate floors.
The best seller that started serial production was “Perlina”, a machine
driven by 4 single-phase motors
and employed in building sites for the
finishing, painting and impregnation of matchboards and medium
beams, but also straight, constant
profile timber. Later on, it was the turn
of “Minitunnel”, a machine with a steel
roller coating caster system and a
distribution system based on a
sponge roller, instead of the traditional
sprayer pump (which keeps the
machine cleaner). “Minitunnel” is
particularly suitable to apply finishing oil and wax on parquet, but also
to impregnate boards and matchboards.
The product range is completed by
a semi-automatic applicator for
beams (“Travetto”, patented by
Paoloni) and “Tunnel universale” to
impregnate large beams in industrial applications. ■

“Minitunnel”.

SAYERLACK

MAKOR

ISVE

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

REDUCED TIMES

SINCE 1977

Focusing on products that really reduce solvent emissions into the atmosphere, while ensuring the same
performance as traditional products, Arch Sayerlack Coating
(www.sayerlack.it) – based in Pianoro, Bologna, presents "Pu 637
Styrol Free", a clear polyester
primer based on styrol (or styrene)
– free resins with high solid content.
Sayerlack researchers have come
to formulate a product ensuring
performance that compare to tra-

ditional polyester products, both
in terms of chemical-physical resistance and look. “Pu 637 Styrol
Free” is a must of this manufacturer for its transparency, which is thoroughly similar to traditional solventbased products. As a result, with a
massive reduction of emissions of
other solvents, customers have a
styrol-free primer characterized by
excellent coating, easy to sand
and exceptionally clear. Sayerlack
has always been focusing on environmental protection and human
health: the company has joined
Responsible Care (the chemical industry's global voluntary initiative to
continuously improve the health,
safety and environmental performance of chemical companies) and
it was among the first to obtain the
European Ecolabel for several products. ■

The Makor-Tecnolegno synergy
(www.makor.it) and the combination
of the know-how of the two historical brands have created “Gemini”,
a machine designed for the coating
and sanding of edges and panels.
The process allows to reduce the
number of passes significantly,
and therefore to cut production
times: the cut/milled edge is completely sealed through a sequence
of operations executed in-line as the
workpiece is fed (sanding-painting,
Uv-drying-sanding). By doing so,
panels are prepared for the following stage, which normally is horizontal spray painting.
Basement solidity, reliability of the
handling system and quality of the
sanding groups are ensured by the
40-year experience of Tecnolegno.
The vacuum coating head applies
water-based or Uv products with
100 percent solid content to ensure
the total elimination of product
waste and zero harmful emissions
into the atmosphere.
Patented by Makor, the special
laminar applicator can apply significant quantities of product in the
most accurate way, even on curved
surfaces with narrow radius.
An additional system gives the
possibility to install a special head
which is able to apply putty on particleboard. This new system patented by Makor allows to increase the
use of particleboard instead of mdf
panels, with evident benefits on production cost. ■

Based in Borgo Poncarale (Brescia)
and established in 1977, Isve
(www.isve.com) presents “SprayMatic”, a continuous spraying plant
for beams, matchboards and profiles in general, designed for danger class 2, that can be employed
with both water-based and colored/clear solvent based impregnating products. The plants of this
series incorporate motorized brushes that ensure the product distribution all over the surface and the
elimination of product surplus to
avoid possible dripping.
The stainless steel cabin is a warranty for the duration of the plant in
the long run, and it prevents any
possible chemical reaction between product and machine.
In 1985, Isve started the production

“Spray-Matic”.

of “Imp-Pg” vacuum plants with the
aim of providing the market with
plants ensuring impregnation for
danger class 3 according to the European standard En 335 – the
same as double vacuum plants
available on the market – yet with
the additional benefit of keeping the
minimum quantity of impregnating
solution inside the plant. The plants
of the “Imp-Pg” series are mainly
used for the class 3 protection of
components of windows, entrance
doors and gates, parquet, roof
beams, structural elements for
chalets, garden furniture, etc.. ■
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ABOUT OUR RANKINGS...
In the issue of January/February, as usual, we published some figures processed by Databank, an organization we have been
cooperating with for several years that provide us
with information about our
industry.
How does it work? That’s
easy: Databank, a business unit of
Cerved Group –
through the balance sheet division of the same
group – collects
all information
concerning the
business results of companies in the industry.
In this case, we are talking
about companies that have
submitted their balance results for 2008 within the
standard deadline, that is
June 30 of the following
year, or – at the latest – within October 31.
At this stage, Databank,
as we were saying, collects and processes figures and provides us with
rankings, i.e. the performance levels of 170 companies. An important task that
allows the whole industry to
look at the real trend of the
most important companies,
despite a certain time gap.
The figures include machinery, doors and windows, woodworking and
furniture manufacturers.
Sometimes there can be

some mistakes, considering
that thousands of facts and
figures are taken into account. And this happened
this year as well.
For this reason, we specify
– making our apologies to
the companies involved
and to readers – that Legnopan spa was not in-

cluded in our ranking of the
“top 50 companies in the
wood and furniture industry”, due to a mistake. With
a net turnover of 13.863 million euros in 2008, Legnopan ranks 17th (we complete the figures listed in our
tables adding 2007 net
turnover of 13.949 million
euros; turnover variation
2008-2007 is minus 0.62
percent; 25 employees; net
turnover per employee:
555,000 euros; 2008 Roe:
5.20).
The Basso Legnami problem was even more “annoying”. For the second
year in a row, they were not
included in our top 50 ranking with the correct position
(they should have been
ranked 13th). For a banal
mistake of homonymy, we

left out the company. We
have to say "sorry” four
times: one for the mistake itself, one for the fact that it
is the second year in a row,
one for the importance of
this company in the national woodworking scenario, and one – let us tell
you – for it is a company
that has always been investing in our
magazines. So,
Mr. Basso, we’ve
made a big mistake!
Here you are
with the correct
figures: in 2008
Basso Legnami recorded a
net turnover of 17.5 million
euros (5.63 percent lower
compared to 18.544 in
2007), with ten employees,
a significant net turnover
per employee (1.75 million
euros) and a 2008 Roe
amounting to 1.00.
We make our apologies to
both companies and to all
our readers. ■

FOCUS

A TRIP TO RUSSIA
WITH ITALIAN TECHNOLOGY
During the last weeks – thanks to an invitation of Scm Group –
we had the opportunity to make a really interesting trip to Russia,
discovering three companies where Italian technology is the core!
There are many ways to be a “wood company”. In
Russia, we found hard evidence of the truth of this
sentence and we perceived a strength we did not
expect. We are used to considering this country
as an evolving market, strong and attentive to new
business opportunities, however poor of satisfaction
it is at present. An important marketplace where
many Italian companies have done so much
spadework and reaped many benefits. And they
will in the future as well.
Italianwoodtech-Xylon International – guests of the
Russian subsidiary of Scm Group – had the opportunity to visit three plants and we were surprised
by a common feature: these companies were
founded by entrepreneurs who – at a certain stage
of their lives – decided to do business with wood
and furniture. They reacted to the huge changes
of the 1990’s by starting a new activity, which they
did not know few months before. How? Just looking around and understanding the needs of their
country, finding a specific business and selecting
a leading technology partner – Scm Group in this
case – in order to design a production line, a plant
with high automation and production levels.
For sure, Russia will be full of small joineries, small

handicraft laboratories where everything is
made with hammer and gouge. But we saw a different Russia and we believe it effectively represents what has happened after the end of Stateplanned economy, the disintegration of kombinats, the awareness that it was possible to do
business and earn money...
Let us say that we had a clear feeling that these
entrepreneurs did not care a lot about the products coming out of their factories. Mind you: we
are not talking about quality, planning, organization, design or visual aspect. We are talking
about business: if they had known there were other opportunities to make profits, they would have
grasped them, but the core business of the three
companies we visited is wood. And woodbased products.
Dimitry Grebenschikov was our guide; he led us
through Moscow’s crazy traffic, a few dozens of kilometers that often allowed us to have long chats,
stuck in slow rivers of cars and lorries. If the “health”
of an economy, of a country, could be measured
out in vehicles running around its capital city, then
a bright and brilliant future is awaiting Russia. And
Grebenschikov – thanks to his expertise and experience – showed us the basic elements to understand the Russian furniture and wood industry.
And this journey started with him...

Dimitry Grebenschikov.

Aquaton production
site in the district
of Orekhovo-Zuevo,
in the region
of Moscow.

“In Russia there is not a prevailing furniture style,”
he said. “The market considers different styles,
solutions and experiences: from solid oak, with
definitely heavy shapes, to classical Scandinavian furniture, where design finds its best expression. Plus, obviously, panel furniture, the ex-
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AQUATON, DANA, MARIO RIOLI
In this issue, we start our journey through Russia “on the
tracks of the Scm Group”.
In the next issues, we are going to talk about Aquaton,
maybe the most famous and important bathroom furniture
manufacturer in the whole Russia; we visited its impressive
production facility in the Orekhovo-Zuevo district, in the region of Moscow.
Then we will talk about Mebelnaya Fabrika Dana, in the town
of Nakhabino, in the Krasnogorsk district, a perfectly organized facility with an almost obsessive care for quality, down
to the smallest detail. We will close our journey with Mario
Rioli, based in the town of Novougol’nyi, near the city of Donskoy, in the region of Tula. The company is the result of a joint
venture with an Italian company – that is Mario Rioli – which
allowed to start the production of high quality design doors
in fairly impressive quantities.

Mebelnaya Fabrika
Dana site, in the
town of Nakhabino,
in the district
of Krasnogorsk.

pression of an “international style” that has set
through also in Russia.
Italian style is much appreciated in our country
and it is a source of inspiration, a concept which
goes hand in hand with our passion for your fashion, wine and food culture. You can see it in the
production addressed to all market segments, even
if the results are strongly different, of course, according to price.
However – like all over the world, but especially
in Russia and in the countries with a similar history – the biggest market share is represented by
low cost furniture, suitable for people that cannot
afford more expensive products. In recent years,
we have seen the growth of some Polish groups
that have opened up new production facilities in
Russia and Ukraine. Ikea as well is obtaining excellent success and expanding its foothold in our
country. But in recent times the crisis has struck
Russia significantly, with drops of demand which
– according to product types – can be estimated
between 50 and 90 percent of production. A dramatic situation which has led to two opposite consequences: on the one hand, a substantially stable demand from the richer people, the “new riches” who have continued to feed the success of
high-end manufacturers; on the other hand, a
strong impact on low cost furniture manufacturers
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who deal with the part of population that is directly
experiencing the effects of the crisis”.
As far as we can see, in Russia the important thing
is to produce furniture with good design and suitable quality, but at the lowest costs...
“Exactly. This is the reason why during the past
five years a strong trend towards automation
has been recorded, towards increasingly efficient
production lines to process new materials, suitable for bigger volumes. The situation of our
economy has led many people to consider this
opportunity: by using smart machinery and installing highly automated lines with high flexibility,
you can increase the productivity providing better quality results and ensuring lower costs compared to the past, especially in terms of labor.
And I’m convinced that, also in such a difficult
period, those who will consider these elements
will be the first to leverage the benefits of recovery
which must come...”.
Mr Grebenschikov, in the past twenty years, Russia has implemented a new revolution, passing from
a strongly centered economy to a free market. Also
thanks to the skills of people who have decided to
risk and start producing furniture for the first time
in their lives!
“We have an old saying: as long as you don’t see
the shoes of others, Russian shoes might look good
as well. The same applies to furniture and woodbased products. We started to see what others produced, to understand that there were people willing to buy new products, and thus, we imported
them. A few years later, somebody realized that
we could produce these goods in Russia directly, reducing costs, prices and expanding the market, so as to increase profit margins. Today, the
quality of our furniture can be compared with German, Chinese or Italian products within the same
market segment.

How did we manage? With technology: competition grows, demand tends to get more stable, at
a certain point prices for raw materials become incompressible. There is nothing left but focusing
on highly automated production processes, delivering large volumes with consistent quality.
The time has come also for us to establish real industry districts, a “b2b” industry with furniture
manufacturers, subcontractors and suppliers all
together in highly industrialized areas, because
things have changed, and our industry is getting
mature and it will be impossible for each company
to manufacture everything in-house”.
So, huge opportunities for Italian woodworking technologies.
“Sure! And if Italian machinery was supported
by initiatives and measures similar to Germany,
the results would be even more impressive. German manufacturers have the chance to sell at
highly competitive prices because part of their
costs are funded by German government institutes. Russian furniture manufacturers ask for investment support, but Italian technology manufacturers cannot act as credit institutions, so several opportunities are missed”.
During our journey through Russia, we also met
Boris Chernyshev, managing director of the
Scm Group Russia branch office.
Where does Scm Group stand in this context?
“We have been operating in Russia since 1991 and
for a decade we have monitored the market, starting to find our way. In more recent times, the mother company has decided to invest massively in this
country by strengthening its presence, building an
adequate site and a real organization with all necessary professional skills. Results immediately im-

proved, with 100 percent growth rates compared
to the previous year. Now Scm Group has a branch
office with five employees for customer service
alone, which is particularly committed to the
sales of medium and large automated plants and
machines; all smaller solutions are presented and
sold by the sales network.
Demand is mainly focused on panel processing
solutions, through in recent times we see constantly growing attention for high performance,
efficient finishing and painting lines, confirming
that the taste of average customers is getting
more sophisticated. Customers in Italy and
Russia look at doors, furniture or windows
through the same eyes, knowing that they are key
elements for the quality of their lives”.
What about doors and windows?
“It is a segment that has been shrinking, not due
to the crisis, but rather to the success of plastic.
Unfortunately, no one thought about explaining to
customers what happens to windows at certain
temperatures below zero and how they react...However, today a plastic window costs like
a good timber window, and consumers start to see
the difference, the performance and features of
these two products. I believe that in the next years
we are going to see a constant growth in quality
and performance, which we will accomplish
through more efficient assembling systems only
automated lines can offer.
The Scm Group plays a key role in the technological industry, with an impressive ability of designing, engineering, understanding and interpreting customers requirements. We are also focusing on a more extensive distribution network,
even though the orders we received in recent years
are becoming our best recommendation ever!".
So you have great perspectives...
“Yes. Because the price gap against German offer has been filled, and now competition revolves around machine quality, efficiency and performance, customer service and delivery speed
of spare parts. A great company like Scm Group
has all the necessary skills and expertise to work
on all these aspects. And the results we are achieving are clear proof”.

Mario Rioli site
in the town
of Novougol’nyi,
near the city
of Donskoy,
in the region of Tula.

by Luca Rossetti ■
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FURNITURE

INTERNATIONAL DESIGN
STARTS OVER BY FOUR
Four trends between aesthetics and technological research,
four different ways to interpret design and its role during the years
of the economic crisis are the protagonists of the international scenario
according to the Imm exhibition in Cologne.
Some hints for reflection waiting for the Saloni in Milan to open.
The economic crisis shuffles design
cards, looking for a new way out of
troubles, and a new ‘multitasking’
creative-functional sensitivity in line
with the evolution of contemporary
society. This reveals four key trends
which will characterize the world of
international interior design in the
upcoming months: “Discipline”,
“Trickery”, “Comfort Zone” and
“Rehab”. This is the result of the
journey experienced by the Imm international trendboard – the International furniture and
interior design exhibition in Cologne – through the
halls of the latest edition of the show. Waiting for
the opening of the Saloni in Milan, collected in
the volume “Trendbook 2010-Interior Trends.
The discovery of the origins of aesthetics” by
Claudia Wanninger, the analysis presents several suggestions with an entertaining character
combined with a renewed research for an essential, rigorous style. Yet, according to this year’s
committee (designers Bertjan Pot and Cecile
Manz, architect and designer Johanna Grauwunder, design journalist Marcus Fairs and the expert in colors and materials Giulio Ridolfo)
there is a leitmotif: the attention on quality, which
is equally shared in the return to severe design,
toy-design, from "traditional" to minimal furniture,
but also in the sense of widespread uncertainty dominating the post-crisis scenario to which
design is called to respond by establishing new
balances.
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“DISCIPLINE”: RATIONALITY LOST
Born from the German Bauhaus culture in the
1920’s, the discovery of the roots of modern design is the major focus of the “Discipline” trend,
which aims straight at the recovery of humble
home furniture: simple and functional with high
quality, but also aesthetic value. The three reference aspects are long life, resistance and stability
leaving no room to self-referential formal research. It calls for authenticity, which is found right
in the passage from handicrafts culture to industrial
processes, recalled also in rigorous, simple,
slender shapes and in the choice of the employed
materials: we go back to origins with timber,
leather, textile and ceramic which are combined
in new interpretations with plastic details, which
characterize backs and seats. Colors are more
delicate and sober, in line with the formal research,
with delicate deep rose changing into beige near
deep green, ultramarine blue and lavender grey,
while camel brown and sand beige give an aristocratic touch to interiors and decorative objects.

FURNITURE AND HOME DECORATION: RECOVERY STARTS FROM IMM COLOGNE
Held in Cologne, Germany, in January 19-24, the International Furniture and Interior Design Exhibition
Imm has come to an end, and now it
is time to analyze its results. In a Ger-

Pictures from the Imm Cologne furniture show.

man and European market craving for
oxygen against the crisis, we already talked about exhibition expectations in our article published in
the November/December 2009 issue
of Xylon International. And waiting
for the Saloni in Milan, the exhibition
on design that will
take place in April,
14-19, at Fiera Milano Rho, in
Cologne we have
already seen some
positive signs in
Germany (and not
only): according to
exhibition organizers, Imm closed

with a positive balance, exceeding
100 thousand visitors despite the
calendar of the event was one day
shorter than the past year. Exhibitors
increased as well, reaching 1,053
coming from over 50 Countries,
thanks to both the increased number
of German exhibitors and an increased participation from abroad, up
by 5.7 percent (23 percent more for
North America and 18 percent more
for Eastern Europe, particularly strategic areas for export, plus a good participation for Asia and South America).
The 2010 edition of Imm presented
four major areas, “Basic”, “Prime”,
“Smart” (contemporary) and “Pure”
(high-range design), which also included the new exhibiting concept
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“TRICKERY”: NOTHING IS WHAT IT SEEMS
Design according to the “Trickery” trend is the
light-hearted protagonist of a stage-home based
on appearances, illusion and tricks. In furniture
and components, their function is not the core element, while classic shapes and everyday-use
details melt into a new interpretation. Poetic license
in the choice of materials: where they look hard
they are elastic and flexible, and what looks like
soft in reality is stiff. Instead of neat, refined surfaces, objects are imperfect and rough, unfinished
– resembling the imperfection of hand crafted
products – and at the same time they combine
creative shapes and models, which added to nonfunctionality are the symbol of a contemporary
“punk design”. The application of materials is also
going towards such an innovative “fusion”, mixing natural and artificial, Plexiglas and air bubble cushioning on one hand, recycled leather and
raw timber on the other, including colored veneer
and cork, and soft, bleached or bright colors.

“Pure Village”, designed by Danish
Dick Spierenburg: the latter solution
had the ability to combine categories
of different products, yet connected
and integrated in different lifestyle aspects with an innovative, less rigid
touch as compared to the usual regular booth organization. By doing

so, some of the most renowned
brands of the furniture and interior design industry could present products
with exclusive, individual design,
and also real concepts for creative interiors to the international public. All
this to read the main current industry
trends between the lines. For instance, we find:
dominant white
for wallpaper
fabrics and storage furniture
surface, enriched by purple touches and
shades combined with textiles for black or
opaque blue
coverings;
large-sized din-
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ing tables and couches designed and
manufactured to embrace people
for a long time in full comfort; adjustable wallpapered and multi task
furniture, which can be adapted to different types of environment, even in
small rooms; prevailing dark timber,
preferably combined with glass and
steel; led lights for wardrobes and
shelves; a more and more focused interior design offer of a unitary space
kitchen-dining room-living room enriched by a spa oasis where bedroom
and bathroom are intrinsically bound;
environmental-friendly furniture.
This offer satisfied visitors: according
to the public survey, 80 percent of participants said at Imm they accomplished their target.
The next edition of Imm will be held
in January, 18-23, 2011, together with
“LivingKitchen”, the new exhibition

FURNITURE

“COMFORT ZONE”:
THE SHAPE OF WELLNESS
Home and every single piece of furniture it houses is a warm, soft, reassuring nest: couches and
sofas are deigned to sink into them, and feature
a more appealing look thanks to a covering of structured textiles, wrinkled or with a pattern of bright
colors like ochre with touches of blackberry,
beige, mustard-yellow, ruby red and bright green.
Round shapes are inspired by handicrafts traditions and taste, and the bright colors used for chairs,
upholstery and furniture accessories of the "Comfort Zone" trend recall the idea of a refuge-home
against the monotonous grey of the external
world. The ideal scenario is the romantic farmhouse
of the British arts and crafts era with a certain
Chesterfield influence, and furniture accessories
are subject to such influence in the research for item
customization in terms of shapes and materials
which resemble Dit appeal and looks. Besides fabrics, among the leading characters of this trend we
also find hand-processed paper, long hair carpets
and round ceramic tiles, symbol of long life.

promoted by the Cologne Fair celebrating the great return of the kitchen
into the city on the Rhine.
AND NOW KITCHEN
Together with Imm, at the Cologne fair
the year 2011 will mark the debut of the
“LivingKitchen”, the international
kitchen event which will be held every
two years. In order to provide full visibility to a strategic sector for the woodworking and furniture industry, in January, 18-23, 2011, the new show will
gather leading German and international companies: besides kitchen furnishings and built-in kitchen appliances, the event will also showcase
sink units and fittings, tapware, refined
countertops, cook hoods, lighting and
accessories.
The ambition is also to become one of

Foreign
companies

German
companies
42%

58%

the major reference shows for contemporary lifestyle and a renewed
trigger for the market and consumption
recovery, starting from the fact that in
Germany alone over half of the kitchens
must be renovated, without mentioning
the huge waiting times in the contract
area: therefore organizers decided to
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open the event to the public and not
only to trade visitors for three days, promoting the information and entertaining initiative “A passion for kitchens”
which includes the setup of a large
stage for presentations in the entrance
hall and isles for events in hall 5, together with a vast central area in hall
4 for exhibitions and presentations
and a calendar of collateral initiatives
in the city center. For Italian kitchen
manufacturers looking for winning approach strategies towards the German
and North-European markets, organizers paid particular attention: the Italian branch office of the Cologne Fair is
planning to organize a collective participation of Italian manufacturers of accessories and components providing
advantages in terms of both organization and logistics. ■

“REHAB”: START OVER
BY SEVERITY
The “Rehab” trend is clear and accurate: stop
with rich decorations and formal magnificence
which have been characterizing recent years’ collections, today we call for a return to severity and
essential minimalism. A new sobriety in furniture
and accessories is expressed through the lack
and renunciation of everything that is considered
unnecessary, the dominant color is white, combined with soft pastel colors for few, pondered
complements. Simple materials processed
through state-of-the-art technologies are combined with innovative plastic materials, yet manufactured through traditional processes, all in a
formal search that becomes entertainment in inventing new shapes by pumping up materials or
enlarge structures, or even combine and rearrange traditional shapes to configure a new
composing and expressive language with edgy
lines dominating over round lines. Preferred materials are carton, metal and fabric, plastic materials and Plexiglas, which together with color
are meant to strengthen an idea of soft approach
to the construction of the domestic environment
where furniture gets lost until it disappears. ■
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PRODUCTS

COMPAGNUCCI

DS EUROPE

ZUANI

NEWS FOR THE KITCHEN

PERFECT MEASURES

“SYSTEMPASS ZUANI”

Kitchen technology tends more and
more to meet requirements related to
comfort and functionality due to less
available time, reduced space compared to the past and, consequently,
the need for a more customized organization. Based in Santa Maria Nuova (Ancona) and for over forty years
specializing in the production of specific technological solutions for kitchen
furniture, Compagnucci (www.compagnucci.it) has designed a system –
easy to install and use – to make all wallmount units immediately accessible:
“Tiramigiù” (meaning “pull me down”).
Basically, it is a small remote switch that
– used when needed – lowers the internal part of the
wall mount unit, so
that everything inside it can be easily reached. This
system has several
applications. It can
be installed in 45,
60, 90 and 120 cm
cabinets and can
be provided with
simple shelves,
dish racks or small household appliances which remain connected to the
power supply and therefore can be
used directly from the shelf on which
they are placed. “Tiramigiù” requires a
minimum depth of 310 mm in case of
simple shelves and 335 mm in case of
small household appliances. In addition, thanks to its versatility, the system
can be used in several applications,
such as to lower the dish rack or the tv
set when needed and then “hide” it
back into the cabinet. Another immediate advantage of this system is the
possibility to leverage every single
inch in the kitchen, including the highest areas, with no need of ladders. ■

Industrial machinery manufacturers
often need to measure forces or
weights that may be not perfectly
aligned along the measurement axis of
load cells. In addition, they always need
to transfer the measured value to the
control electronic system (PLC or
computer), preventing electric disturbances and ensuring high resolution.
Specializing in the production of measuring systems, Ds Europe offers the
load cells series “500Qd”, able to reduce the consequences of off-center
forces/weights; these cells can be
provided with built-in analog (±5V,
±10V and 4-20mA outputs) or digital
(canopen, Rs485 and Rs422 outputs)

amplification electronics. Accurate,
compact and suitable also for heavier
industrial applications, the “500Qd” series provides measuring ranges from
0 to 2-3-6-12-25-60-110-220-330-5501,000-2,000 Kg. Built-in electronics
have a mechanical guard and electric
shield; the system streamlines postsales assistance thanks to the interchangeability between cells and it
eliminates the costs and footprint of an
external cell. Built-in analog electronics are pre-calibrated by Ds Europe
and, providing an amplified signal, it allows higher resolution thanks to the improved signal/disturbance ratio compared to non-amplified signals. Digital
electronics allow long distance data
transmission protected against electrical noise, high sampling rate, high
resolution, pre-calibration and simplified wiring. ■
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Since 1972, Zuani, based in Rovereto (Trento), has been designing and
manufacturing mechanically fixed
tools for the production of windows,
furniture and other woodworking operations, both standard and custom.
Since 1998, the company is certified
Iso 9001. For a few months, the company has been offering the possibility to obtain the EC marking according to the En14351-1 standard by
means of cascading ITT. Through
“SystemPass Zuani” it is now possible to obtain the type tests carried
out by the lft Rosenheim institute on
a wide range of construction solutions,
but most of all it is possible to receive
a production control plan, complete
and easy to apply to single production plants. Besides giving instructions
on how to complete windows, “SystemPass Zuani” provides tipps and
tests to carry out according to the EC
marking requirements. In addition, all
heat-insulation analyses are carried
out in compliance with the En 100772 standard, i.e. using the method of
finished elements, aimed at reaching
the values in compliance with the set
parameters starting from last January
1st, 2010. ■

ENVIRONMENT

ISPRA: DEFORESTATION ALARM
Alarming figures on deforestation and forest degradation. The most recent
figures estimate of net loss
of forest is 7.3 million
hectares per year. Moreover, other forest lands are
subjected to degradation,
through unsustainable harvest or land-use practices
or selective logging, fire
and other anthropogenic
disturbances, leading to
substantial reduction of forest biomass, species composition and structure. Monitoring forest degradation
and its effects – which can
be more severe than those
caused by deforestation –
is more technically challenging than monitoring deforestation.
These are the most important considerations emerged from Ispra's report (the
institute for environmental
protection and research),
presented during the congress "Deforestation and
forest degradation. The responses of the Italian forestwood system", that was
held in Rome at the end of
the last year.
The root direct and indirect
causes of deforestation
and forest degradation are
quite diverse and complex.
They are for the most part
inter-related, changing from
region to region and from
nation to nation. Typically, in
developing Countries, deforestation and forest

nually in lost taxes and royalties.

degradation are linked to
poverty, population growth
and overpopulation, stagnating economy, and urbanization. Governments
of developing Countries,
with the aim to solve national debt, normally rely on
the use of their natural resources, like forest ones.
The role of population dynamics in a local setting
may be decisive in driving
deforestation and forest
degradation. Local populations cause deforestation
and forest degradation
when they collect wood for
fuel, or to search out land
for farming. Deforestation
and forest degradation are
linked to corruption of government institutions, to the
inequitable distribution of
wealth and power.
Whereas most gains from
this destruction of natural
capital are modest and
short-lived, deforestation

and forest degradation
cause severe consequences on landscape,
soil, biodiversity, public
health, society and weather (humidity, rainfall, surface
temperature) patterns, as
well on global climate.
Regarding illegal logging,
the Organization for economic co-operation and
development (Oecd) estimates that 5-10 percent of
global industrial round
wood trade is illegally harvested, with consequent
difficulties in forest management. The World bank
evaluates approximately illegal logging costs the
global market more than
10 billion Us dollars a year.
Illegal logging is responsible for a loss of public assets in developing Countries in excess of 10 billion
Us dollars annually to which
must be added an additional 5 billion Us dollars an-

Italy is the Europe’s second
and world’s sixth largest
importer Country of wood
products. In 2006, the import of roundwood and
semi-finished wood products (such as sawnwood,
wood-pulp, chipboard,
hardboard, medium-density fibreboard, oriented
strand board) climbed to 19
million tonnes, a total worth
of 9.2 billion euros. In the
last decade, figures on import of wood products show
an increasing tendency for
all wood categories, except for roundwood.
Halting global deforestation and forest degradation
asks for better governance,
coordination and integration of initiatives taken up by
stakeholders, both at national and international
scale. In this regard, three
complementary priority areas of action can be identified in Italy: adopting and
implementing international
conventions and intergovernmental agreements on
deforestation, forest degradation and related issues;
improving cross-sector policy co-ordination, integration
and co-operation in support of deforestation and
forest degradation avoidance; and promoting publicprivate co-operation and
partnerships. ■
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EXHIBITIONS

FULL HOUSE AT MADE EXPO
WAITING FOR THE “GREEN REVOLUTION”
Research and innovation were the major topics at the 2010 edition,
which focused also on construction timber. The projects of the housing plan
for the construction of new buildings in the earthquake area of L’Aquila.
For the construction industry – and the whole world
– we need a third industrial revolution, to safeguard
the biosphere against the critical consequences
of climate changes by focusing on clean energy
and innovative, environmental-friendly construction.
And we need to act now, starting from Expo 2015.
These were the opening lines of the 2010 edition
of Made expo-Milano architettura design edilizia,
the exhibition on design and construction that took
place in February 3-6, at Fiera Milano Rho, promoted by FederlegnoArredo and Uncsaal and organized by Made eventi. This was the call of the
economist and philosopher Jeremy Rifkin, Nobel
prize for economy and president of the Foundation on economic trends in Washington, at the opening conference, which got straight to the public,
manufacturers, designers and technical operators
who filled the Lombardy exhibition center throughout the 4 days of Made expo: over 1,700 companies (254 from abroad) on over 90 thousand square
metres exhibiting surface, and 242,152 visitors, 21
percent more compared to 2009; foreigners alone
increased by 24 percent.
In order to meet the renovation requirements
called for by Rifkin, Made expo presented an exhibiting program based on the combination research-innovation and including 180 events and
initiatives, conferences and in-depth workshops,
installations and topic-oriented exhibitions, such
as the Forum on construction technology, the architecture Laboratory, the second edition of
the “InstantHouse” contest dedicated to young
designers and architects, and the specialized Salons "Decor & color show” (focusing on color) and
“Europolis” (on sports facilities, swimming pools,
fitness and urban design).
The final figures of the exhibition are a strong
sign of interest and liveliness which – accord-
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ing to exhibition organizers – clearly indicate that
the entire industry believes in post-crisis recovery. “We are highly satisfied with the accomplished results – they say – not only in terms
of figures, but also and most importantly with
the positive climate we breathed in the halls.
Once again, Made expo was an efficient tool
for companies that were provided by the show
with important occasions for business, service
and in-depth analysis”.
Made expo represents a world that in terms of
turnover in 2008, according to what the Study
Center of FederlegnoArredo estimates, is 370 billion euro worth. A major role was played by structural timber, with an increase in participation, with
an exhibiting surface 40 percent larger than last
year, and technical and cultural contribution
thanks to the initiatives by Assolegno, the association of FederlegnoArredo for first-processing and timber construction companies.
Starting from the exhibition “Nature and professionalism: timber protagonist in Abruzzo”, promoted by the Italian civil defense, which −
through pictures, videos and construction details
in full scale − showed the experience of manu-

TIMBER LOOKING FOR SPACE

YOUNG TALENTS AWARDED

Paolo Ninatti, Assolegno president, can
hardly conceal his satisfaction for the leap
forward of the construction timber industry,
“certified” by reconstruction works in
Abruzzo. “The evolution of this industry was
there to see, Abruzzo only highlighted it”.
The results in terms of presence and interest at Made expo give some hope of recovery in the upcoming months. “We see
great interest and moderate optimism, although real economy is influenced by a difficult financial trend and pessimism, and
investments are still cautious. The trend is
however well-defined, the growth may slow
down but not stop, per-capita timber consumption has doubled in recent years”.
What is the lesson learned from the intervention in L’Aquila? “We must be aware of
our capabilities and potentials, we walked
out of Abruzzo with our head up high”.
Within the association, the group “timber
structure houses and buildings” was recently established, holding its first assembly right during Made expo. Today, the
newly-established Group gathers about
35-40 companies, but − according to the
Assolegno president − in a couple of years
they will reach 80-100.

During Made expo, the winners of the second edition of the
“InstantHouse” contest were awarded; the contest is open
to Italian and foreign graduates and university students from
architecture, engineering and industrial design faculties, it is
promoted by FederlegnoArredo and Politecnico di Milano.
With 201 participating projects, 72 of which coming from outside Italy, the contest has awarded the best three projects on
the subject “Temporary housing_Soundscapes”, dedicated to environment and sound landscape in contemporary
cities with the realization of reception housing units for young
guests at Expo 2015. The first prize went to the project by
Marco Gazzola, Elisa Fortuna and Elena Panza (Venice university architecture department-Iuav), whose prototype in full
scale was also exhibited in hall 7 at Made expo.

facturers of timber construction systems in postearthquake reconstruction. A special area was
dedicated also to cork − natural, environmental-

friendly and versatile material used in anti-seismic construction in L’Aquila for buildings with low
environmental impact and high sound insulation
− in young designers’ projects within “InstantHouse”, or creative ideas for installations between
art and design such as “Onion Pinch”, organized
by Amorim Cork Composite upon the project of
Caterina Tiazzoldi and Eduardo Benamor Duarte
in the lounge area of FederlegnoArredo using 15
cork rings closed by one bolt, whose position affects shape and stiffness; and then to create
boats like “Techne3” by the Politecnico di Milano,
winner of the regatta organized and promoted by
Università Roma Tre, or to recycle thanks to the
combined initiative “Tappo a chi” by the Gruppo Sughero within Fla and Rilegno (Italian consortium for the collection, recovery and recycling
of wood packagings).
The next edition of Made expo will be held in October 5-8, 2011, yet – as organizers have already
announced – throughout the upcoming months we
will keep on working by presenting international
events and initiatives that will set the pace waiting
for the next edition: “The priority of Made expo is
to accompany companies towards the huge
challenge of Expo 2015, which chose the exhibition as a reference occasion for construction systems, a key industry for the future of our plant within a new perspective of sustainability and safeguard of environment and man”. ■
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PERFECT TOOLS
EVEN AGAINST DUST
A commitment to the safeguard of health and environment
against the dispersion of machining dust and chips,
of course combined with utmost quality of the finished product.
That’s the mission of Umdasch (shop furniture)
and Cruing (tool manufacturer).

bution to the improvement of environmental
conditions in the woodworking industry.

Albin Siegert
and Giorgio Fieni.

Double track for innovation, between maximum
production performance and environmental
protection and worker safety, starting from
tough fight against dust and chips. This is how
we can describe the partnership between Umdasch – Austrian group specializing in furniture
for shops and sales points – and Cruing – manufacturing high accuracy tools for the furniture
industry made of polycrystalline diamond since
1964. The subject of the cooperation was the
construction and “optimization” of a real system
of tools, called “Aerotech System”, which allows to completely eliminate dust produced
during nesting and routing operations.
In 2008, “Aerotech System” won the Challengers distinguished achievement award®,
internationally renowned as the industry’s most
valuable technological award and for its contri-
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Founded in Austria in Amstetten in 1868 and
with Italian subsidiaries in Laives near Bozen
and in Parma, where the production facility is
based, Umdasch relies on a sales network that,
besides Austria and Italy, is also active in Germany, Switzerland, France, United Kingdom,
Ireland, Middle East and Czech Republic. In
about half century in business, the company
has furnished over 50 thousand shops in 50 different countries, 300 thousand square meters a
year, from big retail stores to specialized shops,
food excluded. Today, the Umdasch “Shopfitting” division (the other division of the group is
represented by the giant Doka producing formworks for the building and construction industry) is one of the major companies in the design,
production and services of shop furniture, an integrated offer which in 2008 reached 254 million euro turnover, 15 in Italy alone. The
strengths of the activity are the business organization providing design, project management, a supply and production network
throughout Europe, and installation services all
over the world, together with the production of
complex furniture solutions based on modular
systems allowing different configurations with
great flexibility. Among its customers, we find
great fashion brands with single-brand shops
in Italy and abroad like Calvin Klein, Romeo
Gigli and Thun, as well as small shops. A com-

mitment that Umdasch keeps with the support
of 60 employees in Italy.
The marriage of interest with Cruing – based in
Roseto degli Abruzzi near Teramo and growing
by 18 percent annually on Italian and international markets – was decided about two years
ago, when Umdasch started to push hard on
the renewal of its production technologies and
decided to adopt the “Aerotech System”, innovative tools for machining centers which, besides performance, provide excellent protection
against dust and very clean environment. A solution that did not miss to draw our attention, so
we talked about it with Albin Siegert, production manager at the Umdasch facility in Parma,
and Giorgio Fieni, Cruing sales manager.
Let’s start with Umdasch: Mr. Siegert, is it a
complex work to furnish shops?
“When you talk about solutions ranging from
design to inauguration, the variables to consider are really many, especially because the
customer requires highly customized solutions
that must be adapted to specific environments
and geometries, without using standard furniture and modules, and with the need to comply with a precise model, with the corporate
image of a big brand. The key is to find a good
trade-off between handicraft skills and technology: on one hand, we try to industrialize
stages like particleboard cutting, operations
carried out by working centers and edge-banding, and we try to bring together several orders
from different customers in order to optimize
production cycles. On the other hand, we have
a “workbench department”, where we still need
professional joiners who can read a drawing
correctly and find the right solution to such requirements. Our group organization allows us
to leverage synergies in the territory; for instance, we outsource the painting and lacquering of mdf elements to local partners. The
same principle applies to hardware, brackets,
racks, cloth hangers, glazing and lighting. The
Umdasch Group also has the huge advantage
to offer standard systems from catalog: customers can choose these standard elements,
we order them and – once they arrive at our fa-

cility – we distribute them according to the corresponding orders and we add them to wood
components, which generally account for 3040 percent of an order, produced here in the
Parma facility”.
How have you come to choose "Aerotech System" tools for your working centers?
“Two years ago, the management of our group
decided to invest in new machinery for the
Parma facility, a new panel saw and a machining center to obtain shaped workpieces and
carry out their edge-banding. We certainly
could not avoid thinking about adequate tools
for our needs, and later on, our research led us
to the system Cruing launched in 2008. Our
analysis started from a series of products like
stave panels, whose processing creates a
great amount of chips. We were looking for
tools that would support efficient extraction,
also according to the strict environmental policies of the town where we are and the focus on
environmental safeguard and workers’ health
that our group has always maintained.
In addition, we have seen a tangible reduction
of cleaning times and saving on energy consumption for the extraction system. Like your
readers know very well, working with nc machining centers can sometimes be complex
and one of the major needs is that sensors and
other “sensitive” parts are perfectly clean, with
no dust. And with “Aerotech System” we accomplished great results also in this regard”.

Some pictures
of the “Swer” shop
in San Marino,
furnished
by Umdasch.
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An “Aerotech System”
tool at work.

Mister Fieni, how did you get this
idea?
“It is a response to the constant demand of our customers to find a solution to
the dispersion of processing dust into the working
environment; this is one of
the most common complaints
for people working close to machines and for an improved management of the production cycle:
quite often, dust even affects the
reading of barcodes that identify the
workpiece and allow to retrieve the
correct machining program.
Increasing automation requires as clean environments as possible, which means reducing
downtimes. Our technical staff has carefully
studied the “Aerotech System”, which was submitted to several tests. Among these, the work
carried out at the Stuttgart University on a 5axis machine: tests that allowed us to measure
a dust and chip extraction capacity of 97.4 percent.
This is possible thanks to a special configuration of the tool-holder which allows to capture
dust and convey it far away from the processing area, with a versatility that allows its use on
all types of wood-based panels. In practice, it
is a tool-holding unit incorporating a turbine that
creates an airflow at 80 meters per second at
24 thousand round per minutes, directly at the
cutting point. Such speed captures the dust
and chips removed by the machine and evacuates them into the machine hood, so that they
can be extracted easily. As to the rest, as far as
technical performance is concerned, it is a normal tool that carries out a technically standard
work. In addition, it allows quick tool change
with a rather simple kit to mount and remove inserts, and it is available in several dimensions
with different mounts”.
What kind of reaction did you get from the market for this solution?
“We are convinced that this is the best innovation of the last fifteen years in the tool industry.
As evidence, there are many duplication at-
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tempts we have seed, but no one
has accomplished it. It is not
just a matter of moving air:
you have to create, at the
same time, a safety element
that is also functional and
can be used on different machine types, old or new. The
market has welcomed this innovation: there are machinery
manufacturers that constantly use
it in their showrooms and present
“Aerotech System” to their customers, referring them to us if they
want to buy it. Its usefulness also depends on the processes it is used for: as
already mentioned, “Aerotech System” is great
in routing, in nesting”.
Mister Siegert, so this is an important contribution to your production process...
“Absolutely. It is a qualifying choice that we
could define as the cherry on the pie of our
working method, our technological and process
choices. We start from materials, mostly panels,
that we purchase from major Italian and European manufacturers, Fantoni, Frati and Egger
first of all. We process particleboard, multi-layer,
mdf, laminates, from which all wood elements
of our furniture are created. I do not need to add
how important quality is: when you work with
prestigious brands, which are synonyms for
quality and design, it is clear that nothing can
be left to chance. In our facility we have chosen
first-class technologies that have allowed us to
organize the production flow with the integration
of new procedures and boms that are automatically generated for every process stage: cutting, edge-banding, drilling, painting, mounting,
packaging, delivery. An important stage is the
test assembly and the following dismantling
and packaging: at Umdasch, we assemble and
test all our furniture elements, because we cannot afford any surprise when we are installing
them in a shop or a big store. Times would not
allow it and everything must be foreseen and organized with great, almost obsessive care for
details. And this is also valid for routing tools, as
you have seen!”. ■
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TECHNOLOGY

FROM WINDOWS
TO THE VENETIAN BUCENTAUR
For someone who chose innovative technological solutions
and has a deep knowledge of raw material wood, it is not difficult
to pass from the production of windows and balconies to the enormous
oars of the historic galley of the doges in Venice, the Bucentaur.
This is confirmed by the experience of Loris Cellana,
founder and owner of the joinery Alpilegno.

Deeply rooted in Val di Ledro, in Trentino, the cradle of woodworking and of know-how and experience in joinery, but most importantly ready to take
up real production challenges thanks to the selection of machines and technologies that have
allowed to open a new opportunities to handicraft
skills. We are talking about Alpilegno, a production
facility based in Tiarno di Sopra and a showroom
in Storo, both near Trento, founded in 1995 by
Loris Cellana and operating since 2001 in a new
2,300 square meters production facility with 19 em-
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ployees and about 2 million euro turnover.
Summing up, in fifteen years of activity the company has made huge steps forward, focusing on
team work, collaboration between skilled people
fond of their job, an organization where each person feels at ease and finds the right place, so as
to optimize the experience and role of everyone.
Because people are still important when
it comes to processing wood and knowing how to treat it...
It is an important choice for an entrepreneurial activity that started from a joiner’s
shop and still today – despite process industrialization – is rooted there. Today, production focuses mainly on windows,
doors, gates and balconies; the offer is
completed by shutters, flooring and staircases. All manufactured using top-quality larch and fir, in a land where wood has
always been at home.
Yet, the history of Alpilegno also includes furniture
and chests, boxes for firewood and shelves, together with everything that falls into the definition
of “joinery”. Skills, that is the common element. And
in such a large portfolio there is also room for satisfaction: the company manufactures the oars for
the stately celebration of the Bucentaur in
Venice, which was the doge’s galley and has now
become the symbol of handicraft skills and abilities of Italian craftsmen: 42 pieces, 10.5 meters
long, plus the 12 meters post specifically built for
a 35 meters long and 7.5 meters wide boat. A boat
that, according to plans, will touch water seven
times a year. Gigantic, beautiful oars with the look
and feel of ancient times... 42 “giants”, each moved
by four rowers, which means over 168 people rowing, plus some forty sailors and over 200 guests
that the Doge’s galley can accommodate.
With no doubt, each time it is placed in water, it’s
pure emotion; with no doubt, on those occasions
the hearts of Loris Cellana and his collaborators
will beat faster...
“A majestic work that conquered us, and we found
ourselves involved almost by chance, thanks to
the instinct of Alfredo Piantoni of Pialegno in Dezzo di Scalve (Bergamo). We got in touch with the
Committee of the Bucentaur and everything

Loris Cellana.

started. We have worked on these oars and the
post for several months. An exciting, though complex adventure, with a thousand small problems
to be solved... such as knocking down a piece of
wall to have enough space to work on these huge
timber “beams” using our machining centers, also
thanks to special trolleys we have built for this work.
We are talking about six-hundred kilo beams we
have processed in six “setups” due to their
length, whereby each pass was controlled by a
specific program. In the end, we obtained these
beautiful oars, each weighing “only” 140 kilos!”.
For those who know wood, it is easy to imagine
that without nc machining centers it would have
been a challenge requiring much more time...
“Not only: it would not have been possible to obtain such perfect oars. We have made them thanks
to our experience with this type of machines, an
experience we have been acquiring since 1995,
when we purchased our first machining center,
a “Record 132 Prisma” by Scm, already incorporating 5 axes. We have recently purchased a
new cad/cam software that has allowed us to extend the capabilities of the working center substantially. Thanks to such investments, we could
take up the challenge, because without adequate
equipment it would have been impossible to car-
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ry out this work. Also larch glulam played a key
role, we received it from Pialegno, which in turn
had purchased it from the company Marino
Fanti in Malosco (Trento). We had to load these
elements on our working center from outside the
building, even making a hole in our laboratory’s
wall. Thanks to software, machine and 3d drawing by Persico in Nembro (Bergamo), we could
start production, moving the oar to machine the
subsequent piece, always with utmost accuracy.
First we processed the upper face, then the lower face. In practice, we re-positioned the oar six
times with no problem whatsoever: first we created the blade, then the loom and finally the handle. We turned it and did the same on the back
side... same method used for the post, which we
created by processing the initial beam in three
segments: one 1.2 meters long, one 6 meters long,
and one 5.2 meters long. Just think that it took 12,
13 hours to the machining center to obtain each
oar from the initial beam. Doing all this manually
would have been really impossible. Once we obtained the oar, we integrated our manual skills that,
as always, in the end make the difference in the
final product quality”.
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You manufacture almost everything, even though
windows and balconies are your current specialization. And you also paint your products...
“Yes, we chose to be as independent as possible,
and get the most suitable, high performance technologies for the work we want to carry out.
I have always been convinced that you have to
work well, that the quality of what you build must
be the best possible. And in order to do that, you
must not waste time, resources, energy. In this regard, technology helps us a lot. Another example.
From Scm Group we also purchased an Scm “Windoor 40R” that we use to process windows,
gates and shutters, together with a type of interior door made of solid wood. Thanks to the operating head of this working center, we can carry out
all drilling operations to insert hardware, and when
the workpiece gets out, it is ready for gluing and
external profiling. Modern, efficient systems connected to a software that allow the best control ever.
Examples of investments that, after all, are necessary in a rather isolated area, where it is necessary to be able to do everything that is required.
We have come to such choices after careful thinking, with some worries, but they have paid back:
today we also work as subcontractors for other
companies. Today, joinery means also this: not only
knowing wood, but also how to process it, relying
on individual skills and experience combined with
instruments that until some decades ago we did
not even imagine that could exist! I have never left
one single year pass by without investing in new
machines, new plants, and now we are able to produce more and better, accepting also challenges
like the involvement in the construction of the
Doge’s Bucentaur!".
Machines replace joiners...
“No, this will never happen. To get the best from
such complex equipment, you need skilled people, who have technical abilities but also familiarity with this material. The age of manual work is certainly coming to an end, but you need a good joiner for even the most intelligent machining center
to work well and quickly. You must know wood well:
it is utopia to think that anyone can process it using the right machine, because it is a living material, it has a direction, a grain. People make and will
more and more make the difference...”. (l.r.) ■

PEOPLE

TOM MALONEY: A LEGEND
WITH A NOBLE CAREER!
Tom Maloney taught and inspired several generations of particleboard
technologists, mill builders and wood products manufacturers around
the globe. In these pages, we present an interview by Ward Williams,
mdf and forest products industry specialist and editor.
Tom Maloney – the professor of Washington
State University, Usa – taught and inspired several generations of particleboard technologists,
mill builders and wood products manufacturers
around the globe. After graduating in 1956 with
a degree in industrial arts (now known as industrial technology), he remained on campus at Wsu
and began his professional cellulosic career as
a “junior wood technologist” in the Washington
State Institute of technology. He worked his up
through the faculty ranks and became a full professor in the Department of materials science
& engineering in 1977. From 1972 to 1995, he
was director of the University’s wood materials
and engineering laboratory (Wmel). He is officially retired from the faculty of Washington State
University but has remained in close touch with
his legion of friends throughout the worldwide
particleboard and forest products industry. I was
pleased that agreed to be interviewed.
It’s hard to imagine that Tom Maloney has retired. What’s going on with you these days?
“Well, retirement coincided with a few “medical
issues.” I had retired after surgery for colon
cancer. All of the cancer was removed, but my
energy level and stamina were greatly reduced.
I learned that when one gets to an advanced
age, you gain some recognition! After retirement, I received several awards in years from
different groups. However, I hasten to add that
although I got the awards, I am just the “point
person” for everyone that I worked with over the
years at the Wmel”.

How did you get started in the wood field?
“I grew up and in the “tall timber” forested area
around the cit of Raymond in Southwestern
Washington, Usa. My first job (1947) was in a
sawmill at age 16, loading boxcars with studs
that was being sent to England to “Rebuild
Britain.” I worked in the usual physically demanding “grunt jobs” on green chains, dry
chains, pulling wood waste to chippers,
etcetera. I had to interrupt university studies for
three years due to a sawmill accident and illness. Still, I was able work in the construction
field. I recall building a huge new sawmill. It was
a fabulous operation, with 450 workers on site.
Well, that was the prelude to my working in the
forest products industry for the next 40 years!
Our goal in the Pullman laboratory was to make
use of all of the wood waste and to improve
the quality of the products being made. While
growing up, I had watched untold thousands of
dollars worth of waste wood just going up in
smoke. Some of the lumber “waste” burned
then would fetch hundreds of dollars per thousand board feet nowadays!
I had wanted to be an architectural engineer
but was persuaded not to pursue this degree;
so, I graduated in the industrial technology
field. This turned out to be an excellent background for what I ultimately did, since it included management skills, building with wood
and construction techniques”.

Tom Maloney.

The name “Tom Maloney” is almost synonymous with particleboard and the world-famous
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particleboard Symposium held for (how many?)
years at Washington State University in Pullman.
How did it start?
“Our laboratory had become a leader in developing the technology of the industry, but there
was no real collection of information for use in
research or by industry. I knew the leaders in
the world industry through doing work for their
companies, visiting plants and attending meetings. It was clears that we needed a gathering
of all the experts. I started by preparing a detailed outline for the first symposium to cover
the critical parts of a typical production
process. I involved numerous industry people
and discussed and fine-tuned a program. My
argument was that there was research data in
the library and the laboratory but that we
needed to take advantage of plant and laboratory experiences of the people throughout the
industry. My supervisor at the University bought
this argument, and, as they say, “the rest is history,” with 44 Symposia following thus far. Over
many years, the proceedings of the symposia
were regarded as a “bible” of the industry; so
when something “went wrong” in the plant,
there was an immediate source to solve the
problem or to locate an expert”.
History tells us that particleboard started in Europe, where such pioneers as the Bison (Germany) and Fahrni (Switzerland) gave birth to
this new product. Can you cite some early work
in Usa?
“There will always be a controversy on who was
first. The first true evidence I could find was that
of Watson, an American, who patented a product much like a modern-day flakeboard in
1905. My research turned up history that (to my
knowledge) the first true particleboard plant
was built in Dubuque, Iowa, Usa, in 1935. This
plant used waste pine shavings and other millwork residue and ran until 1942, when the war
brought on a shortage of raw material. That company was Farley & Loetscher manufacturing Co.
I covered this in my book “Modern particleboard and dry-process fiberboard manufacturing”. This information came from one of
the plant operators F.W. Ter Louw who presented a paper on this plant at the 1976 Parti-
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cleboard Symposium (No. 10). He also gave
me samples of the product.
I was hired at the wood technology section of
the Washington State Institute of technology to
set up test procedures. The laboratory had
begun to look into wood composites, including
hardboard, particleboard, flakeboard and osb
product. No one really knew much about the
process, so we did fundamental research for a
year to learn the basics of manufacture, including press cycles, resin distribution, resin
particle size, use of wax, particle geometry,
species differences and resin types as well as
evaluating machinery. Both industry and the
state offered support.
Recognizing our projects, engineering firms
funneled developmental work into us as the first
big new plants were being built. The knowledge we gained was used by the firms in their
plant designs. One plant was built that was a
larger version of our laboratory. We were lucky
to get in at the ground floor of the industry as
young people. There weren’t any elder statesmen to tell us what to do. Because there was
so much practical knowledge out in the industry, it seemed only smart to start the particleboard Symposium to bring all of this
knowledge into the public realm. The industrial
people were very willing to participate because
everyone gained something new. Speakers
talked freely of their problems, experiences,
and solutions to problems. This free interchange is still a hallmark of the Symposium.
As far as some of the timber barons at the time
felt, particleboard and other wood composites
were a waste of our time and research money.
One president of a big company told me what
I should do with this research effort. Sad to say,
that company no longer exists. There were numerous others that thought the same way.
But our event proved highly successful in attracting great industry support throughout
North America, Europe and other regions and
Pullman became known throughout the wood
world. We added the word “international” to our
conference title! Further, we dropped the word
“patrticleboard” and replaced it with the term,
“composite materials” to cover all of the newly
produced composites (waferboard, osb, com-

ply, lvl, psl, etcetera). By now everyone knew
“Pullman” and what the program was”.
Did the challenge of utilizing wood waste become a priority for you?
“Definitely. We knew that to have an outstanding laboratory, we had to fight the wasteful
ways that the industry had in the days of easy
access to great timber. So we organized our
approach and aimed for the goal of getting
four times the product out of the forest that
was presently the case, ca. 1970. These steps
were taken. First: new processes and materials
were developed to completely utilize the harvested trees, including previously unused
“weed” species and those low in commercial
value. Second: adhesive research involving all
of the wood composites and gluing and laminating processes to achieve more-efficient and
reliable methods of bonding wood materials
and developing new adhesives. Third: fundamental and applied research on non-destructive testing of plywood, wood composites, logs,
lumber and structures to reduce the amount of
wood required to perform given tasks. This
work led to rapid development of new engineered wood products such as lvl and Ibeams. Fourth: new and highly efficient
construction designs combining research (our
own and others’) with studies of engineered
wood structures and studies of the physical
and mechanical properties of the various
species.
In some ways the laboratory was ahead of its
time when founded in 1949. The vision and
need for such a laboratory, however, were there
and time has proven the value of such a laboratory. It adds up to over 50 years of success
and leadership in the world of forest products,
1957.

the result of the dedication and work of many
individuals in the Laboratory, the support from
the State of Washington and the University.
Moreover, and very importantly, the support of
many companies and individuals worldwide
has been invaluable to the laboratory.
The laboratory’s work ranged from conserving
our valuable forests, developing products that
efficiently use the harvested forest, adding
value to products, aiding the establishment of
new production lines, helping develop new
processes, reducing energy consumption, recycling materials, gaining code and consumer
acceptance of the new products and, in general, providing society with up-to- date science
and technology and technology transfer in the
field of forest products”.
Instituting and maintaining curriculum and research programs at Wsu stand out among your
“building accomplishments.” Please comment.
“I spent just a few months shy of 40 years at the
Wmel. We were able to develop a worldrenowned institution during that time. But like I
have told everyone, including our long-time
staff members and alumni, we just scratched
the surface in gaining new knowledge and
helping the forest products industry develop.
Now it is up to the next generation of faculty,
staff, and graduate assistants to build upon the
base that has been established.
And one of my great pleasures is to see the outstanding group now at the Laboratory. They
have far exceeded what anyone would have
forecast in research developments, education,
technology transfer, and help to industry. It
makes all of the good times and the frustrating
times we had over 40 years very worthwhile”.
by Ward Williams ■
1968.

1980.

Tom Maloney in the
lab during the yars.
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NEW BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
FOR CMC TEXPAN

There are many projects in
the pipeline for Cmc Texpan
in 2010. The company
based in Colzate, near Bergamo (Italy), will deliver machinery for particleboard
plants to Ivatsevichdrev in
Belarus, Metro in Thailand,
Masisa in Chile, Kastamonu
and Orma in Turkey, and
Canang in Indonesia, plus
an mdf plant to spf also in Indonesia. But the breaking
news for 2010 is that, as of
November 2009, the historical relationship between
Siempelkamp and Cmc
Texpan has been modified,
with the German corporation
now holding 70 percent of
the majority stake. As a result, the Italian company is
now even more integrated
into the technology, production, and innovation pool
of the Siempelkamp Group.
Furthermore, Cmc Texpan is
providing a wave of innovations because the company’s product range was expanded with important com-

ponents in the area of wood
preparation. The expanded
portfolio has re-introduced
products that Cmc Texpan
had already supplied in the
past in the areas of storage,
dosing, cleaning, screening, and the glue application
of chips, flakes, and fibers.
Cmc Texpan offers Siempelkamp customers a large
selection of bins and silos for
the storage and dosing of
both dry and wet materials.
These silos can be installed
in all production areas. According to the type of material processed, an appropriate discharge and dosing
system is installed.
Glue blending is undoubtedly an extremely important
part of the production
process of wood-based
boards. “The correct, consistent and accurate dosing
and mixing of particles, glue,
and additives is the precondition in achieving a
board with good mechanical
properties”, says Dario Zop-
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petti, president of Cmc Texpan. A state-of-the-art glue
blending system can provide
customers with considerable savings. Together with
the Siempelkamp research
and development department, Cmc Texpan has built
complete glue blending systems for particles and mdf
fibers. The program includes
glue blending systems with
integrated glue kitchens for
accurate preparation and
dosing of the glue mixture
and separate components,
respectively. These glue
kitchens are equipped with
the latest flow meters and
have been tested in Siempelkamp’s laboratory. The innovative software and hightech components save
tremendous amounts of
glue. Furthermore, the plant
reliability is significantly increased due to an installed
pressure equalizer with automatic shutoff.

“Having acquired the majority stake in Cmc Texpan
and, as a result, being able
to include the company’s
expanded product program
into the portfolio of the Siempelkamp Group has been a
remarkable gain for us. Because of it, we can now
even more specifically support plant operators. In this
way, Siempelkamp reliably
contributes to highest board
quality as well as resource
efficiency and, currently,
this is more important than
ever”, said Hans W. Fechner, chairman Siempelkamp Maschinen und Anlagenbau. ■

From left: Daniele Panzeri
(technological manager
of Cmc-Texpan), Paolo Gattesco
(project manager of Cmc-Texpan),
Hans Fechner (president
of Siempelkamp), Dario Zoppetti
(president of Cmc-Texpan)
e Franco Brembilla (managing
director of Cmc-Texpan).
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SAFEGUARDING
THE ENVIRONMENT
A leading Italian company
specializing in the design
and production of materials
made of natural hydraulic
lime for the building and
renovation industry, Tassullo has recently presented "T-Wood”, a specific
line of professional systems for the construction of
timber houses.
Characterized by a very
natural look and manufactured with environmentalfriendly processes, as witnessed by the environmental certification Iso
14001:2004, the “T-Wood”
line materials are green,
anallergic and they help
improve the health and living conditions of timber
houses. Designed and developed in the Tassullo research center, these materials also improve energy efficiency, sound insulation,
protection against all weather conditions, moisture and
prevent possible damage
caused by small animals.

Ensuring improved energy
saving, the use of “T-Wood”
products consequently
helps cut down costs, also
due to longer durability of
the structure that – finished
in this way – requires less
maintenance.
Not only. The use of these
products allows to cut down
construction costs and obtain buildings with improved
earthquake resistance.
The “T-Wood” line includes
a series of specific products
such as “T-Wood rasante”,
a smoothing filler for all
panel types specifically developed for osb and plywood; “T-Wood intonaco”, a
natural “Nhl 5” hydraulic
lime filler for wood constructions; “T-Wood protettivo”, a two-component solution to protect wood constructions against water;
“T-Wood primer”, an adhesion enhancer for woodbased panels; and “Brown
system”, an insulation system made of wood fiber. ■
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NEWS FOR
“VINTAGE” PARQUET
Breaking news from Gazzotti, the company based in
Trebbo di Reno (Bologna)
that has been manufacturing traditional and prefinished parquet since 1910.
After the huge success of
its “Vintage” parquet, the
Emilia-based company has
extended its product range
with the new “Plancia 10”
size, characterized by 10
millimeters thickness, 3 millimeters of noble layer and
7 millimeters of stabilizing
substrate obtained through
segmented processing to
provide absolute stability.
Suitable for both floating
and glued installation,
“Plancia 10” can be used
anywhere, including bathroom, kitchen and, in general, homes with underfloor
heating. The new format is
characterized by a delicate brushing and is available in ten colors: natural
oak, sand oak, armagnac
maison oak, barrique maison oak, reserve oak and
the new variations style
oak, dream oak, havana

oak, grace oak and vogue
oak.
Micro-pore finishing, natural look and easy maintenance are the key strengths
of “Plancia 10”, manufactured entirely in Italy to control every production stage.
The production processes
of the “Vintage” line are
absolutely environmental-

friendly and, confirming the
proven company’s attention for the environment,
Gazzotti has recently become a partner of KlimaHaus-Casa Clima, the leading authority in the field of
energy saving combined
with home comfort and sustainability. ■

PANELS

FROM RAW MATERIAL TO PANELS.
HERE IS THE PRODUCT OFFER BY PAL...
layers ready for the pressing
stage, which will turn them
into panels.

Founded in 1978 and based
in Ponte di Piave near Treviso, Pal is an Italian company specializing in the construction of machinery for the
production of wood-based
panels. After years of experience in the industry, today
the company is able to provide complete plants for the
processing of new and recycled timber for the production of particleboard,
mdf and osb, but also for the
production of pellets and

plants for the processing
and preparation of biomass
to generate electric power.
Let us try to understand better how the Veneto-based
company’s technological cycle works. Raw timber is
collected and crushed, refined, stocked (using different feeding and extraction
solutions), cleaned from pollutants of any type and
shape, classified, dosed and
glued; wood particles are later on divided into different

For the realization of new
projects, but also for constant innovation on already
existing projects, Pal can
rely on an advanced research and development
center that, among its activities, supports customers
during the test of the industrial process. This center
was established with the
aim of improving the performance of technological
cycles, cutting down plant
operation costs, minimizing
maintenance through the
application of special materials, optimizing plant layout
to achieve maximum results
at minimum costs, and in
general enhancing production processes.
“Acc” (Air chip cleaner),
“Desander” and "Metal
killer" are the three patented machines recently pre-

sented by the company included in the “Cleaning
Tower” system. The first,
“Acc”, is a plant designed
and built to clean recycled
wood chips; “Desander”
was developed to clean under-screen dust to eliminate
silica and recycle this material in combustion chambers or directly in the production cycle; “Metal killer”
is an innovative machine
designed to replace all the
old metal separation systems, thanks to its ability to
mechanically separate all
metal types (like iron, stainless steel, aluminum, copper, brass, etcetera) from the
chip flow in one single pass.
Being a completely mechanical machine, its electric consumption is negligible and operation costs are
minimum: unlike the systems currently available on
the market, no compressed
air is used and wood wastes
are minimized. ■
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ICA COATING: WHEN A PRODUCT
IS ENVIRONMENTAL-FRIENDLY...
Versatility and visual impact combined
with environmental safeguard: the group
based in the Marche region presents
a new range of specific Uv water-based
coating solutions for prefinished parquet.
In recent years, the use of timber flooring in
the construction industry has been increasing. Simple, elegant and natural, in the past parquet did not convince because it was damaged
easily; today, thanks to remarkable progress
and ongoing innovation, the treatment and
maintenance of this flooring type has become
easier and more accessible. But industry innovations have also improved the visual impact of
this product, providing different solutions ranging from timber quality to finishing.
Based in Civitanova Marche (Macerata) and
specializing in the production of special coating products for timber, ranking among the first
in Europe, Ica Group has decided to follow this
trend by presenting a new range of Uv waterbased coatings for prefinished parquet able
to convey completely new aesthetical effects
starting from a material that is suitable for this
kind of processes.
If, among all essences, oak looks like the most
successful, the most requested finishing is
‘open-pore’ because it allows flooring to pre-
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serve its natural aspect. Accordingly, Ica Group
has designed a range of coating solutions including a Uv water-based primer (“Uva5022”),
a Uv water-based coat (“Uva5340”) and two Uv
water-based finishing paints (“Uva5346G10”,
for curtain or spray painting, and “Uva911” for
roller painting) which can be combined in different ways. And because of their versatility,
these products can also be combined with Uv
100 percent acrylic paints for mixed cycles.
Besides ensuring utmost quality, these paints are
also environmental-friendly, a topical issue in interior design and architecture, ensuring even
better performance than several acrylic paints.
The Uv water-based primer “Uva5022”, for instance, conveys higher adhesion than similar
solvent-based products, while the new Uv waterbased coatings "Uva5346G10” and “Uva911”
provide utmost performance in terms of opacity
uniformity and pore definition. In addition, the
new water-based products by Ica allow to give
parquet a more natural look than 100 percent
acrylic coating, and can be used together with
colors that give oak that “antiqued” look.
The environmental-friendly approach is one of
the key strengths of Ica Group. In fact, in 1983
the company started a policy with an eye on environment, starting the production of the first
water-based paints; and the Life mark (the Instrument financier pour l’environnement) assigned by the European community to the

COMPANIES

THE LANDING
ON THE IBERIAN PENINSULA
It is called Ica Iberia, the operating unit of Ica
Group in Spain and Portugal. Active starting from
September of last year, the company was established with the aim of strengthening the Italian
group’s presence in these markets, already
reached by Ica and Salchi brands.
“Our development strategy in the Iberian Peninsula
– explains Sandro Paniccia, president and ceo of
the Ica Group – is based on the direct management
of a marketing organization that is able to guarantee
customer support and professional services. Our
task is to “solve” most complex technical requirements for woodworking industry operators. With this
new company our major goal is to improve the position of our brands in Spain and Portugal through
the sales of the range of water-based and Uv paints,
focusing on the increase of customer loyalty and
win new prospects interested in the use of coating
products with low environmental impact. In the next
two years we expect to increase the export of our
brands Ica and Salchi of timber paints in the Iberian
Peninsula and we hope to bring our export share
from the current 12 to 18 percent”.
The new facility in Benicarló, near Valencia, covers
about 1,100 square meters; then there is a branch facility in Lucena, Andalusia, covering 1,000 square
meters and depending directly on Ica Iberia. To complete the organization, there are also two storage facilities in Valencia and Zaragoza, while the
Portuguese site in Vila Nova De Famalicao near Porto
has been operating since the start of this year.
With 15 employees, Ica Iberia relies on large warehouses, laboratories equipped with a color matching
system for the production of colors and pigments,
and application centers for the preparation of products and practical demonstrations to customers.

range of two-component water-based paints is a confirmation of that. This recognition wanted to award the
“long-term, sustainable development” showed by Ica
Group and aimed at reducing air pollution. The only
award in the paint category, the project proved that the
company is working to reduce vos (volatile organic solvent) emissions into the atmosphere. ■

PB GROUP CONQUERS
RUSSIA AND AMERICA
A 25 thousand square meters facility over a 70 housand square meters area.
This is the size of the new
facility opened in Barchi
near Pesaro Urbino at the
end of last year by Pb
Group, specializing in the
production of wood doors
and windows, with currently
110 employees.
Established in 1970, the
Marche-based company
provides custom
windows trying to
meet all customer
requests.
The range includes
three models and
three sections
which can be customized according
to six styles. Not
only. The doors
and windows manufactured
by Pb Group ensure certified quality, as proven by
several certifications obtained including Uni En Iso
9002, Vision 2000, Gost
(Russian certification for
product and company
quality), Nfcr (National fenestration rating council),
Aama (American architectural manufactures association) and the Superlegno mark.
With an investment of 15
million euro, the new facility relies on state-of-theart technology that allows to
manufacture windows in
one single stage, a new

possibility that benefits customers in terms of higher
production flexibility, broad
choice, quick delivery, utmost attention for details
and control in every production stage.
In recent years, Pb Group
has grown throughout Italy,
opening showrooms, sales
point and agencies in several Italian cities; it has
also reached important for-

eign markets such as Russia and America. In Russia, the company was ordered the production of
windows and shop-windows for Gum Stores, the
famous building in the Red
Square in Moscow listed as
Unesco world heritage site.
Thanks also to the project
carried out with Simest –
the financial institute for
development and promotion supporting Italian enterprises abroad – the company has consolidated its
presence on the American
market by opening both
direct branches and agencies. ■
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PRODUCTION SYSTEMS AND TECHNOLOGIES

Primary processing
COSTRUZIONI MECCANICHE
MODESTO NINO srl

ANGELO CREMONA spa

Via Ciro Di Pers 68
I-33030 Majano (UD)
phone +39 0432 959036
fax +39 0432 959036
www.modesto.it - info@modesto.it

Viale Lombardia, 275
I-20052 Monza (MI)
phone +39 02 660381
fax +39 02 6603825
www.angelo-cremona.com
mailbox@angelo-cremona.com

Our production of woodworking
machines: edger, cross-cutter.

Machinery and services for plywood
and sliced veneer production.
Peeling lines, dryers, presses
and finishing lines; horizontal,
vertical and rotary slicers,
press dryers and clipping lines.

PRIMULTINI spa
Viale Europa, 70
I-36035 Marano Vicentino (VI)
phone +39 0445 560333
fax +39 0445 560334
www.primultini.it - info@primultini.it
Machinery and equipment for
sawmills, vertical log band saws,
chipping canter, resaws, edgers
and saw servicing equipment.

PEZZOLATO spa
Via Provinciale Revello, 89
I-12030 Envie (CN)
phone +39 0175 277261
fax +39 0175 277265
www.bongioanni.com
info@bongioanni.com
Vertical and horizontal log band
saws. Log carriages with variable axis.
Canter. Integrated working units
with circular blade. Vertical and
horizontal Band Resaw Systems.
Multi-rip saws and edgers. Log
profiling units. Complete sawmill
systems for mass production.

STORTI spa
Via F. Dioli, 11
I-26045 Motta Baluffi (CR)
phone +39 0375 968311
fax +39 0375 968310
www.storti.it - info@storti.it
Sawmill machines and lines:
canter groups, prismatic machines,
edgers, cross cutting machines,
multi rip saws, mechanizations,
slabs recovering lines
and logs sorting lines.
Nailing machines and lines: nailing
machines and auxiliary machines
(milling machines, branders, etc.).
Packs treatment machines and lines:
boards stackers and packed wood
registering-sectioning machines.

The easiest way
to find
the partner
you need...
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Secondary processing
BIESSE spa

A.C.M. srl
Via A. Einstein, 7 I-42017 Novellara (RE)
phone +39 0522 661284
fax +39 0522 653433
www.acmitaly.com
acm@acmitaly.com
Band-saws diam. 400-940mm.
Power band re-saws diam.
740-940mm. Oscillating edge sanders.
Band saw blade guides.

AGAZZANI srl
Via M. Minghetti, 13
I-41012 Carpi (MO)
phone +39 059 6222511
fax +39 059 641666
www.agazzani.it - info@agazzani.it
Complete range of band saws from
Mod. 400 to Mod. 1050 combined
with a number of optionals. Range
of band resawing machines Mod.
800-900-950 equippable with feeding
device. Range of quick and sturdy
single-blade Cut-off saws
with blade diam. 350-500-600.

Via della Meccanica, 16
I-61100 Pesaro (PU)
phone +39 0721 439100
fax +39 0721 453248
www.biesse.com - sales@biesse.it
The Biesse Wood Division product
line includes panel sizing centres,
vertical panel saws, manual and
automatic edgebanders,
squaring/edgebanding machines,
sanders, cnc machining centres,
routers, through feed boring
and inserting machines, material
handling equipment and packaging.

ELWOOD snc
di Bossi Franco e c.
Viale Industria, 66/2
I-27029 Gambolò (PV)
phone +39 0381 641279
fax +39 0381 648791
www.elwoodmac.it
info@elwoodmac.it
Over 30 years of experience
in designing and manufacturing
a wide range of edge banding
machines for both small and medium
companies and for industrial
productions.

CURSAL srl
Via Bradolini, 38/a I-31020 San Fior (TV)
phone +39 0438 400963
fax +39 0438 401851
www.cursal.com - info@cursal.com
Cross cutting-Top speed
optimization-Automation
Cursal is the specialized Italian
company that produces the most
complete series of: crosscut saws
for wood and assimilated;
loading-unloading automations;
turnkey solutions and customised
cutting configurations for small,
medium, large sections; integration
into processing cycles from the large
sawmill production to semi-finished;
specific accessories and modular
components: Nc with software
interfaces, optical scanners for
automatic detection of
lengths-widths-defects, moisture
meters, printers etc.; personalized
advice for advanced systems;
complete and, on time, domestic and
foreign mechanic/electronic support.

ESSETRE spa
Via del Lavoro, 10 I-36016 Thiene (VI)
phone +39 0445 365999
fax +39 0445 360195
www.essetre.com - info@essetre.com
Nc working centers for processing
tables, furniture, furniture doors,
chairs, windows and doors, stairs,
roofs and beams. Automatic working
lines for processing kitchen tops.

GREDA snc
di Daschini N. & C.
Via S. Agata, 3
I-22066 Mariano C.se (CO)
phone +39 031 750966
fax +39 031 750967
www.greda.it - info@greda.it
Nc-machining centers for processing
of chairs, tables, furniture, windows,
doors and beams. Round-end tenoners,
mortisers, double sided-shapers,
end-cutting, boring, shaping and
glue/dowel inserting machines.
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Auxiliary machines
and equipments
HIRZT srl
Via Rovereta, 22
I-47853 - Cerasolo Ausa di Coriano (RN)
phone +39 0541 729292
fax +39 0541 729294
www.hirzt.com - info@hirzt.com
Hirzt has produced a complete range
of edgebanders, nc boring machines
and automation systems for over 20
years. Thanks to the constant
technological progress the Hirzt’s
range has reached a very high
level of quality joining high
productivity to high flexibility
and satisfying specific exigency
forevery single customer.

VEBA MECCANICA srl
Via Emilia, 1678 I-47020 Longiano (FC)
phone +39 0547 54323
fax +39 0547 54029
www.veba.it - info@veba.it
The product range is wide in the
sector of traditional woodworking
machines: thicknessing planers,
surface planers, combined
surface-thicknessing planers,
circular saws, spindle moulders,
combined saw-spindle moulder,
universal combined machines,
band-saws.

VISCAT FULGOR srl
Viale Santuario, 42
I- 26012 Castelleone (CR)
P.O. Box 52 Castelleone
phone +39 0374 58217
fax +39 0374 57942
www.viscatfulgor.com
info@viscatfulgor.com

MARIO ZAFFARONI & FIGLI srl
PUTSCH-MENICONI spa
Via Irlanda, 1 I-53036 Poggibonsi (SI)
phone + 39 0577 90311
fax + 39 0577 979335
www.putschmeniconi.com
info@putschmeniconi.com
Manual and automatic vertical panel
saws for cutting wooden panels,
plastic and acm products. Welded
steel frames, to grant rigidity and
precision. Special applications
allowing the possibility to make also
grooving on sandwich panels for
folding. Automatic horizontal beam
saws with many different
configurations accordingly
to the panel sizes and thickness
requirements.

Via Centro Industriale Europeo, 24
I-22078 Turate (CO)
phone +39 02 9688453
fax +39 02 9682718
www.zaffaroni.com
info@zaffaroni.com

Viscat Fulgor, for over 50 years a
leader in the production of flash
butt welding machines, welding
machines for large band saw blades,
sharpening and file sharpening
machines, setting machines, brazing
machines, high-frequency generators
for induction braze-welding and
dust suction units.

Multi-blade panel saws;
v-grooving machines (folding system);
longitudinal precision
milling machines.

SCM GROUP spa
Via Emilia, 77 I-47900 Rimini
phone +39 0541 700111
fax +39 0541 700232
www.scmgroup.com
scmgroup@scmgroup.com
Woodworking machinery:
the widest range of products.
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Tools and auxiliaries
OMAS spa
FINK srl - Woodworking tools

ALIPRANDI snc
di Aliprandi Luca, Maurizio,
Paola & C.
Via Manzoni, 10 I-20050 Sovico (MI)
phone +39 039 2013530
fax +39 039 2013491
www.aliprandi.it - aliprandi@aliprandi.it

Via G. Giusti, 15 I-20052 Monza (MB)
phone +39 039 386961-2
fax +39 039 361458
www.finktools.com - fink@finktools.com
Since 1924 Fink produces complete
sets of tools for windows, helicoidal
cutterheads, cutterheads for profiled
knives, cutters in Hw welded circular
saw blades, boring bits, solid carbide
routers and tools for cnc machines.

The Firm Aliprandi is specialized
in the production of wood working
tools in solid carbide and
carbide-tipped, both standard
and special production.

di Crescentini Michele & C.
Via Montanelli, 71 I-61100 Pesaro (PU)
phone +39 0721 282420
fax +39 0721 281893
www.cpwoodtools.com
info@cputensili.it - Skype: cputensili
CP Utensili a company with 40 years
of experience in processing
woodworking tools,
is the ideal partner for
tooling solution on demand.
The German Quality Norm
BG-Prüfzert for the high production
standard and an export quote
of 70% confirms the international
prestige of the company.
Flexibility and fast delivery
was always the way to success.

FAPIL srl
Via A. Locatelli, 51/A
I-24019 Zogno (BG)
phone +39 0345 91179
fax +39 0345 92726
www.fapil.it - fapil@fapil.it

Woodworking Tools. Programmed
Tooling Systems for Windows and
Doors. Cutter Heads.
Multi-profile Sets. Circular Saw Blades.
Bits. Planing Knives.

UTENSILTECNICA srl

FUL - FABBRICA UTENSILI
LAVORAZIONE LEGNO srl
C.P. UTENSILI snc

Via B. Cellini, 45 I-60019 Senigallia (AN)
phone +39 071 7920718
fax +39 071 7920713
www.omastools.com
info@omastools.com

Via L. Fumagalli, 22
I-22066 Mariano Comense (CO)
phone +39 031 756037
fax +39 031 756851
www.fultools.it - fultools@fultools.it
Ful srl has been producing tools
for the woodworking, plastic and
aluminium for more than 30 years.

SISTEMI srl UNIPERSONALE
Via Montanelli, 70 I-61100 Pesaro (PU)
phone +39 0721 28950
fax +39 0721 283476
www.sistemiklein.com
info@sistemiklein.com
Tools for wood-alu and plastic
material working. Tools for automatic
boring machines and router bits for
cnc router machines. M.Conti
measuring devices for the
woodworking industry.
Special devices for door
and windows manufacturers.

Since 1959, Fapil’s mission has been
to design and build cutting tools for
machining wood, board materials
and plastics. Specialists in cnc tooling.
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Via Ca’ Giorgino, 2
I-47837 Montegridolfo (RN)
phone +39 0541 855202/855274
fax +39 0541 855255
www.utensiltecnica.com
utensiltecnica@utensiltecnica.com
Production of specials mechanical
fixing and diamond tools
for wood working cnc machinery.

ZUANI srl
Via dell'Artigiano, 57
I-38068 Rovereto (TN)
phone +39 0464 433183
fax +39 0464 436316
www.zuani.it - info@zuani.it
Zuani Company is a leading
Italian manufacture of tools for
the Woodworking industry.
We are producers of high precision
tooling with tc reversible tips
as well as reversible profiling
cutters for cnc automatic
and traditional woodworking
machineries for wooden windows,
doors and furnitures production.

Timber dryers

Surface finishing
TECNOAZZURRA srl
Via del Tesoro, 210 I-47827 Verucchio
Fraz. Villa Verucchio (RN)
phone +39 0541 678225-678078
fax 39 0541 671144
www.tecnoazzurra.it
info@tecnoazzurra.it

CMA ROBOTICS spa
TERMOLEGNO srl
Via del Sile, 4 - Località Rauscedo
I-33095 San Giorgio della Richinvelda (PN)
phone +39 0427 94190/949802
fax +39 0427 949900
www.termolegno.com
info@termolegno.com
termolegno@legalmail.it
Termolegno: the value of drying
Dryers from 10m3 up to 250 m3,
pre-dryers, mini-dryers, tunnel-type
systems, turnkey drying plants,
dryers for the plant-health thermal
treatment of wooden crates,
control systems, steaming kiln,
electronic moisture tester.

WDE MASPELL srl
Strada di Sabbione, 65/A I-05100 Terni
phone +39 0744 800672
fax +39 0744 807056
www.wde-maspell.it
wdeinfo@wde-maspell.it
Vacuum driers since 1962.
Production range: vacuum driers
for solid wood (capacity from
5 to 100 m3). Vacuum press driers
for solid wood (capacity from
0,3 to 10 m3).
Vacuum press driers for veneers.

Via Pier Paolo Pasolini, 35/15
I-33040 Pradamano (UD)
phone +39 0432 640172
fax +39 0432 640018
www.cmarobotics.com
info@cmarobot.it

Industrial painting machines as: dry
painting booth, water painting booths,
pressurising painting system
and suspended transport lines.

Company specialized in fulfillment of
robotized solutions for painting chairs,
tables and assembled furniture.

Dust extraction
systems and filtration
ELMAG spa
Viale Elvezia, 35 I-20052 Monza (MB)
phone +39 039 23611
fax +39 039 328202
www.elmag.it - info@elmag.it
Lacquering and printing lines for
furniture panels, hardboard, mdf or
chipboard panels, doors or parquet
flooring with roller or curtain coating
technology and uv or hot air drying
systems. Automatic and robotic spray
lines with vertical dryers,
flat or uv dryers. Lacquering and
printing on coils.

MAURI MACCHINE srl
Via M. Comacini, 12
I-22072 Cermenate (CO)
phone +39 031 771374
fax +39-031 773500
www.maurimacchine.com
commerciale@maurimacchine.com
Finishing machines and lines
for mouldings. Finishing machines
and lines for flat and raised panels.
Finishing machines and lines
for doors and windows.
Special finishing machines and lines.

O.M.A. IMPIANTI srl
Via Ponticelli, 51
I-51018 Pieve a Nievole (PT)
phone +39 0572 950148
fax +39 0572 953388
www.omaimpianti.com
info@omaimpianti.com
Components and suction plants
for dusts, smokes, fumes. Air
cleaning. Dry and water painting
booths. Pressurized painting plants.
Cleaners with activated charcoal
for solvents. Suction benches and
booths for the sanding powders.
Separator cyclones. Electric fans.
Inverters for the saving of energy.
Filtering groups and handled
sub-stations with mechanical
and automatic cleaning in
counter-current with compressed
air. Storage silos. Sparks bearing
system and automatic extinguishing.
Mills and refiners for wood.
Briquetts presses. Dryers. Pellets
presses. Complete plants for pellets
production. Boilers and warm air
generators for solid fuels.
Industrial insonorizations.
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Handling
and commissioning

Delivery
of complete plants

PRIBO srl
Via Nazionale, 12 I-38080 Lardaro (TN)
phone +39 0465 901945
fax +39 0465 901959
www.pribo.it - info@pribo.it

CASSIOLI srl
Place Guardavalle, 63
I-53049 Torrita Di Siena (SI)
phone +39 0577 684511
fax +39 0577 686084
www.cassioli.com - info@cassioli.com
From over 40 years we propose
integrated solutions in material
handling and industrial automation
sector. Highly personalisable and
specific systems for furniture
assembling, the automatic storage
and the handling.
Automatic warehouses,
lazer guided vehiculs (lgv),
robotized islands, conveyors,
sorter systems, assembling lines,
tilting units, management softwares.

Moscow
S.Petersburg
Ekaterinburg
Minsk

KOIMPEX srl
Via Nazionale 47/1 I-34151 Opicina (TS)
phone +39 040 2157111
fax +39 040 2157177
www.koimpex.it - info@koimpex.it
Skype: koimpexsrltrieste
Koimpex has been operating
in the international market
for more than 25 years.
Koimpex woodworking Engineering
is able to offer machines, lines,
tools and every solution to different
production cycles and to specific
requests for the woodworking
industry. Koimpex Engineering
is able to project and develop
highly specialized manufacturing
lines to satisfy the clients needs.
The after-sales service and
the technical assistance guarantees,
at international level, an essential
support for the final clients.
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Design, production, installation,
training, technical service for sawmill
machines and plants.
Machines and plants for timber
handling, debarkers for hard-wood
and soft-wood. Technology for
sawmill. Sorting plants up to 50
boxes, stacking and destacking lines
for planks, chipping plants for logs
and discards, plants for poles
processing, planing machines for
round poles, planing lines with
automatic loading and unloading,
impregnation machines.
Machines for the production
of shavings for animal litters.
Grinders for pallets and wood cases.
Assembly tables for carpenters.

Assembly
and packaging

Wood

Lacquers

BASSO LEGNAMI srl
PROCESS srl
Via Matteo Olivari, 52/62
I-41049 Sassuolo (MO)
phone +39 0536 920404
fax +39 0536 920560
www.process.it - sales@process.it
Anthropomorphic robots.Assembling
lines for doors and drawers.
Complete lines for wooden
or melaminic floors.
Complete packing lines
for doors and furnitures kit.
Complete robotized lines
for doors production.

Various

Via Dell'Artigianato, 6
I-13040 Rovasenda (VC)
phone +39 0161 879797
fax +39 0161 879798
www.bassolegnami.com
basso@bassolegnami.com
Since 2004 our company has started
here in Italy the production
of 3-layer wood elements for
window and door building.
We have been gaining a lot of
experience during these years and
we can now offer them in several
wood species, such as: Okoumé,
Ozigo, Slavonjan Oak, Tulipier
and Lime. All elements are glued
employing a vinylic glue
pvac - d4 - en 205 only.

INDUSTRIA CHIMICA
ADRIATICA spa
Via Sandro Pertini, 52
I-62012 Civitanova Marche (MC)
phone +39 0733 8080
fax +39 0733 808140
www.icaspa.com - info@icaspa.com
Polyurethane coatings, water-based
coatings for interiors and exteriors,
uv-curing coatings, acrylic coatings,
polyester coatings, nitro coatings,
fire-retardant coatings
and pigmented coatings.
Products for parquet floors, special
effects, stains, impregnating agents,
glues and tintometric color systems.

CONTROL LOGIC srl
Via Ennio, 25 I-20137 Milano
phone +39 02 54100818
fax +39 02 54100764
www.controllogic.it
controllogic@controllogic.it
Spark detectors and fire
extinguishing systems for
industrial dust extraction systems.

SALCHI WOOD COATINGS spa
Via Alcide De Gasperi, 73
I-36060 Romano D'Ezzelino (VI)
phone +39 0424 8386
fax +39 0424 37497
www.salchi.it - info@salchi.it
Polyurethane coatings, water-based
coatings for interiors and exteriors,
uv-curing coatings, acrylic coatings,
polyester coatings, nitro coatings
and pigmented coatings. Special
effects, stains, impregnating agents,
glues and tintometric color systems.
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Bosco in fiera
Woods in the show

Raw material, environment, territory, handcraft,
industry, alternative energies, training.

Open to the public
on Saturday 8 and Sunday 9, May

Hall 14 - Milan fairgrounds-Rho

A

EVENT

22nd biennial world exhibition dedicated
to woodworking technologies and furniture supplies

Milan fairgrounds-Rho • 4-8 May 2010
www.xylexpo.com

Our commitment
30 million euros of new investments
in technology and know-how
so as to provide the ultimate service
to all our customers Worldwide.

Visit us at
Rimini 20-24.04.10

scmgroup@scmgroup.com www.scmgroup.com

