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Multi-blade panel saw

Multi-blades panel saws
series MLS with
through feed rollers, widths 80,
130, 160, 190, 250 e 310 cm

MARIO ZAFFARONI & Figli srl
Panel Processing Machines and Plants
Via Centro Industriale Europeo, 24 - 22078 Turate (Co) ITALY
Tel. +39 029688453 Fax. +39 029682718
http://www.zaffaroni.com e-mail:info@zaffaroni.com
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Suitable solutions
to your requirements...
also complicated!

Aliprandi S.n.c.
Aliprandi
S.n.c
Via Manzoni
Manzoni, 10
10
Via
20845 Sovico
Sovico
20050
(MB) Italy
(Milano)
Italy
Tel.0392013530
0392013530
Tel.
Fax0392013491
0392013491
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aliprandi@aliprandi.it
aliprandi@aliprandi.it

www.aliprandi.it

Giardina Finishing:
Innovation and tradition
The made in Italy which turns out ﬁne

Since ever our products
products ar
are
e a tar
target
get for ﬁnishing
in the world.
Quality, seriousness and service are
are the strength
strength
of Giar
Giardina
dina Finishing.

VIA V.NECCHI
V.NECCHI 63
22060 FFIGINO
ITALY
IGINO SSERENZA
ERENZA (CO) IT
TAL
ALY
ph. +39 031 7830 801
fax +39 031 7816 50

www
www.giardinagroup.com
.giardinagroup.com | info@giardinagroup.com
info@giardinagroup.com
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EPISTOLIO painting robot division
EPISTOLIO
EPISTOLIO painting robot division came from the combination of experience twenty years of research, development and application of robots for painting.
This allows the EPISTOLIO to offer an extensive range of products suitable for all applications possible.
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C

an we wish you all the best? At the end of each
year, we cannot deny we have some doubts, because there are many people who do not celebrate Christmas, as Jesus Christ's birth, or
regions where the new years begins on a different day.
Maybe we are not “politically correct”, but forgive us: better one wish more, the hope to share something new and
better, in spite of everything, rather than hiding behind
generic sentences and remarks.

Italian technology for wood and wood-based materials is
still a key reference. Around the world, any business and
entrepreneur looks at made-in-Italy solutions as technology “by excellence”.

So, best wishes! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Once again, we all desperately need them, and we need
to take a break, to close anxiety out of the door, to forget
the worries that have been surrounding us for many years,
hitting hard. All the best!!!!

And it's going to be the same also in 2013. Until then, best
wishes. Again. Straight from the heart. ■

Italian companies, despite the difficult economic and political situation – keep pushing on research and innovation,
increasing their competitiveness and reaffirming their role
for effective partnership.

CONSTRUCTIONS
Sustainable buildings have laminate floors

news

Protecting the environment, curbing
energy consumption and recycling
used materials: ecological aspects in
the construction industry are gaining in
importance for many private individuals, architects and public bodies. Sustainable construction is very popular
and the European laminate flooring industry, under the umbrella of the Eplf,
is playing a key role in this trend. Laminate flooring has good green credentials, as is proven in specific environmental product declarations (Epd),
which makes it the preferred choice of
flooring and explains why it is increasingly being used in sustainable homes.
But what makes laminate flooring environmentally-friendly and sustainable?
What makes it so green? The materials
used to make laminate flooring have a
minimal impact on global resources and
energy consumption for production
and logistics has to be low. The product is made exclusively from wood
sourced from sustainably managed
domestic forests. The Fsc (Forest Stewardship Council) or Pefc (Programme for
Endorsement of Forest Certification)
seals are evidence of this. Decorative
finishes are printed on certified paper
with a high proportion of recycled ma-

terial and natural water-based inks.
Eco-friendly resins are used as the
binder. Packaging is made from recycled paper.
Given the fact that almost 40 percent of
CO2 emissions come from buildings
(construction, use, maintenance, modernisation and demolition), sustainable
housebuilding is very important. The
choice of environmentally-sound construction products such as insulation,
paint or flooring has a great impact on
all phases of a building's life cycle.
Thanks to its high wood content, laminate flooring scores well in terms of using renewable resources and greenhouse potential in particular, because
wood produces CO2, a greenhouse
gas, during plant growth. All details of
green issues of relevance to architects are provided in the environmental product declaration (Epd) for construction products.
In the Usa and many Western European
countries, there are already certification
systems for sustainable building. In Germany, the Deutsche Gesellschaft für
nachhaltiges Bauen e.V (Dgnb) launched a quality seal for sustainable
building in July 2010. It is awarded in
gold, silver and bronze. ■

SIEMPELKAMP
Another successful year
2012 has been a successful year for
Siempelkamp Maschinen-und Anlagenbau GmbH & Co. Kg. Important orders for the wood-based materials industry were installed, 1st boards produced, and equipment acceptance
tests completed. In numbers this
means: 32 installations, 18 first produced boards and eight acceptance
tests were performed by Siempelkamp
specialists worldwide – all within one

year. Around the globe, the installed
base of Siempelkamp wood-based
material production plants has grown
significantly.
Eight installations began in South East
Asia in 2012, six of which in China
alone. Siempelkamp experts started
working on two installations each for
Russia and South America as well as
three others for European customers.■

MARKETS
Woodworking machinery industry in Mexico
With the commercial aperture, Mexican
forest products have faced difficulties
for accesing into the international market and maintaining their participation
in internal markets; exports have decresed and imports increased (from
Chile, Usa, Canada, Malaysia, etc), with
a consequent increase in trade-balance
deficit. The sawn timber industry, for example, the most important because of
the volume that processes, as for the
number of existent industrial plants, has
been the most affected one. In the last
six years, the lumber imports have increased significantly. This implies
greater commercial dependence of
this product, supplying great part of the
lumber apparent national comsumption
with imports coming from Chile, the United States, Brazil and Canada.
To reverse this tendency, it is urgent to
implement a series of public policies
aimed at strengthening this industry in
the medium and short terms.

CEPRA
Corbetta deputy director

Otherwise negative effects are sure to
show, such as greater pressure on
natural forest, partial closing of sawmills,
unemployment increase, and loss of an
important source or revenue for the owners of the forest resource.
May be the category of the property can
be a problem for the mexican forest industry; the pine industry, for example,
is in communal hands. 70 percent of the
consumption is from the imported
woods. In the last 6 years are closed
600 companies in the wood industry.
Only 2.5 percent of the woodworking
machinery is manufactured in Mexico.
The 45 percent owners of the furniture
company estimates that they factory is
with the technology to the competition
into the global market.
The most important States in Mexico for
the forestry industry are: Chihuahua, Durango, Jalisco, Oaxaca and Mexico
State with the 98 percent of the forest
products (pine principal). ■

FLOORING
Launched new association for multilayer modular flooring
Ten European flooring producers gathered in Munich on October 26 to
launch a new association: the Mmfa –
Multilayer Modular Flooring Association.
The final trigger were the increasing
sales volumes of multilayer floorings
with various surfaces such as Lvt,
cork, Pu or Pet – or a bit more objective under the standard name “multilayer semi-rigid floorcoverings”.
All multilayer products which have not
found a home yet with the existing associations, will now get the opportunity to have their interests represented under the new Mmfa umbrella.
The Mmfa will advocate technical features such as product standardization
and nomenclature, but also product information and promotion.

Last but not least it will promote the idea
of sustainability in the sector.
The sphere of activities will cover all of
Europe. Peter H. Meyer, who since
1998 holds the position as managing
director of the Eplf (Association of European Producers of Laminate Flooring)
and his teamat the PH Meyer
Wirtschaftsberatung (Bielefeld/Germany) have been entrusted by a board
resolution with the business management of this new association. ■

Dario Corbetta.

During a meeting of the Board of Directors on November 6, Dario Corbetta was appointed to deputy director of
Cepra, Centro promozionale Acimall. The
new assignment is an acknowledgment
to the skills and longstanding experience
of the manager, who joined the Confindustria-member association of Italian
woodworking technology manufacturers
in 1991, after previous jobs in Ucimu-Sistemi per produrre and in global corporations like Continental and 3M.
In his career at Acimall, Corbetta has
always been in charge for the promotion of made-in-Italy technology around
the world, as well as for the direction of
the association's Studies Office. Since
2010, he has been the marketing manager of Xylexpo, the biennial international exhibition organized by the association.
Corbetta – born in 1958, married with
two children – took a university degree
in mechanical engineering and then a
master in business administration at the
Politecnico in Milan.
“It's an assignment in the name of continuity”, Corbetta commented after his
appointment. “A responsibility I have
accepted with great satisfaction, but
also a spur to even stronger commitment to support our industry in a very
critical period”. ■
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NEWS

AHEC
“Out of the Woods”

The American Hardwood Export
Council collaborated with Design
Products students at the Royal College
of Art in London to produce and exhibit
seating during the London Design
Festival this past September. And now
the results of the project are available
as a free iPad App on iTunes. “Out of
the Woods” challenged Design Products students to design, make and
record the life cycle impact of a functional chair or seat in an American hardwood of their choice. The designs
were developed in to working prototypes with the help of Benchmark, internationally renowned for its craftsmanship in wood and long-standing relationship with designer Terence Conran. The result was 12 very unique
chairs each with a comprehensive environmental profile measuring environmental effects across a range of “impact categories”. Each student has explored the many aesthetic, engineering
and environmental qualities of hardwood in a different way. The app provides the background to U.S. hardwood
species, the forest resource and what
the inspiration was behind each design.
The app can be downloaded free of
charge by searching “Out of the
Woods” in the App store.
Ahec will hold its next European Convention in the historic Hungarian city
of Budapest on the 24 and 25th October 2013 in the Intercontinental Hotel
in a great central location right on the
banks of the river Danube. . ■

FAIRS
Ciff-Office Show 2013
Ciff-Office Show, by
far the largest office
and service industry
furniture exhibition in
the world, will open its
doors once again at
Guangzhou on 27 th
March 2013 till 30th March. The last edition saw the presence of more than 800
companies, occupying an exhibition
area of 200,000 m²; the event attracted 60,000 qualified visitors originating
from all over the world, 19% more than
the previous edition. Hot news for the

2013 show: the number
of exhibitors will increase to over 900 and
the exhibition surface
area will expand to
210,000 m².
China has been the top
exporter of office furniture in the world
since 2003, followed by Canada, Italy
and Germany. Ciff-Office Show 2013
will continue in the quest undertaken 2
years ago to promote concepts of
great interest such as ecology and
wellbeing in the workplace. ■

FAIRS
Lisderevmash in Kiev
It was held in Kiev, from September 25
to 28, Lisderevmash, exhibition dedicated to technologies for wood processing and furniture supplies which
occupied a net exhibition area of about
6 thousand square meters, a decline
due in the first instance to the global
economic crisis but also to the tensions
between organizers.
Until last year, in fact, there were two
trade fairs biennial that alternated (Lisderevmash organized by Acco International and Woodprocessing owned
by Primus Exhibitions). Today Acco International keeps the monopoly and organizes Lisderevmash annually. The

flow of visitors was discreet, in line with
the trend in demand for machines
that, for some years, maintains a medium-low level but stable. Speaking with
some local operators, it was found that
the most critical factor is again customer insolvency. Local retailers of
machines find many problems with payments and this prevents them from creating a warehouse of considerable
size. The Italian team was represented
by a number of local dealers, established on the market for years. Some
Italian exhibitors attended the fair directly through the collective organized
by Acimall. ■

FAIRS
FurniPro Asia 2012
“FurniPro Asia 2012” came to a close
on October 19, after three days of lively discussions and deal making that
saw close to 100 global brands showcasing their latest innovations to some
100 key hosted buyers from the region
and over 2,000 trade visitors, of which
more than 50 percent came from over-
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seas. Backed by strong support from
the industry in the region, “furniPro Asia
2012” is endorsed by the Singapore
Furniture Industries Council and supported by the American Hardwood
Export Council, Singapore Manufacturing Federation and the Taiwan Woodworking Machinery Association. ■

FAIRS
Woodworking in Minsk
It was held in Minsk from 11 to 14 September, the 19th edition of Woodworking, exhibition dedicated to machines and accessories for the furniture
industry and wood in general. The
event has occupied approximately
2,700 net square meters, 200 of which
located outside the pavilion and dedicated to plants and movements for

FAIRS
New dates for Sicam 2013
sawmills. Woodworking saw the participation of 107 exhibitors, 48 of which
are Belarus and the rest various European origin; nourished the presence of
importers, which are the main source
of supply of machines on the territory
of Belarus.
The event is made on demand of the
local market, with a complete technology offering. In the foreground, the Italian brands,
distributed by local importers or by reality from
other countries in Eastern
Europe. Positive opinion
expressed by the Italian
exhibitors, in a general atmosphere of waiting for a
market that, at present, is
unable to make the most of
their potential. ■

CONTROL LOGIC
Spark
detector
designed for
dust collection
systems
to protect
storage silos
from the risk
of fire.

From Tuesday 15th October to Friday
18th October 2013: is the result of a survey that clearly showed that a significant majority of exhibitors would prefer to modify the days of the trade fair.
So the event will no longer be held from
Wednesday to Saturday: participants
have now indicated that Tuesday to Friday would be the most suitable days
for them to meet their operating needs.
Therefore, the Organiser has announced new dates for the 2013 edition of Sicam to be held at Pordenone.
The start date will be Tuesday 15th October and Friday 18th October will be
the closing day. ■

Sparks fly
at high speed.
They travel at a hundred kilometres
per hour along the ducts of the dust
collection system and reach the silo
in less than three seconds
The CONTROL LOGIC
SPARK DETECTOR

is faster than
the sparks themselves.
It detects them with its highly
sensitive infrared sensor,
intercepts and extinguishes
them in a flash.
It needs no periodic inspection.
The CONTROL LOGIC system

is designed for “total supervision”.
It verifies that sparks have been
extinguished, gives prompt warning of
any malfunction and, if needed,
cuts off the duct and stops the fan.

ISO 9001
20137 Milano - Italy - Via Ennio, 25
Tel.: +39 02 5410 0818 - Fax +39 02 5410 0764
E-mail: controllogic@controllogic.it - Web: www.controllogic.it

CONTROL LOGIC s.r.l.

NEWS

flash news
MADE EXPO After the successful
closing of the 2012, Made expo looks
to the future.
The shareholders Made Eventi, controlled by FederlegnoArredo confirmed president Andrea Negri, and
was appointed vice president Roberto
Snaidero. Made expo Ceos are Giovanni De Ponti and Giulio Cesare Alberghini, also appointed as directors
Alberto Lualdi and Emanuele Orsini.

MARKETS The Usa surpassed
Canada as the largest wood pellet
exporter in the world in the first half of
2012. According to the North American Wood Fiber Review with continued investments throughout southern
US, export volumes are forecast to increase from an estimated 1.5 million
tons in 2012 to 5.7 million tons in
2015.
GRASS The Grass subsidiary covering Australia and New Zealand,
which was only established in April of
this year, is now all set to provide optimum advice and support for its customers following the recent opening
of a 200-square-metre showroom in
Richmond, a suburb of Melbourne.
SHOWROOM Ernestomeda, a
leader in high-end market of designer
kitchens, recently opened a new
store in Singapore in QSquare by
Marquis, a historic multi-brand showroom that hosts several design
brands made in Italy, located at 16
Tai Seng Street.

FAIRS
Zow 2013: direct gateway to the German furniture market
Even now, in the middle of Europe’s economic and financial crisis, the German
domestic market is showing to be as
solid as a rock. The economic forecast
for 2013 remains positive despite a
slight cooling. Zow – the Supply Fair for
Furniture Industry & Interior Design
from 18-21 February 2013 – provides
an ideal presentation and contact forum
for international furniture component
suppliers seeking direct access to
Germany’s lucrative furniture market. Organisers Clarion Events Deutschland
expect the next show to attract 13,500
trade visitors as well as 490 national and
international exhibitors.
Zow is an established B2B platform for
the supplier industry at the heart of Ostwestfalen-Lippe – Germany’s num-

ber one furniture region and Europe’s
largest furniture cluster. The supply fair
from 18-21 February 2013 at the Bad
Salzuflen Exhibition Centre will be presenting new products, materials as well
as process ideas for furniture production and interior design.
The logistics for the furniture industry
continues to be a problem under discussion. At Zow 2013 visitors to the
"Rfid Factory" in Hall 22.1 can closely
observe how the problems in the network distribution can be minimized with
the use of Rfid technology (Radio frequency identification). Rfid is an electronic system for data exchange in radio-frequency electromagnetic fields for
the purpose of automatic identification
of an article and its traceability. ■

FAIRS
“Rooms Moscow/Mifs” starts in May 2013
In mid-May 2012, Media Globe Krokus,
the organiser of the Moscow international furniture show (Mifs), entered into
a collaboration agreement with Koelnmesse. For 2013, the goal is to enhance
the international orientation of the Mifs
format in collaboration with Koelnmesse and market the
event under the dual name
“Rooms Moscow/Mifs”
(www.rooms-moscow.com).
Efforts to win over globally
operating companies seeking access to the Russian
market will be stepped up.
Over the last months, the two companies have been working together to finalise the implementation of their plans
- the dates, hall plan and product
groups have now been set. In order to
ensure Koelnmesse’s interior design
and furniture expertise is integrated to
the greatest possible effect and can be
deployed to ensure the new format’s
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long-term success in Russia and Eastern Europe, the product groups will be
based on those of the world-class
trade fairs in Cologne.
“Rooms Moscow/Mifs” will take place
at the Crocus Expo International Exhibition Center from 21st to 25th May
2013.
Decisions have also been
made concerning the
product groups.
The entire spectrum of furniture and furnishing products for the home, office,
garden and contract segment will be shown, as well as products
for the complete design of entire interior spaces. ■

FAIRS
Wood supply chain at Simexpo
Simexpo − event dedicated to the entire wood supply chain, from technology to finished products – was held in
Bucharest, from September 19 to 23
last, on an area of about 10 thousand
square meters. Forestry manufacturing
were presented in the outdoors, while
the finished furniture were displayed in
two pavilions, the third pavilion hosted
the semi-finished products (under-represented) and especially technologies
for wood processing, the latter exposed
almost exclusively from local dealers.
The flow of visitors has not been satisfactory, despite a fairly healthy market. One of the main reasons was certainly the organization of the fair Bife
Timb held fifteen days before at the exhibition center Romexpo. Despite all lo-

cal machines retailers have backed unconditionally the fair Simexpo, from the
point of view of visitors, the issue has
certainly led to confusion and discomfort. It should be said like the
views collected during the event have
not been entirely negative, as would be
expected from the flow of the operators
present. At the show were proposed
technologies for all processes.
The evolution of the market will depend
a lot from the political scenario in the
medium term: the obstructionismo of
President Basescu has blocked much
of the funding that the EU has provided the country and found that only 10
percent of the resources were actually allocated to investments of productive activities. ■

FAIRS
WoodEX for Africa 2013
Demand for exhibition space at WoodEX for Africa 2013 (www.woodexforafrica.com) is strongly exceeding expectations, with some of South Africa’s
biggest and most respected names in the
timber industry already committed to
showcasing their products and services
at the event being held at Gallagher Convention Centre in Midrand, South Africa,
from 21 to 23 March 2013. More than 50
per cent of the available exhibition space
has been booked. The most recent exhibitors who confirmed their participation
include companies like Woodtech, National Edging, Leitz Tooling, FX Veneer,
Cell Hardware Products, Quart International, Alternative Structures, Pretoria
Timber Treaters, Easy Clip, Dieffenbacher, Microvellum Software, South
African Wood Preservers Association,
Pride of Africa, Steelmeester, Simpson
Strong-Tie and Rhino Modified Wood.
Stephan Jooste, Director of WoodEX for
Africa, says the interest in next year’s

event has been inspiring. The 2013 event
will present a large indoor and outdoor exhibition with demonstrations, as well as activities such as Timber Talks, Timber
Games and Chain Saw competitions.
WoodEX for Africa aims to attract visitors
from South Africa and abroad. The exhibition is supported by The Wood Foundation, the South African Wood Preservers Association, the South African
Wood and Laminate Flooring Association,
the Institute for Timber Construction in
South Africa, the Institute for Timber
Frame Builders, the Thatchers Association of South Africa, the Furniture Bedding
and Upholstery Manufacturers Association, Forestry SA, the Sawmilling Association of South Africa, the European Federation for Woodworking Machinery Manufacturers (Eumabois), the Italian Woodworking Machinery and Tools Manufacturers’ Association (Acimall) and the German Woodworking Machinery and Tools
Manufacturers' Association. ■

EUMABOIS

EUMABOIS ANNUAL ASSEMBLY

to that Buetfering had already launched at the 2011
assembly in Valencia, spurring everyone to find the
strength to keep being business owners, “… to believe in intuition and in the need to try new directions, which are basic elements of any enterprise”.

EXHIBITIONS CALENDAR

The annual assembly of Eumabois, the European
federation that gathers 14 national associations of
woodworking technology, tools and accessories manufacturers, was held in Istanbul last October 12.
After approving the meeting agenda and the proceedings of the 2011 assembly held in Valencia,
president Franz-Josef Buetfering presented the
report that traditionally illustrates the several topics and initiatives that build up the federation's activity.
After greeting the audience, Buetfering underlined
the symbolic value of a meeting in Istanbul, “…I think
we couldn’t find a better place to represent the
essence of Eumabois: different people speaking different languages, representing different worlds but
sharing the awareness that you can keep growing
only if you look ahead together”.
The president then offered some information, first
of all a reassertion of the value of European technology: despite the very negative economic situation, the 14 associations within the federation account for approximately 60 percent of global production. Again an invitation to “look ahead”, a mot14 XYLON INTERNATIONAL November-December 2012

Great attention to the exhibitions calendar, an area
where Eumabois has been investing for some time
now, in order to provide European companies with
a rational calendar, with homogeneous economic and logistic conditions, complying with specific standards.
The next step will be the identification of one reference event in Mexico, while satisfaction was confirmed for events taking alternate dates in India,
namely Indiawood and Delhiwood, and the commitment to more and more effective collaboration
agreements with the leading international exhibitions.

SAFETY AND STANDARDS
Much space was dedicated to technical topics related to Eumabois activity. The assembly listened
with great attention to Iuri Betti, a standardization
and safety expert. Betti updated the audience about
the progress made in the definition of standards recognized in all countries around the world, clearing
up a situation that was still characterized by some
confusion, to the benefit of all manufacturers who
will finally have clear standards to comply with. This
is an essential and topical issue, an area where there
is still a lot to do.

COMMUNICATIONS
While stressing the importance of effective communications, Buetfering once again recalled the
positive effects of the “Choose the originalChoose success” campaign, the opportunity to
consider further similar initiatives and to support a

constant flow of information, inside and outside the
federation. For this purpose, the general secretariat
has identified two products: an “internal” newsletter to keep member associations timely and constantly informed about the federation’s activities, and
most of all the first issue of the “Eumabois Annual Report”: “It is not just a collection of statistical
figures and information: in my opinion, its value and
its strength lie in the consideration that – for the first
time – European machinery is a solid body, one
block, the capacity to compare Europe with the rest
of the world. In this report, you will not find any mention to single countries. It's only and exclusively fo-

cused on Europe as a whole and its weight in the
economy of the global industry. A decision that has
great functional value, but also, if you allow me, a
cultural and strategic relevance, which I welcome
with great satisfaction”.
The assembly finally approved the 2011 balance
sheet, the 2012 forecast balance and the 2013 budget, deciding that the next assembly will be held on September 6,
2013, in Jyväskylä, where the meeting will be hosted by the Finnish association. ■

NEW EXHIBITIONS NETWORK
The general assembly approved the exhibition calendar for 2013, including all the events that will be sponsored
by Eumabois, the European federation of woodworking technology, tools and accessories manufacturers.
This year, two new exhibitions joined the network of Eumabois, which gathers 14 national associations including over
800 European manufacturers. So, welcome to Tekhnodrev Siberia, scheduled next 10 to 13 September in Krasnoyarsk (Russia).
“The decision to include Woodworking (Minsk, Belarus, 1-4 October, editor’s note) in our network came after two years
of contacts”, said Franz-Josef Buetfering, president of Eumabois; “in this period, we ascertained the value of this
"small" exhibition in a market that is definitely not big, nevertheless has all it takes to offer significant business opportunities
to European wood technology”, Buetfering concluded.

EUMABOIS NETWORK 2013
EXPOPROMUEBLE
DELHIWOOD
FIMMA BRAZIL
WOODEX FOR AFRICA
WOODSHOW
DREMA
LIGNA
FITECMA
AWFS VEGAS
ASEANWOOD - WOODTECH
HI WOODTECH
WOOD AND BIOENERGY
TEKHNODREV SIBERIA
LISDEREVMASH
VIETNAMWOOD
WOODWORKING
WOOD PROCESSING MACHINERY
HOLZ BASEL
WOOD-TEC
FIMMA VALENCIA
WOODEX/LESTECHPRODUKZIA

Mexico City (Mexico)
New Delhi (India)
Bento Gonçalves (Brazil)
Johannesburg (South Africa)
Dubai (United Arab Emirates)
Poznan (Poland)
Hanover (Germany)
Buenos Aires (Argentina)
Las Vegas (United States)
Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia)
Herning (Denmark)
Jyväskylä (Finland)
Krasnoyarsk (Russia)
Kiev (Ukraine)
Ho Chi Min City (Vietnam)
Minsk (Belarus)
Istanbul (Turkey)
Basel (Switzerland)
Brno (Czech Republic)
Valencia (Spain)
Moscow (Russia)

23/26 January
31 January/3 February
18/22 March
21/23 March
9/11 April
16/19 April
6/10 May
2/6 July
24/27 July
21/24 August
3/6 September
4/6 September
10/13 September
September
25/28 September
1/4 October
5/9 October
8/12 October
22/25 October
November
26/29 November
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WOODWORKING TECHNOLOGY:
DOMESTIC MARKET “SLEEPY”

The domestic market is
"sleepy", the foreign markets
are more dynamic. The survey about the third quarter
2012 once again confirms the
situation that has been characterizing the woodworking
technology industry for a
long time. Italy is in the situation we all know: stagnating
consumption, fiscal pressure,
a manufacturing system dominated by small and medium
businesses, inadequate support to investments and innovation processes are inevitably
having a negative impact and
delaying even the smallest
chance of recovery.
The index of domestic orders
is at 32, an all-time low since
2002. Across the border,
some markets are lively, others less receptive, with alternate trends: some emerging
countries are recording significant shrinkage this year,
while less active countries are

showing signs of growing
demand.
The figures: the trend survey
by Acimall’s Studies Office indicates that the Italian woodworking machinery and tools
industry dropped by 3.7
percent in Q3 2012 com-

pared to the same period of
last year. Orders from abroad
went up by 3.1 percent, not
enough to compensate for
25.2 percent reduction on the
domestic market.
The orders book spans two
months approximately, with
prices up by 1 percent since
the beginning of the year.
According to the quality survey, 16 percent of the sample indicated a positive production trend, 48 percent
stable and 36 percent decreasing.
Employment is stationary
according to 68 percent of
the interviewees, decreasing
according to 24 percent and
increasing according to 8
percent.
Stocks are stable according
to 44 percent, decreasing for

40 percent and increasing for
16 percent.
Looking at the forecast survey to have an idea of what
might happen in the short
term, it is clear that we will
have to wait at least until
2013 for Italian market recovery; more optimism for
foreign markets, which will
grow in the short term according to 32 percent of the
sample, while 52 percent
expect a stationary trend.
The remaining 16 percent
expects a drop (balance is
plus 16).
The domestic market is going to drop according to 56
percent of the sample, stable
for 32 percent. 12 percent expect possible growth in the
short term (the balance is
negative at minus 44). ■

WOODWORKING MACHINERY TECHNOLOGIES: ORDER INDEX
(2002=100, current prices)
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THE IMPACT OF THE CRISIS
ON EUROPEAN PANELS
Particleboard, mdf and osb production in the Old Continent are slowing down
but not stopping. The market is mainly driven by Central
and East European countries, which are considering new investments.
Lights and shadows for made-in-Europe panels in
2011. Slow trends, with particleboard down by 1.7
percent, mdf growing by 1.7 percent and osb up
by 1 percent, are due to the crisis that is hitting furniture and construction, and to the exploitation of
wood biomass for energy generation. This is the
background of the latest Epf (European Panel Federation) Annual Report, the association that also
includes Italy’s Assopannelli/FederlegnoArredo.
Softwood and hardwood used for energy generation increased by 0.9 and 2.8 percent respectively in 2011, with further expected expansion by 1.1
and 2.6 percent this year. In 2011, in the Russian
Federation alone, pellet production increased by
80 percent, meeting the European – mostly British
– demand of energy sources to fuel huge biomass
plants. However, the key factor impacting the
panel industry is still the international crisis. Geographically speaking, Germany remains the
undisputed leader, while the focus is relentlessly

shifting to Eastern Europe. This scenario is based
on the figures reported by Epf for all three panel
types; such estimates are based on data supplied
by Epf members, complemented with the latest economic forecasts by Eurostat.

GERMANY ON TOP
OF PARTICLEBOARD
In 2011, the European industry of particleboard
recorded 1.7 percent production shrinkage, down
to a volume of 30.2 million cubic meters. These levels, still far from the 2007 peak of 37.8 million cubic meters, result from alternate market trends (positive Q1, negative second and third quarter, rally in
Q4) in furniture and constructions; the latter
showed significant signs of confidence and order
rally in the final months of 2011. The situation differs from country to country. Finland, Germany, Hungary and Ireland suffered from lower production capacity, while Estonia and Romania closed with sig-

PARTICLEBOARD PRODUCTION, 2009-2012 (thousand cubic meters)
Germany
Scandinavia
Eastern and Central Europe
Belgium, UK and Ireland
France
Italy
Iberia and South-Eastern Europe
Epf total
Eu-27
* forecast

2009
6,555
1,361
8,181
3,416
3,320
2,680
4,278
29,791
28,976

Source: 2012 Epf annual report
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2010
6,537
1,396
8,180
3,662
3,817
2,914
4,223
29,887
29,887

2011
5,750
1,346
8,387
3,613
3,996
2,976
4,152
29,382
29,382

2012*
5,750
1,315
8,717
3,710
4,036
3,100
4,307
30,045
30,045

MDF PANEL PRODUCTION CAPACITY IN EUROPE, 2009-2012
(thousand cubic meters)
Austria
Belgium
Czech Republic
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Ireland
Italy
Luxembourg
Poland
Portugal
United Kingdom
Romania
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Total
* forecast

2009
750
280
100
1,090
4,550
130
210
420
1,340
270
1,850
645
950
350
180
1,630
110
280
15,135

2010
750
280
100
1,040
4,550
130
210
420
1,340
270
2,150
645
950
350
180
1,630
110
280
15,385

2011
750
280
100
1,040
4,090
130
210
420
1,340
270
2,610
645
950
350
180
1,630
110
280
15,385

2012*
750
280
100
1,040
4,090
130
210
420
1,340
270
2,610
645
950
350
180
1,630
110
280
15,385

Source: 2012 Epf annual report

nificant increases, driven by market rally and
growing production capacity. Germany is steadily at the top of the European manufacturers’ ranking, despite a 12 percent drop last year (less than
one-fifth of the production of the entire Eu-Efta European Free Trade Association area), followed by
France (plus 4.7 percent) and Italy (plus 2.1 percent). Production in Poland grew by 2.9 percent,
climbing up to number four. The United Kingdom
was the last country in the Eu area to produce over
2 million cubic meter particleboard in 2011. On the
whole, the five mentioned countries account for 59
percent of total Eu-Efta production. Spain dropped
by 7.1 percent and lost the sixth position; Austria
increased production by 2 percent.
Forecasts for 2012 are quite positive, the only negative projections come from Finland, Ireland and
Sweden, whereby the former two are affected by
decreasing production capacity; plus 10 percent
is the estimated growth in Estonia, Latvia and Norway. Minimum growth rates are expected in other
countries, with estimated expansion in the Eu-Efta
area by 2 percent, for a total volume of 31 million

cubic meters approximately.
The raw material used for the production of particleboard includes a 40 percent share of wood from
industrial by-products, 33 percent of recycled
wood and 27 percent of roundwood.
European import increased by 6.7 percent in
2011, while export shrank by 0.9 percent. Import
represented 30 percent of consumption on average, while 34 percent of production was exported.
Countries like Bulgaria, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Slovenia and Sweden were among the top
particleboard importers in 2011, with opposite
trends in Greece (minus 57.1 percent) and Italy (minus 24.3 percent). In 2011, total import by Epf member countries exceeded 8.4 million cubic meters,
with Germany leading at over 2 million cubic meters, plus 23.6 percent compared to 2010). Other
major importers were Poland, France and Sweden,
with a total volume of 2 million cubic meters approximately. Sweden stood out with the most significant increase (plus 23.3 percent). Import from
extra-Eu countries mainly come from Norway (plus
18 percent according to Eurostat forecasts),
November-December 2012 XYLON INTERNATIONAL 19
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Switzerland (minus 1.4 percent) and Ukraine (plus
1 percent). Import from China grew by 5 percent
compared to 2010, as opposed to a decrease in
import from Turkey (minus 6.5 percent). For total import, a 3.6 percent increase is estimated in 2012.
For export, Denmark and Greece (plus 37 percent
alone) increased their 2011 flows, unlike Finland,
Ireland, Sweden and the United Kingdom. Combined export of Epf member countries decreased
by 0.9 percent (10.3 million cubic meters); Austria,
Germany and France are the top-three European
exporters with 1.8, 1.7 and 1.6 million cubic meters
respectively. Belgium, Czech Republic and Spain
remained under the 600 thousand cubic meter
threshold. 4 percent of particleboard production is
exported outside the Eu (plus 10 percent over
2010), to the Middle and Far East, with a 4 percent
increase expected in 2012. Export from Eu countries towards Ukraine and the United States increased, according to Eurostat, by 23 and 66 percent in 2011, while they tripled to Canada and grew
by 4 percent to Norway. Minus 11 and minus 1.7
percent towards Turkey and Switzerland. On the
whole, Epf member countries trade 1.9 million cubic meters as net exporters (619 thousand cubic
meters less than in 2010); 2012 forecasts predict
substantial stability.
Apparent and estimated consumption recorded a
rally in the Epf area, respectively growing by 0.4 percent (28.3 million cubic meters) and 3.6 percent
(28.4 million cubic meters), compared to slightly reduced stock trends in 2011. Apparent consumption in the Epf area is expected to grow up to 29
million cubic meters in 2012. For apparent consumption, Germany, Poland and Italy remain in the
lead with 6.2, 3.5 and 3 million cubic meters respectively in 2011, followed by France and the United Kingdom. The fastest-growing countries are Austria, Estonia, Finland and Slovenia, while Greece
and Ireland decreased. Estonia, Finland and
Slovenia also lead the ranking of real particleboard
consumption growth.
The production capacity of Epf member countries
is stable (minus 0.8 percent at 40.3 million cubic
meters). Germany further reduced its production
capacity (minus 310 thousand cubic meters),
which added to the closure of plants in Finland, Hungary, Ireland and Sweden; on the contrary, Romania recorded the most significant increase (plus 510
thousand cubic meters).
The main destination of particleboard is furniture,

OSB PANEL PRODUCTION CAPACITY IN EUROPE, 2009-2012
(thousand cubic meters)
2009
300
240
500
480
1,220
320
500
200
95
320
500

Belgium
Bulgaria
Czech Republic
France
Germany
Ireland
Latvia
Luxembourg
Poland
United Kingdom
Romania
* forecast

2010
300
240
500
360
1,220
320
500
200
400
320
500

2011
300
240
500
360
1,220
350
500
200
400
320
500

2012*
300
240
500
360
1,220
350
500
200
410
320
800

Source: 2012 Epf annual report

though decreasing (68 percent of global consumption in Europe versus 70 percent in 2010). The
construction industry (including doors and flooring)
is expected to grow by 23 percent (it was 22 percent in 2010). The remaining share is mostly used
in the packaging industry. In 2011, 52 percent of
production was sold directly by the manufacturing
industry, 41 percent through sales channels and 7
percent in the DIY retail chain. Raw particleboard
accounted for 41 percent of production in 2011,
while the remaining 59 percent went into melaminefaced panels, including a 16 percent share of other panel types (fireproof or moisture-resistant).

MDF EXPORT GROWING
European mdf panel production keeps growing
slowly, with plus 1.7 percent in 2011 (11.7 million
cubic meters, compared to the 2007 peak of 13.3
million cubic meters), excluding Turkey and Russia. Germany is still the first manufacturing country with 3.6 million cubic meters, followed by
Poland, Spain, Italy and France. On the whole, these
countries account for 68 percent of total production. On a European scale, in 2011 consumption lost
3 percent (10.7 million cubic meters). Production
is mainly focused on mdf panels above 9 mm thickness and panel with 5 to 9 mm thickness, representing 92 percent of total production; the remaining
8 percent are thin panels below 5 millimeters. 56
percent are raw mdf panels, while 32 percent are
melamine-faced. Fireproof and moisture-resistant

mdf panels still represent a minor portion of production. Stocks have been constant throughout the
year.
As relates to consumption, Germany, despite a 3
percent reduction from 2010, remains the top European mdf panel consumer (3.3 million cubic meters); United Kingdom follows with stable volumes at 1.2 million cubic meters. Third place for
Poland, with 1.1 million cubic meters, plus 11 percent versus 2010, while Italy lost 5 percent and
stopped at 930 thousand cubic meters, and Spain
fell by 18 percent (660 thousand cubic meters). Belgium and Luxembourg expanded production,
touching 750 thousand cubic meters. Greece and
Holland collapsed (respectively down by 50 and
28 percent). 2012 forecasts indicate Austria as a
country where mdf panel consumption will increase;
on a global scale, consumption in Europe is estimated to grow by 2 percent, still remaining under
the 11 million cubic meter threshold.
After remarkable 16 percent increase in 2010, mdf
export by Epf members grew by another 4 percent
in 2011; 6 percent of sales are related to extra-EuEfta countries (plus 20 percent over 2010), while
export boosted to Africa (plus 26 percent), America and Oceania (both plus 59 percent). According to Eurostat, European mdf export to the Russian Federation and Turkey kept growing, up by more
than 30 percent from 2010, while they decreased
in South America.
Production capacity was stable at approximately
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15.4 million cubic meters in 2011, with Germany
continuing its reduction of mdf panel production and
concurrent expansion in Poland.
Also for mdf panels, the main destination is the furniture industry (46 percent of total production, one
point above 2010), especially for Italian and Czech
products. France and Poland are the sources of a
vast majority of mdf panels for laminate flooring,
an industry that uses 37 percent of mdf manufactured in Europe (it was 35 percent in 2010). Building renovation and do-it-yourself are driving sales
to the construction industry up to 7 percent, versus
6 percent in 2010. Finally, 11 percent of European
mdf is addressed to interior decorations and
molded panels (7 percent), garden and do-it-yourself supplies, outdoor panels, home entertainment,
games and other products (4 percent).

POLAND RACING TO OSB
In 2011, the European production of osb panels
recovered by 1 percent up to 3.6 million cubic meters (versus 3.7 in 2007, the all-time high), with Germany reasserting its leading role, followed by
Poland. Romania is increasing as well.
In terms of consumption, in 2011 the construction
industry absorbed 50 percent of European osb production, with a 1 percent increase. Early signs of
market recovery are promising further expansion
for the osb panel industry in the current year. Most
European production is sold within the Eu-Efta region; as relates to extra Eu-Efta areas, the Far East
recorded a 50 percent increase in osb purchase
from Epf member countries, and also export to the
Middle East and Africa increased. According to Eurostat figures, European osb panel export to China, Japan and the United States grew by approximately 70 percent each in 2011, and also export
to the Russian Federation, Ukraine and Turkey increased, respectively by 4, 6 and 7 percent.
Osb panel production capacity in Europe was stable in 2011, under the 5 thousand cubic meter
threshold. In South-Western Europe, capacity expansion projects are under way. Romania is getting
ready to exceed the 5 million cubic meter threshold in 2012, while a similar investment is planned
in Bulgaria in 2013.
Applications for osb include the production of loadbearing panels for structures in moisture conditions (osb/3), representing 85 percent of total European production. The osb/a category absorbs 8
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percent, including heavy load-bearing panels with
high resistance performance for structural applications in dry and humid conditions. 2 percent is
dedicated to osb/2 panels for structural and nonstructural applications in dry conditions. The remaining 5 percent includes different types of special osb. In 2011, the construction industry acquired
approximately 50 percent of production for applications in underflooring, cladding and load-bearing panels for walls and floors; 15 percent went to
the flooring industry, 11 percent to DIY and 6 percent to packaging.

ITALY DOWN
Italy has eighteen manufacturing sites for particleboard and four for mdf panels. In a critical economic scenario, with a spiral of recession and credit crunch, a domestic construction market still standing still (including wood-based product supplies and
furniture) and export that in 2011 was still the savior of made in Italy, the wood-based panel industry is facing another period of shrinkage in 2012.
As to particleboard, domestic consumption in Italy
in 2011 decreased by 9.4 percent, while import and
export respectively lost 24.3 percent and 8.1 percent, negatively affecting Italy’s role of net importer.
Production increased slightly by 2.1 percent, while
production capacity grew by 220 thousand cubic
meters. With these figures, Italy remains at number
three in the ranking of European particleboard manufacturers, with a 9.8 percent share on the total. 83
percent of Italian production is addressed to industrial panel processing, mainly melamine-faced
panels.
In 2011, mdf panels suffered from 5.1 percent
shrinkage to 930 thousand cubic meters, with expected stabilization in 2012. Italy’s production
capacity was at 1.3 million cubic meters, mainly represented by raw panels and melamine-faced panels for the furniture industry. ■

“We cannot plunder our planet!”.
“We have to care about the world for our
children, and the children of our children”.
The carbon-charge areas in cities, the ozone
hole, the destruction of the Amazon forest,
thin dust, nuclear power stations. And don't
forget forest fires, landslides and floods...
When I think about the word “green”, my mind
goes to at least five hundred different things.
And I get lost.
If we look at the world from this perspective,
the human kind had better disappear as soon
as possible. We have plundered and we keep
plundering. We have no respect for other
species and for any natural resource.
When they told us that, maybe, we were running
out of air to breathe, we moved, but just by an
inch. Now we are talking about water, that will
disappear soon. And we move by another inch.
There is nothing you can do: any human activity,
even the "greenest", will have an impact
on everything that surrounds us and does not
belong to us. We can be very accurate
and careful, we can take a small step each day.
It’s a banal statement, but it's common sense.
It’s difficult to make a revolution and achieve
amazing results: the stakes are high,
under many points of view.
Money, power, employment,
privileges no one wants to give up...

Focus on
green economy,
green technology

Forget it, these topics are too much.
Our small contribution is a "green" focus in this
Xylon issue. We did not receive enthusiastic
response. Our industry is doing something,
but we have not realized the explosive potential
of “producing the natural way", if you allow this
definition. Different paints, different motors,
different metals, different software, different
machinery, different abrasives.
We have to manufacture all products with less
resources, and the lifecycle of any product must
have a less invasive, more positive energy
and environmental balance.
How many have realized this?
How many can see beyond waving banners?
How many are changing their way of being
entrepreneurs, of making business? Too few.
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WOOD, FURNITURE, CONSTRUCTIONS:
THE ECONOMY GETS GREEN
Eco-sustainable products are marketed with bigger chances of success,
as they combine innovation, high performance and environmental
friendliness. That’s why companies are betting on them to improve
their competitiveness in a constantly evolving scenario.
Green Economy is a hot topic in the Italian and international debate: everyone is looking at it as a way
(the only one) to get out of the crisis, betting on innovation, low environmental impact and lower
consumption, from raw materials to energy. To understand the relevance of Green Economy in the
current economic situation, just take a look at some
recent initiatives.
Sustainability is the keyword for the entire construction industry, based on the memorandum of understanding signed by Federcostruzioni and Itaca,
the Italian institute for innovation and transparency
in contract procedures and environmental compatibility. The Mou envisages the creation of “EPDItalia”, a scientific organization for the orientation of
the production system and of certification institutes,
aimed at providing the market with clear, shared and
transparent evaluation criteria in the area of sustainability; the goal is to enable companies to obtain the Epd certification (Environmental Product
Declaration) to certify the “green” properties of their
materials and products.
This topic was also discussed at Made Expo last October, with the presentation of the first report on the
knowledge and awareness of sustainability among
construction industry operators. The report was
drafted in collaboration with Edilportale, which identifies wood and bricks as the key materials to promote sustainable constructions.
The same topic was dealt with at the latest “Ecomondo” in Rimini, where the “States-General of Green
Economy” involved 39 business organizations representing companies of the Italian green economy,
in collaboration with the Ministry of the Environment
and the involvement of experts and representatives
of companies, politics and civil society. The 70 development proposals that came out of the debate in24 XYLON INTERNATIONAL November-December 2012

cluding the development of eco-innovation (promotion of production and consumption patterns based
on a sustainable use of resources and a reduction
of negative impacts on the environment, involving
companies, research institutes and universities),
the development of eco-efficiency, recycling and
renewal of materials, and the development of efficiency and energy saving to achieve "zero-energy
buildings". It's a difficult route (also in view of continuous budget cuts to scientific research and funding for companies that develop innovative projects),
but not impossible, as proved by the panel of specializing companies we included in our report: they
all see "green" innovation as the main direction to grow
and conquer new markets.

LESS ENERGY, MORE EFFICIENCY
Energy costs are an increasingly important issue for
wood and furniture companies, adding to all the problems generated by the economic crisis that is compressing the market and the purchase of woodworking
equipment and technology, ranging from uncertainty
to credit crunch. An answer comes from Homag
Group, based in Germany with an Italian subsidiary in Giussano (Monza Brianza), 50 people selling and servicing “made in Germany” machinery and
technology. The “EcoPlus” system anticipated the
green trend in woodworking technology, with the application of devices that
support energy saving in machining operations: the standby button eliminates energy
consumption when the
machine is not running
and cuts energy by up
Franz Popp.
to 30 percent; electric

motors feature low
consumption and energy feedback to the
grid; the workload of
the new suction system has been optimized through an innovative tool rotation
method.
Business in Italy is not
easy in this phase,
The “EcoPlus” button.
and even the green
factor is still not perceived as a benefit, says Franz Popp, sales manager at Homag Italia. “Awareness for this approach
must improve further, customers are searching for information, but there are few requests, in spite of funds
and incentives that single regions in Italy have allotted
to the purchase of eco-efficient systems”. Working
“green” does not mean revolutionizing the production process. “The change does not lie in the machines, but in the machining concept, in the flexibility
for small batches, reducing wastes and eliminating
stocks. This makes production and working system
more environmental friendly, allowing to save resources. In addition, the use of faster software accelerates the process, with a 70 percent reduction
of tooling and programming cycles”.
At Homag, the ecological factor is an established standard, a key driver for the design of machinery and
working processes. This also includes the study on
new materials for machine bases. “Using innovative
composite materials, our machines can run at higher speeds and achieve better finishing quality”.

the focus of the latest product lines made with Fsccertified wood species, low-impact processing cycles and formaldehyde-free glues. The selection of
suppliers, starting from raw materials, is critical.
“The wood we use comes from certified forests all
around the world, in the United States, Europe and
Africa”, explains Andrea Tagliabue, vice president.
“The most interesting application areas are contract,
hospitality and retail, while automotive and residential segments are shrinking. “Green is the
driver, today you cannot manufacture and sell products without taking it into account. You have to keep
up to date and monitor all changes, like the veneer
line "Ecozero", conceived to meet Leed certification requirements for eco-sustainable buildings”.
Suppliers and customers are partners of a company
along the innovation process. “The need to provide
more and more integrated products has opened up
several opportunities to collaborate with companies,
suppliers and customers. We are working with partner suppliers to reduce the impact of dyes and
chemical substances in our process, betting on water-based and/or 100 percent natural and ecological products, so as to reduce environmental impact
while preserving product performance”. To further
strengthen our focus on eco-sustainability, “we have
equipped our facilities with a 1 MW photovoltaic
plant and we are implementing one megawatt more,
to cover at least 60 percent of our energy requirements, avoiding the emission of approximately 900 tons of carbon dioxide annually. Further
“green” strengths of our company are the heat power station running exclusively on natural gas and
a water purification plant that enables us to implement an increasingly “closed loop”.

“GREEN” PARTNERSHIP
WITH SUPPLIERS
Leed-certified veneer is the new frontier for Tabu
in Cantù (Como), 160 people producing natural,
dyed and multilaminar wood veneer, with two
warehouses in Italy (Veneto and Pesaro) and operations in China (subsidiary and warehouse in
Shanghai, an office in
Beijing). Sales activity
spans 60 countries
around the world, with
a 65 percent export
share, mainly for dyed
veneer. The “green”
factor is an estabAndrea and Enrico Tagliabue.
lished standard and
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STOP FORMALDEHYDE
No more formaldehyde, yes to components designed to
integrate increasing
levels of final product
quality and health.
A clear choice for
Pircher Oberland,
Christian Pircher.
174 employees in
the facilities in Dobbiaco (Bozen), Villabassa and Valdaora (Bozen),
and Rolo (Reggio Emilia), specializing in the production of ecological laminar wood (“Biolam”),
components, construction systems, indoor and outdoor finishing, joinery and do-it-yourself. Recent
launches include five brand new profiles for pillars,
load-bearing beams, mezzanines, shading structures, porch/door roofs, table components, handrails
and stairs created by designer Gilberto Toneguzzi.
In 2010 Pircher launched the responsibility project
“Green Dream”, comprised of more than 50 initiatives deployed to safeguard nature, promote ecosustainable production cycles, support projects for
territory and citizens, and provide qualified professional education and a safe workplace to all employees, through the control of the entire supply
chain from sawmill to finished product. Green approach and Italian design are key strength to conquer new markets, Germany first. The rest, explains
Christian Pircher, Chairman of the Board and marketing and R&D manager, is a price war. “We have
to face the competition of Austria, Germany and
East European countries. We offer 100 percent
formaldehyde-free eco-sustainable laminar wood,
focusing on market niches, even with small batches of custom products”. Pefc-certified fir wood
comes from the Nordic countries (where the wood
grain is smoother and less knotty), Austria and Germany. The starting point is the replacement of

The Pircher Oberland site in Dobbiaco (Bozen).
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melamine glues with formaldehyde-free
polyurethane adhesives in laminar wood production. “Glue is a key element if you want to reuse processing scraps from beam production as stove
fuel: ground, packaged and sold to small and medium local biomass plants, or in retail chains. Any material that cannot be reused is sent to industrial sites
to be burned as heating fuel”.

ECOLOGICAL PAINTS
FOR FURNITURE
The future of paints increasingly depends on the
search for "bio" products. That’s the vision of Ica
Group, based in Civitanova Marche (Macerata),
specializing in the production of wood paints with
385 employees in three sites (two in Civitanova and
one near Vicenza); an industrial organization that
covers a total area of 130 thousand square meters
(47 thousand indoors).
In 2011, export accounted for 40 percent of consolidated turnover; at present, the share is close to
42 percent. Foreign
markets are a safe
harbor from the critical conditions of the
domestic business.
“To keep growing,
we are focusing efforts on the develAndrea Paniccia.
opment of foreign
markets – says Andrea Paniccia, general manager – where the
trend is positive and growth rates are very interesting”.
The contribution of “green” to production is a key
to success. “With the new green paint generations,
there are no more limits to results in terms of visual impact and chemical-physical performance”. Furthermore, “the Italian furniture market is very demanding and constantly evolving, it requires ever
new high-quality solutions that safeguard the environment. Italy is a tough training ground that enables us to be proactive, innovative and competitive also in foreign markets”.
Does new paint mean new technological equipment? “We offer eco-sustainable solutions without
forcing customers to make huge investments in new
production equipment”. Nonetheless, there are
“necessary changes to painting cycles if you
want to switch to low-impact paints”.
The group’s laboratories are currently working on

water-based paints (both standard and UV drying),
as well as variants with high solid residue. “Both
technologies enable us to achieve any result with
excellent quality from a visual and a chemical-physical viewpoint. Our researchers are also carrying
on the study of paint recipes based on biological
raw materials, so totally renewable”.

GREENER AND GREENER
GLUES AND ADHESIVES
Also in the area of industrial glues and adhesives,
"green" makes the difference for market competition. Clear evidence comes from Omnia Koll in Pesaro, established in 2005 as a distributor of waterdispersion and solvent-based products, free solvents and hot-melt adhesives, both thermoplastic
and reactive. Nine employees work in the company. Glues for applications from wood (assembling
and laminar component bonding) to upholstered
furniture, from converting to textiles, are
produced by Italian
and international manufacturers, with a final
tuning process executed by Omnia Koll.
Within a critical ecoWolfgang Ernst Sandner.
nomic picture, Wolf-

The Omnia Koll site in Pesaro.

gang Ernst Sandner, new product research manager, states that “Omnia Koll is constantly committed
to the search of products that safeguard the
health of end users and workers all along the production chain. An example is represented by hotmelt Pur glues with low isocyanate content, or onecomponent water-based putty for upholstery”.
Everything starts from great attention to the environmental friendliness of glues and finished products. “The green approach meets the requirements
of users keen on environmental issues, and the technical specifications of customers in the industry, this
is a must to be competitive on the global markets”.
From a new glue or adhesive to technological development, it’s a short step, as “they require to
adapt equipment and manufacturing operations”.
Accordingly, Omnia Koll pursues intensive cooperation with technology suppliers, combined with
research and product innovation. “The comprehensive product portfolio of our international partners offers an extensive selection of energy-saving glues and adhesives, complying with and safeguarding human health and the environment,
without neglecting the competitiveness of production cycles”.

The research
and development
laboratories
of Ica Group.

PELLETS AT FULL POWER
For the energy exploitation of wood biomass, the
“green” value of pellet is very strong, as it comes
from virgin waste of sawmills, free of glues and
paints. An efficient burning plant, especially for residential use, meets all requirements in terms of
health, low carbon-dioxide emissions and fine
dust. Quality marks and certification are expanding the market potential of pellets, which is
reaching high peaks: Italy alone has a consumption of approximately 2 million tons of pellets annually in residential applications, including stoves
and small boilers up to 30 kW, and in offices and
hotels with plants from 35 to 100 kW.
The current situation is illustrated by Paolo Perini, president of Assopellet and co-owner of Segati
Friuli in Pavia di Udine, a manufacturers of pellets
from “Pellet Gold" certified beech wood (Pellet Gold
is an Italian quality certification). Certified pellet is
“more energy-efficient, with minimum emission levels compared to firewood, especially for thin dust.
Pellet heats more and pollutes less. It is a mature
product and manufacturers must comply with
strict standards". As a result of Italian and European
policies that support the use of wood biomass to
November-December 2012 XYLON INTERNATIONAL 27
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A pellet processing stage at Segati Friuli.

Paolo Perini.

reduce the consumption of fossil fuels
and their negative impact on the environment, the pellet industry is affected
by two problems: the lack of raw material in Italy and, more generally, in Europe, due to the crisis of sawmills, and
high energy costs. “Italian pellet product covers approximately 28 percent of
consumption, therefore the market is
strongly dependent on import. Domestic manufacturers are confronted with high energy costs in
all pellet production stages, from waste grinding,
through drying, up to pressing. These costs negatively affect their competitiveness against international manufacturers. Paradoxically, we pay a contribution to green energy policies through the A3 cost
item added to our electricity bill, so we penalize our
own companies that are big consumers of electrical energy, in spite of the fact that pellets are one
of the main renewable energy sources for smallscale heating – residential applications – giving a
significant contribution to the energy balance of our
country”.

SHORT AND VIRTUOUS
SUPPLY CHAIN FOR BIOMASS
Green economy is also created by a sustainable
policy for the energy exploitation of wood biomass.
This reduces the environmental impact of fossil fuels and contributes to the development of short supply chains supporting forest policies. Based in San
Martino di Lupari (Padova), Uniconfort is the world’s
third produced of solid biomass boilers, with a product portfolio ranging from the design and construction of boilers to large turnkey combined heat
and power plants (cogeneration). The company has
business operations in over one hundred countries
and an export share of 70 percent approximately.
“The biomass market is expanding strongly –
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says Davis Zinetti, owner – also thanks to the directions specified in the new regulations for renewable energy”. For a biomass plant, sustainability
means that “solid biomass combustion releases as
much carbon dioxide as the material absorbs along
its lifecycle, with a final balance equal to zero. Our
filtering systems ensure much lower ash and dust
emissions than prescribed in the standard”. Not only.
“When we design our plants, we aim at encouraging
our customers to source their materials from a narrow-range supply chain, reducing emissions
generated by material transportation”.
The “green” approach “strengthens competitiveness,
while the focus on zero impact translates into the
offer of better and better products in terms of efficiency and environmental impact. The use of
residues from forest management operations for energy purposes triggers a virtuous cycle that supports
the protection of forest assets and the development
of activities in marginal regions, with more
job opportunities for
young people".
The energy exploitation of biomass is an
eco-sustainable
process that “can only
Davis Zanetti.
become more efficient
and cost-effective with
new technology”. Innovation is relentless: “We are
working to minimize environmental impact progressively, reducing emissions and dust, and to
make our combustion systems more efficient, increasing the energy efficiency of burned materials
and, therefore, their cost effectiveness. As a result,
we are competitive not only in Italy, where regulations are very strict, but all over the world”.
by Olivia Rabbi ■

Wood biomass plants by Uniconfort.
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SUSTAINABILITY AND LOW COST:
YOU CAN DO IT…
Ikea “invented” furniture you can bring home and assemble yourself,
with low cost and quality standards complying with strict regulations.
They proved that low environmental impact and affordable prices
are the keys to global success.
Ikea Group’s approach to sustainability is part of the
organization’s culture. Rooted in Sweden with global operations, about twenty stores in Italy alone, Ikea
is among the biggest retail chains in the furniture
business, including furniture, interior decorations and
items for home and office. “Don’t waste”, a key topic of green culture, has always been a pillar for Ikea;
their flat packs are an example, resulting from accurate
design that minimizes the volume to be transported,
and consequently, the environmental impact of logistic
operations. The Swedish giant’s commitment to
sustainability was expressly declared in the late Eighties, when they appointed the first Global Environmental manager; further actions in this respect included the decision to ban tropical wood not
sourced from forests using sustainable practices
in 1991, the introduction
of the “Iway” standard for
suppliers in 2000, and
the first audits to check
the environmental and
Riccardo Giordano.
social responsibility of
the supply chain. In 2003
Ikea launched global fund raising campaigns to support international organizations such as Unicef and
Save the Children. Now they are looking far into the
future, with the 2012 launch of the “People and Planet Positive” strategy, clearly illustrating the actions
that Ikea Group has planned to deploy until 2020.
We talked about Ikea’s green approach with Riccardo
Giordano, Environmental Manager Italy.
Mr. Giordano, which are the highlights of “sustainability
made in Ikea”?
“At Ikea, sustainability means we take into consideration the environment and people across the en30 XYLON INTERNATIONAL November-December 2012

tire lifecycle of our products and our business operations. With the new 2020 “People and Planet Positive” strategy we have just launched, we set an ambitious goal: expand Ikea’s business while improving the environment and the living standards of the
people and communities where we work. It’s not just
about reducing environmental impact, but rather generating a positive social and environmental impact.
Another essential element is to incorporate sustainability into the work of each Ikea employee. It’s not
a minor cultural change”.
To what extent has Ikea's green approach affected
and modified raw material sourcing, product processing and supplier selection operations, considering the huge extension of your market?
“The adoption of sustainability policies has strongly impacted the selection of suppliers and raw materials, considering that most environmental and social impact is generated at the early stages of the value chain. Today, our efforts are focused on raw materials from renewable sources: by 2017, at least 50
percent (10 million cubic meters) of Ikea's wood provisions will be Fsc certified (we are now at 16 percent) and the remaining share will meet our strict for-

Production stages
at Ikea’s suppliers.

Ikea’s forest engineers checking the origin of wood from sustainable management forests.

Ikea engineers auditing the activity of suppliers.

est standards, under the supervision of our own team
of forest engineers. Similar targets have also been
set for sustainable sources of cotton (coming from
“better cotton” cultivations: 24 percent at present, 100
percent by 2016), leather (which shall not come from
animals bred on deforested land), palm oil, food sold
in our restaurants and other products of animal or vegetal origin. We also pay attention to the origin of nonrenewable raw materials (plastics, metals and more):
the target is that at least 50 percent of such materials used by Ikea come from post-consumption recycled sources.
Since 2000, we have also introduced a standard
(“Iway-Minimum Requirements for Environment and
Social & Working Conditions when Purchasing Products, Materials and Services”) that every supplier and
subcontractor must comply with. In 2011 our internal auditors made more than one thousand inspections, urging our suppliers to improve their environmental performance. Unfortunately, when non-compliance is serious and suppliers are not willing to collaborate to improve, we are forced to take serious actions, up to the cancellation of business relationships”.
To what extent were your decisions driven by the evolution of Italian and international laws and standards
related to sustainability and environmental impact?
“Ikea defines its own standards to implement the
technical regulations applicable in each country,

normally setting stricter standards than the national
regulations. In this way, we can anticipate possible development of local regulations and always be
one step ahead in compliance. We also demand
that our suppliers ensure strict compliance to workplace regulations. Through the “Iway” standard,
we regularly perform audits to make sure such requirements are satisfied”.
Can you measure the added value of total sustainability applied to competitiveness and overall product quality?
“Measuring the value of intangible assets, such as
the sustainability content of products and brands, is
very difficult. For sure, ethical values are part of the
quality concept demanded by consumers, especially
when you focus on affordability like Ikea. Sustainability
lends credibility to Ikea’s low-cost policy, “low prices
but not at any cost”: not to the detriment of people
and planet. Sustainability also helps us think in the
long term, preventing or handling allegations from environmentalist or civil right associations, ensuring raw
material availability, reducing costs and waste, making our employees proud".
How is the awareness of local producers and suppliers towards these topics changing, and what is
Ikea’s contribution in this respect, especially in Italy?
“Sustainability is an increasingly important decision
factor for consumers, who are looking for brands with
high ethical profile and safe products that safeguard
nature and people, while allowing them to save money. Ikea wants to be a model also in this respect, providing customers with information and products to live
a more sustainable life in their homes".
Which are the most innovative contents of the new
“People & Planet Positive” strategy, and the timeframe
for its deployment?
“The new “People & Planet Positive” strategy illustrates
Ikea Group’s sustainability initiatives until 2020, reaffirming what we have done so far and expanding the
reach of our actions and their positive effects on the
environment and people. The strategy is focused on
three key domains: providing customers with products, know-how and solutions for more sustainable
home living; reduce waste and the use of raw materials from sustainable sources, in order to achieve
independence in the supply of raw materials and energy; bring benefits and improve the life of people and
communities where Ikea is present". ■
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Vegetal biomass
from banana tree
plantations.

Veneer obtained from recycled
banana tree wastes.

THE “NEW” WOOD?
IT COMES FROM BANANA TREES
From banana production
wastes to environmentalfriendly and high-performance panels and veneers,
saving wood resources from
forest plantations and water.
This is the idea of Beleaf
(based in the Principality of
Monaco, founded in 2011
within Tout Bois) which –
thanks to an innovative machining process of vegetal
biomass from banana plantations in tropical areas –
develops products for the
wood and furniture industry
with a reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by up
to 58 percent, zero deforestation, no water wastes
and no use of chemical substances.
The Euro-Mediterranean
Center for Climate Changes
(Cmcc) in cooperation with
Wwf Italy certified the “green”
value of these products according to Life Cycle Assessment criteria.
The development of new
products starts from local
farming traditions and re-

use of wastes: farmers are
used to cutting and burying
banana leaves as natural
fertilizers, or they scatter
them on the ground to prevent the growth of weeds and
keep the right terrain moisture level.
Thus, Beleaf has decided to
implement potential functional recycling
according to
the needs of
the wood industry. Recycled vegetal
Mario
biomass preCassin.
vents the use
of primary forest resources, as well as
deforestation and ground
occupation for the development of highly polluting
plants; in addition, it ensures
the almost total reduction of
the use of glues and polluting chemicals thanks to
natural banana tree resins,
and it minimizes the use of
water resources in the production chain by leveraging
the high percentage of water
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naturally found in banana
fibers. As to the development
of main products, panels
and veneers, it is possible to
save 32 and 58 percent of
greenhouse gas emissions
as compared to standard
production processes.
However, the benefits are
also and above all social, because for the
collection of
raw materials
(banana tree
wastes), Beleaf has excluded lands
managed by
global corporations, choosing small family-run plots. In this way, it has
created not only new job
opportunities in disadvantaged areas in the Southern
hemisphere, but it has also
trained new workers, for example introducing free English language courses.
“For several years – said
Mario Cassin, president of
Beleaf – we have been looking for environmental-friend-

ly and sustainable products to be used in the furniture, panel and indoor
decoration industries allowing, at the same time, to
keep the warmth of wood
and the functionality of modern industrial products. I
think that, with our Beleaf
products, we have finally
found the best balance to
meet all these requirements”.
Massimiliano Rocco, forest
manager of Wwf Italy, pointed out how this project is
contributing to reduce the
burden of illegal wood trade.
“With minimum effort, the
production chain promoted
by Beleaf has combined
market innovation and low
environmental impact developing a repeatable model for all the Countries supporting this production. Today more than ever, we need
to reduce the pressure for the
widespread use of illegal
wood coming from tropical
forests and make recycling
our primary goal”. ■

ALL-ROUND SYNERGY FOR “GREEN" PANEL
Producing a 100 percent environmental-friendly panel, entirely made of recycled
wood, is not enough. In order
to help the green economy
grow in the furniture industry,
it is vital to create an efficient
supply chain that interacts
with final users, private customers or public administration. This was the input that
resulted into the foundation of
Consorzio Pannello Ecologico (Ecological Panel
Consortium), based in Parma,
which today involves four
panel production plants of
Gruppo Mauro Saviola, over
two thousand Italian municipalities and 120 furniture
manufacturers using ecofriendly panels. The driver of
the initiative is Gruppo Mauro Saviola of Viadana (Mantua), the manufacturer of the
environmental-friendly panel
named “Leb”. We talked
about it with the consortium
president, Alberto Bottoli.
What’s the original concept of
Consorzio Pannello Ecologico?
“The consortium was founded eight years ago by initiative of Gruppo Mauro Saviola, to create a unified platform
for panel manufacturers,
raw material suppliers (that is
municipalities which have
established waste collection
sites to collect used wood)
and furniture manufacturers.
Since the beginning, activity was oriented towards the
public sector with policies of
Green Public Procurement
and green provisioning, sup-

Raw environmental-friendly panels.

ported by a political context
that was characterized by
strong focus on these topics
in compliance with the law
decree No. 203/2003 and
other regulatory measures
designed to encourage centralized purchasing in the
public administration.
Meanwhile, the environmental-friendly panel was included in the list drafted by
the Italian Watch Institute on
wastes, among the products
made with recycled materials, and thus, to be considered as reference goods for
green purchasing policies.
The decline of political interest has not stopped the
spreading of eco-friendly
panels: we pay great attention to the dialogue with public administration, mainly for
office and school furniture. Now we are increasingly moving towards the
private sector, starting with
the kitchen industry”.
How does the “ecological
panel” brand work?
“The brand certifies the product’s environmental friendliness and opens up green

economy to private customers. Promoted by Gruppo
Saviola, licensed to the consortium and registered all
over the world, it can be used
by a manufacturer of finished
furniture to distinguish its
product in the market as an
eco-sustainable item. Recently, the consortium has
signed a cooperation agreement with “ReMade in Italy”
(the association founded in
2009 that promotes – with its
brand – made in Italy products coming from recycling
operations at national and
international level, Editor’s
note); the goal is to reach
global certification of finished
furniture that – besides ecological panels – also includes
other reused materials, from
plastics to aluminum. Fsc itself has recognized the importance of the reuse of wood
at the end of its lifecycle”.

What are the technical issues
in panel machining when recycling used wood?
“In order to process not perfectly cleaned wood, with
glass residues, glued surfaces, hardware and other
foreign bodies and substances, ten years ago we
implemented the machining
process with cleaning
stages and systems to separate wood from other materials. For the rest, the environmental-friendly panel is
not different from a standard
wood-based panel”.
A balance of this experience?
“Absolutely positive. Although the crisis has led us
to slow down, focus on ecology brings private users to
show increasing interest towards this product”.
And what about the future?
“We are working to further reduce formaldehyde emissions in environmentalfriendly panels. For example,
E1 European standards set
the limit at 0.1 ppm-parts per
million, while US “Carb 2” limit is below 0.09 ppm. “Leb”
ecological panel by Gruppo
Saviola features a value of
formaldehyde emissions of
0.04 ppm, five times lower
than E1. For the future, we
are developing superior
products mainly for the production of children bedrooms and kitchens”. ■
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DDX: THE ECO-FRIENDLY CHOICE

In the woodworking sector,
wooden structure development is the branch which is
most improving and growing. Wood ensures high
performances in every field:
high thermal, seismic and
acoustic protection, fire safety, durability, prefabrication
and, above all, low environmental impact. As a matter
of fact, wood has become
the main building material in
the developed countries not
only for its efficiency but
also because it is sustainable and eco-friendly. Wood
needs less energy during
production and gives CO2
emission credits because it
doesn't produce noxious
emissions.
The benefits of wooden
structure are indisputable
Today woodworkers have to
combine high productivity
and high quality with the necessity to save energy and
avoid waste: in this process
all the actors are involved
(Cnc producers, tool manufacturers, software developers, etc.).
DDX (www.ddxgroup.com)
is fully aware of the new

sector needs and provides
software products which
manage several Cnc machining centres and exploits all the potential of
systems with 3, 4 and 5 axis
ensuring at the same time
huge energy saving.
For panel and woodworking
on Cnc machining centers
in particular, Ddx's specialists developed “EasyWOOD”, the Cad/Cam software specific for 3, 4 and 5
axis machinings.
Like all Ddx products, it
can be adopted by different
Cnc machining centres and
fully manages every stage
of the woodworking: free
geometrical design, import
of pieces, management of
tools and machinings, disposition of pieces and
clamps on the bench, 3D
automatic collision detection
with simulation, machining
optimization and program
generation.
With this software far less
energy is consumed in
piece processing and production thanks to some
special modules such as
automatic collision detection, 3D simulation and nest-
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ing. 3D simulation of the
machining process shows
the 3D model of the machining centre, table, tools,
motors, clamps and of the
raw piece. You can check
on the screen if the working
cycles are correct and optimized before machining,
avoiding wrong processes and therefore reducing
waste. “EasyWOOD” prevents damages on the machine, since the application
can be linked to the automatic collision detection
module. This module is an
additional aid to the 3D
simulation and identifies
possible collisions that may
occur with the machine,
tools, table, clamps and
vacuums, carriages, etc.
Before generating the NC
code for the machine, the
software reports any negative result to the operator
and prevents damages to
the system. When everything has been correctly
defined, Ddx software generates the optimized programs for the machine.
The automatic collision detection module allows you to
check on the screen before

machining if the program is
correct: therefore it reduces
testing, ensures less material and power consumption
and consequently respects
the environment.
With the True Shape Nesting module you can store
slabs and automatically
reuse materials from previous projects using scrap recovery function, saving
wood and raw material.
“EasyWOOD” increases
your productiveness: no
waste of energy and wood
and fewer mistakes mean
less costs and more efficiency for your system.
Using Ddx's software on
Cnc machining centre
means to choose green
and eco-friendly technologies, which helps reducing negative effects on
the environment and reducing costs for your company.
In a time when cost of energy is at its maximum,
waste must be reduced
and manufacturing and design are recycling-oriented, Ddx proposes itself as
a reference point for a more
sustainable future. ■

ICA: “NATURAL MATTER” BY MY LAB
Ica Group (www.icaspa.com)
will preview the line of dyes
“Natural Matter” by My Lab.
The line includes 15 new
colors that perfectly fit into

the current trend of modern
furniture, increasingly focused on the enhancement
of the natural beauty and
texture of wood. “Natural

Matter” dyes are inspired to
the colors of cereals and
spices, from barley to emmer,
from cinnamon to ginger.
These dyes are designed
for applications on selected
wood species such as knotty oak, which highlight the
natural grain of wood. To
preserve the natural effect,
these new dyes can be covered with a “Naturwood”
water-based topcoat, to protect the surface without modifying its material texture.
The “Natural Matter” color
shades expand the proven
My Lab system that allows to

create unique combinations
with the 70 metal finishes of
the “Liquid Metals” line.
Ica’s industrial operations
are carried out in accordante
with the guidelines of the
Uni En Iso 14001:2004 “Environmental management
system”. The “Life” mark,
awarded by the European
Community to Ica’s range of
bicomponent water-based
coatings, represents official
recognition of the ‘solid and
sustainable development’
demonstrated by Ica in relation to reducing atmospheric pollution. ■
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VACUUM TECHNOLOGY,
THE BUSCH VISION
The new “Mink” series of
vacuum pumps – featuring
an exclusive dry-process
technology with no contacting mechanical parts –
is establishing itself as an
application standard among
most numerical control machinery manufacturers, as it offers great performance in terms of efficiency, durability
and power saving. Until today, over 40 thousand
“Mink” vacuum pumps by
Busch (www.busch.it) have
been installed all around
the world.
The “Mink” series includes
50 to 500 m3/h pumps, with
end pressure up to 20 hPa
(mbar) in the two-stage version, and up to 250 hPa
(mbar) with 500 m3/h suction capacity.
To achieve even higher suction capacities or volume
flow rates, the pumps can
be optionally combined into
pre-assembled units, with
suction/flow rate capacities
up to 1,080 m3/h.

Operation is based on two
rotors that run in synch and
in opposite directions inside the pump body with no
mechanical contact, supporting air suction and discharge compression, with-

out using oil
or water; the pump is
air-cooled.
The lack of contacting parts
ensures consistent suction performance and capacity over time, as there
is no mechanical wear. Another result is high efficiency, which sometimes
allows to use smaller
pumps, thus achieving overall cost reduction.
The “Mink” pump is also
available in a version with
inverter, for a continuous
accurate adjustment of suction capacity.
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The end users of
machinery particularly appreciate limited maintenance requirements and lower operating costs.
As known, the replacement
of lubricating oil and oil
separators in conventional lubricated
vacuum pumps, or
the periodical checking and substitution
of vanes in dryprocess pumps, are time
and cost expensive operations, and required stopping the machine.
On the contrary, “Mink”
pumps do not require any
lubricant or the substitution
of worn parts. They virtually require no ordinary
maintenance except one
change of gear oilbath
every 20 thousand operating hours (approximately
eight years for companies
running seven days a
week!).
Given the same suction capacity, “Mink” pumps reduce energy consump-

tion by up to 60 percent.
For this reason, Busch recommends to replace obsolete vacuum generating
systems with their “Mink”
technology: customers will
achieve ROI in one year and
a half.
"Mink" pumps eliminate lubricating oil disposal and offer high levels of efficiency
and energy saving; as noise
levels are very low, they offer an eco-friendly solution to the market.
The general manager of
Busch Italia, Luigi Lionetti, commented: “In 2011, the
business of Group Busch in
the wood industry expanded by over 10 percent compared to 2010. In Italy, we
want to replicate the same
growth rates. We will also focus on end users, offering
them tangible opportunities for energy saving and
optimized maintenance, as
well as an eco-sustainable
technology”. ■

“ROBOSPRAY” BY MAKOR
“Robospray” is a revolutionary spraying system studied by Makor (www.makor.it)
to guarantee top quality finishing and maximum flexibility for production just-intime. It allows in fact the
coating of panels and 3D elements for furniture through
spray application by means
of an antropomorphic arm
mounted on CN axis,
as well as curved
surfaces or shapes
with thickness variations (like drawers) thanks to the
special 3D scanning barrier at infeed.
The antropomorphic arm (New
Generation) strictly
simulates a human
arm and therefore
is more suitable to
spray any form and shape.
Also, the number of axis
controlled (up to 10) is much
higher in comparison with the
traditional cartesian system(Old Generation), ensur-

ing higher precision and finishing quality, as well as less
paint waist depositing on
the transport belt.
By means of a laser beam
and a camera, the reading
plant can precisely detect all
dimensions of the items
(width, length and
height), thus

obtaining a
reliable 3D “numerical
reproduction”, point by point.
By reading the dimensional
data of the items, the computer will automatically
process the data in compliance with the selected recipe
and will obtain the relevant
processing program for the
robot, which can perform
the coating operation in a
very accurate way for flat,
shaped and even 3D items
by strictly following their
shape. This allows the most
efficient cycle time and important reductions of coating
waist.
“Robospray” can be inte-

grated with quick colorchange systems and automatic mixing of the catalyzer. When changing product,
the robot moves to a dedicated area, where a draining
device collects the product
coming out of the guns as a
result of empty-

ing their piping,
thus preventing a needless
pollution of the exhaust filters
and the consumption of paper in the conveyor.
The robot head normally includes two guns that are intended for coating the surface and a third gun that
deals with the edges: they
have two different vaporization types and nozzles, one
is specifically suitable for
the application on the edges
with a spraying area that is
quite narrow, while the other
has larger spraying areas in

a way to assure the best
quality of application. Also
this feature is bringing excellent results in terms of
precision and reduction of
paint waist.
The ventilation plant is consisting of an air-intake positioned over the ceiling, which
feeds the air through a highefficiency filtering
zone. In addition,
there is a final filter
for the exhaust air,
which aims at assuring the filtering
level that is required
by the standards in
force.
Makor Group has always been committed to ongoing evolution and research
of new technical solutions, which thanks
to the close cooperation with the most
important coating
manufacturers, give
us today the possibility to offer complete lines that are increasingly performing both in
relation to finishing quality of
the product and low impact
on the environment. ■
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WITH ZETAGÌ, BEAUTIFUL AND
SAFE INSIDE AND OUTSIDE

The focus on the improvement of the physical-chemical performance of “Holzfreund” wood treatment products has always been a peculiarity of the Zetagi research laboratory. The key
goal is to leverage the knowhow and human resources
available inside the company, as well as research investments, to achieve tangible results that deliver convenient application, speed
and higher efficiency, contributing to the visual impact of products and, most
of all, ensuring reliable pro-

tection over time; all of this,
while focusing on the key priority of minimum environmental impact.
With the “Holzfreund” brand,
Zetagì was able to develop
a wide range of stains, clear
and pigmented topcoats,
water-based primers for outdoor wooden products;
these solutions are not just innovative in the wood treatment domain, but offer absolute guarantee in terms of
quality, easy application and
effective protection. Such
warranties translate into consistent visual impact and a
tangible value of windows or
other products finished with
these coatings.
The company’s wide range
of water-based products also
includes a number of clear
and pigmented coatings,
under the “Retron” brand,
designed for interior wooden
products. Also in this area,
just like many other outdoor
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finishing cycles, the efficiency and intrinsic quality of
cycles have been acknowledged with the Catas certification.
The painting cycle for home
furniture “Retron” with twocomponent basecoat “W”
615270 and “Retron” twocomponent topcoat “W”
20 gloss 615380 and catalyst “W” 730030, complies
with the requirements of the
technical specifications of
Catas Quality Award as well
as the requirements of the
Uni 11216 standard.
This cycle is particularly suit-

able for kitchen, bathroom
and other home furniture,
for both horizontal and vertical applications.
The “Holzfreund” coatings –
besides industrial production
of doors, windows and furniture – have been selected
for high-end renovation projects, such as the recent
restoration of the wooden
dome of the Basilica Palladiana in Vicenza, within the
global operation of architectural renovation recently
carried out for the inauguration of the art exhibition “Raffaello to Picasso”. ■

GROWING A HOUSE: THE CREATION BY CIBIC WORKSHOP
Construction systems with
low environmental footprint
was the key element of the
experimental search on construction methods carried
out by Cibic Workshop in recent years, fully shared and
represented by the “opus
naturalis” concept of Listone Giordano.
The recent Made Expo 2012
presented a full-scale installation of two houses built
with innovative solutions: the
hemp technology and a
dry construction system
with metal framework.
The hemp house is a contemporary construction method using natural materi-

als. Hemp is no longer found
in Italy, but it was a key element of the country's agricultural history.

Reserve Filo
di Lama Agrigento.

Building with this material
today means combining new
economic opportunities with
the current demand for energy and environmental performance.
The house building with a
dry construction system
with metal framework is an
innovative technical solutions that combines very
high construction and energy performance with a dramatic reduction of construction timeframes. This construction system offers new
applications for traditional
materials, to create a fully recyclable, earthquake-proof
and strong building, with

www.makorgroup.it
www
.makorgroup.it

very short and controlled
erection timeframes.
This project fully meets the
production and ethical philosophy of Listone Giordano,
extensively illustrated inside
the container "This is my forest".
The project integrates the
wooden flooring collection
“Atelier” in the new “Reserve
Filo di Lama” variant in silver
cromatics shades, and the
best-seller “Medoc#1” designed by Michele Lucchi for
“Natural Genius” for interior
decorations, and the decking
of heat-treated ash from the
“Outdoor Margaritelli” collection. ■

focus on green economy, green technology

EFFICIENCY AND FLEXIBILITY
WITH WAGNER SOLUTIONS

Wagner colora (www.wagnercolora.com) design, manufacture and distribute professional spraying systems
for furniture and interior decorations made of wood and
other materials.
The company has long been
committed to find environmentally friendly solutions.
The quality and innovative
technology of its equipment
allow to get the perfect mix
of products bi and multicomponent (2K, 3K and 4K),
to automatically manage
and quick color changes,
without waste and downtime, ensuring the highest
quality finishes, repeatable
process and increased production efficiency.
“FlexControl” and “Intellimix” are the lines of elec-

“FlexControl plus”.

tronic mixers that can handle any application successfully: they were developed to optimize quick color change and washing operations in order to minimize
waste and save valuable
time to be dedicated to
manufacturing operations.
They can be tightly interfaced to automated/robotized painting lines and they
stand out for their easy operation, high reliability over
time, high mixing accuracy,
affordable price and quick
Roi. They can handle up to
four different components in
one recipe and a double fluid circuit for non-compatible
products.
In addition, the fluid section is normally installed
onboard the painting booth,
as close as possible to the
application point, to avoid
product waste during color
change of washing. It is
equipped with measurement units, color change
valves driven pneumatically by the mixer and a special mixing head for perfect
homogenization of the catalyzed product.
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A significant contribution to
plant efficiency is given by
the innovative high-pressure
membrane pump technology “Cobra®” (a Wagner
patent). These pumps are
characterized by the lack of
friction parts, being ideal to
handle critical, reactive or

“Cobra®”.

abrasive products such as
Uv, acrylic paints, isocyanates etc. This technology can effectively cut (by
over 50 percent) paints and
solvents wasting thanks to
the reduced volume of
pumps and to the easy
cleaning of the internal part.
The new generation of “AirCoat GA 4000AC” guns,

“GA 4000AC”.

compact and lightweight,
are versatile and highly reliable, represent the best solution for all automatic
spraying systems in the
wood industry.
Ideal for water-based and
solvent-based products, the
innovative “AirCoat” automatic guns by Wagner feature a new air distribution
system that delivers the
best-ever finishing results
and achieves optimal transfer efficiency: a solution
able also to achieve up to
20% product saving.
Characterized by a strong
focus on efficiency, the
Wagner systems ensure a
very quick return on investment: product waste and
dead time are reduced significantly, with huge saving
in the short term. ■

SCM GROUP: SAVING ENERGY
WITH “ECO POWER PACK”
Energy-saving topics have
become key in all industries,
especially for medium and
large organizations using big
plants.
For over three years now, the
entire range of numerical control working centers by Scm
Group has been distinguished by the “EPP-Eco
Power Pack” brand. Previewed at Ligna 2009, it is a
dedicated package for customers looking for high-performance technology that can
also ensure energy saving
through four key functions.

The “Power energy saving”
system automatically adjusts
feed speed according to machining parameters: material,
chip removal, tool and power
used on the spindle.
The nc monitors power requirements for current machining operations in real time
and compares them to available capacity, adjusting speed
consequently. The operator
only needs to program the
maximum nominal speed, according to the type of operation: all the rest is done automatically.

“Exhaust
Energy Saving”.

“Motors
Energy Saving”.

“Vacuum
Energy Saving”.

“Power Energy Saving”.

The device ensures time saving, as no manual tests are required by the operator, machining speed is always correct and this allows to optimize
cycle time. Moreover, the mechanical parts of the machine
and the tool are not subjected to excessive stress and the
operator needs not be constantly ready to take action.
“Vacuum Energy Saving”
automatically controls vacuum
pumps according to clamping
requirements for the workpiece: the pump works at the
necessary power rating and
not always at full capacity, as

conventional systems do.
“Exhaust Energy Saving” is
a device that allows to open
suction mouths according to
the operating units that is running. In this way, energy waste
is prevented and a plant with
lower capacity can be installed, without trading off on
efficient suction.
Through “Motors Energy
Saving” the machine automatically identifies the motors that are not running and
puts them in standby mode for
all their inactivity period, but
ready to start quickly at any
time. ■
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COMEC GROUP ACQUIRES CAMAM

It’s official: Camam, specializing in the development
of solutions for the production of chairs and tables, has been
taken over by Comec Group. A “made in Friuli” partnership
dedicated to special machinery and production systems.
We can only be happy that an organization like Camam, a historical industry brand, has found a new,
promising position inside Comec Group. After all,
we are talking about two “close souls” that have met
each other again: they are rooted in the same territory, with just a few kilometers between Manzano,
where Camam is based, and San Giovanni al Natisone, where Comec have their headquarters.
Both organizations have experienced the great age
of the Friuli chair, both have offered and still offer
high technology to process wooden elements. Of
course, there are some differences, which is the reason why the acquisition makes sense.
We met Lucio Bergamasco, “patron” of Comec
Group, to let him tell us about this piece of news.
“Since last October, Camam has officially become
a company of our group”, he said. “This is
just the final act of a project we had been pursuing for a few months, because we wanted to do things the best we could”.

Lucio Bergamasco.

And it couldn’t be different, knowing Bergamasco. The deal involved the future of an important brand like Camam and the possibility
to create new synergy within Comec Group,
a business that, despite the crisis, is pre-
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serving its market shares and the capacity to meet
anyone looking for “peculiar” machines, out of standard, “tailor-made”.
“We are very happy about this transaction”, Bergamasco continued. “Unfortunately, things were not
going well for the Manzano company lately, so their
founder Livio Fantini, who will support us in the
transition phase, decided to look into new directions.
We met, we discussed and we pictured out a new
future for Camam. There are so many elements we
have shared during our business activity, we have
always been quite close. There are many meeting
points that have immediately driven us to finalize
the deal”.
“We got to this solution – Bergamasco added – because many years ago we were forward-looking and
we stepped out of Italy, we worked hard to establish and consolidate business relationships outside
the chair market in Friuli and Italy in general.
We also diversified our business, avoiding to be
strictly confined to chairs, which is the core specialization of our company, just like Camam and
many more. And that was our luck.
On the contrary, Camam preserved their local focus, offering technological solutions to ever-growing demand. But at a certain point, the “chair sys-

tem” in Friuli was hit by the crisis, which involved
all operations upstream and downstream. As I said,
Camam was a technology reference for these operations and for the Chair Triangle. This does not
mean they didn't sell their machines outside the national borders, but demand was so strong that they
had to focus their efforts exclusively in Friuli".
And now you are offering an opportunity...
“It’s a great satisfaction for us, because Camam is
a well-known company, with indisputable know-how,
expertise, technical and design skills. They have
given a great contribution to the industry, with thousands of machines installed, a heritage that can still
say a lot if it is incorporated into a group with a different vision, a dynamic approach, international expertise and a wider sales scope.
But I want to make it clear: Camam will remain an
independent company from several points of view.
They will preserve their name, their brand and the
historical facilities where the machines are assembled. We will necessarily reorganize the production of mechanical parts, relying on Dlm, another company of our group, which will execute
such operations for Comec and Camam. At Dlm
we have made the first major
investment, namely two big
working centers that will enable us to handle the requirements of an expanding
organization, with high quality and reliability.
Starting from today, we are
“thinking together”, but Camam will remain the same.
Nothing will change for customers and distributors,
I want to stress that. We will keep offering support,
service and upgrades, and developing excellent
solutions for chair production.
I repeat: we can help open up the global markets
and place Camam machines in several regions, increasing business opportunities. We will also improve the engineering department, implementing
tools, technology and methods for even more accurate and effective design”.
How are you matching the two portfolios?
“We have undertaken a rationalization process that
involves different areas of the group and of the new
entry, without eliminating the respective catalogs.
Camam will further strengthen their focus on chair

technology, while we are sticking to the “special”
equipment business for any application. We will
work to maximize each synergy, while preserving
– let me say it again – the independence of each
organization in terms of sales and products.
The Camam acquisition has already given early results, as we have been able to start important business deals that have confirmed the effectiveness
of our approach. These deals, if
they develop according to expectations, will provide for a more
stable business trend in 2013...”.
With this acquisition, Comec
Group now employs fifty people
with revenues of 10 million Euros
approximately. “Fifty people with
their own stories and families”, said
Lucio Bergamasco, adding: “Today more than ever,
a business owner must feel the “ethical” value of
his job; he must take care of everyone around him
and arrange things so that the business can continue also after him. This process of know-how and
knowledge transfer started a long time ago in our
group, through the identification of selected people who will be the new makers of Comec Group’s
history. These people have become stockholders,
they are skilled, responsible and essential to
share and carry on!”. ■

Watch the video on XylonTube
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INNOVATION?
IT’S TEAMWORK...
The heat treatment of wood is the new frontier of our industry,
looking for solutions to maximize the use of raw material
and reduce production costs. Innovative technology
and expertise are Wde Maspell’s contribution.
From wood dryers to “Termovuoto”, the patented
system for high-temperature vacuum treatment, it was
a long way through half a century of innovation. This
time frame matches the life and business of Wde
Maspell, based in Terni, whose flagship solutions include vacuum dryers, Ispm-15 treatment and wood
auto-vaporization, but most of all the “Termovuoto”
heat treatment, the climax of intensive research started when the company was established in 1962 and
resulting into some ninety international patents.
The company was founded by Vincenzo Pagnozzi,
engineer, who began to study wood vacuum drying in the early Sixties in Turin. In 1972, his son
Ernesto joined the company and promoted the
brand at international level through the creation of
a sales organization, the distribution of manufacturing licenses in Japan and the United States, and
the participation in the leading exhibitions in Milan
and Hannover.
The direct sales organization and local partners of
Wde Maspell cover several regions: from the United States, where they partner with Vacutherm, to
China, with a license to Gmi for the construction of
patented machines,
as well as Brazil,
Austria and Egypt.
In France, Wde
Maspell have had
their own sales subsidiary since 1990
(Mafra, Maspell
France).
Strong partnerships
have also been deErnesto Guglielmo Pagnozzi.
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Seven wood species
treated at five different
temperatures.

versities and research institutes, including CnrIvalsa in Italy, Fcba in Paris, Critt Bois de Rodez,
Bordeaux University, Esb (Ecole Supérieure du Bois)
and Lycée du bois de Mouchard in France, Hamburg University and Rosenheim Schule in Germany,
Holz Institute in Bern in Switzerland, Sarajevo University in Bosnia Herzegovina, Drvo Institut in Bulgaria and Labonac (Laboratorio Nacional de productos forestale) in Venezuela.
The “Termovuoto” range currently includes four models, all with female names: “Caterina”, “Adele”, “Clau-

dia” and “Madlen”.
Since 1993, the year
of “re-foundation” after the Maspell family experience, Wde
Maspell has been focusing on the entire
production process
of the solutions they
offer to the market, in
collaboration with a
network of specializing companies
managed and coordinated by Wde
Maspell, with a cross
The “Termovuoto”.
and synergic vision
of all involved industries and specific expertise. There is strong identification with the company, up to the involvement
of selected and valuable employees in the stock
capital, while sharing ideas and production innovation routes with internal and external shareholders.
A “team” approach, if you like the definition, but most
of all the pride for a company that is driven by innovation. The story and evolution of “Termovuoto”
are told by Ernesto Guglielmo Pagnozzi, engineer,
current owner of Wde Maspell.

RESEARCH AND QUALITY
Mr. Pagnozzi, heat treatment is a growing trend in
the wood industry…
“We are strongly focused on wood and we will always be: we want to produce elements with excellent quality, and to do that, we have studied the
process and built the necessary equipment. But the
key element, I repeat, is to make "better” wood.
For this purpose, we have been studying wood behavior accurately when it is submitted to treatment,
and most of all, how you can certify its quality. That
was the starting point of our long-term relationship
with Cnr-Ivalsa in San Michele all’Adige, a wellknown institute we have been cooperating with
since 1968, when we provided them with early
equipment for specific tests: a platen vacuum dryer, then a “ventilation” vacuum dryer, and then other models, acquiring the experience that now enables us to guarantee the effectiveness of our solutions according to scientific principles.
And notice that our agreement stated that the institute could perform tests without any constraint,

free to publish results whether positive or negative
for us. We didn’t need any “favor”, but rather tangible elements to get to the desired destination, to
understand if we had to follow a certain direction
or take a different route.
We waited for a few years, until we were confident
about the effectiveness of our process. There was
clear evidence that vacuum heat treated wood produced with our equipment and our processes had
better properties than any material obtained from
"classical" processes using superheated steam or
nitrogen. All figures and tests, let me stress this, are
official and certified.
To be clear, Italian mountains are full of wood (fir,
pine, beech) with durability class 5. The “Termovuoto” treatment can improve the class by two
levels, up to “durability 3”, which means that the
species we have mentioned become the same as
hardwood like oak or chestnut! I won’t bother you
with the obvious consequences of this".

…BETTER PROPERTIES…
Is it true that this heat treatment process increases the fragility of wood?
“Before we discuss this, let me tell you which properties are modified when wood is submitted to heat
treatment. According to literature, heat-treated
wood with the trademark ThermoWood has the following properties compared to untreated wood:
darker color across its thickness; lower hygroscopic
properties; higher dimensional stability under climate variations (humidity and temperature); improved durability, i.e. resistance to rotting caused
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by wood-eating fungi; improved heat insulation capacity; degradation of mechanical properties,
proportional to the treatment temperature; emission
of a peculiar “reek”, which sometimes prevents indoor use.
The study, measurement and analysis of all properties mentioned above represent the so-called
“wood species characterization”, a long, difficult
and expensive task, because it must be performed
for every wood species, with different thickness, using suitable equipment and according to specific
standards.
As I said, we have executed tests together with CnrIvalsa and the Uppsala university in Sweden,
which is the most advanced country in wood heat
treatment together with Finland.
Tests were carried out on white and red fir in a wide
range of temperatures from 160 to 220°C and exposure cycle from one to five hours.
The properties and behavior of treated wood was
similar, with no significant differences; therefore, the
obtained features proved that Termovuoto wood is
not only equivalent to ThermoWood, but it can be
even better".

(such as Bio-Resources), so they
can be used for
reference. Such
results are the
foundation for
our growing market success; after the first industrial plant recently installed
in Italy in Recanati, other European companies
have imitated our
example. Today,
“Ter movuoto”
can be found in
Two wood stacks
France and Gershowing the effects
many, and other
of treatment.
countries will follow, including
Sweden, Norway, Portugal, Russia…”.

WHAT DO YOU MEAN?

Mr. Pagnozzi, how did you get to “Termovuoto”?
“It is one of our latest patents, namely number ninety since 1962 including new patents and extensions
of existing ones; early patents were developed by
my father, who created the company, recent ones
by myself. All of them in wood drying.
“Termovuoto” was born four years ago, when a
French customer using one of our vacuum dryers
asked the local subsidiary for support in the processing of heat-treated wood. I began to study this
topic, I collected information on existing technology, and ultimately, I considered how I could make
my own technology to eliminate the defects and
problems of other systems, ensuring better results
for raw materials.
The major technology constraints I had to face concerned heating wood at 180-220°C while preventing
combustion, the cooling of wood mass at the end
of treatment, and finally, the big pollution issue, as
the 3-6 percent loss of mass results into an equivalent release of polluting and hazardous substances
into the atmosphere, including acetic acid, formic
acid, furfural and many more.
Previous heating techniques created an inert atmosphere inside the cell by introducing nitrogen
or steam, with fire risks in case of power outage.

THE STORY...
“Mass reduction was between 3 and 6.5 percent
according to treatment temperature, up to 220°C;
durability improve from class 4-5 to class 3,
making it suitable for outdoor use (not in touch with
the ground); hygroscopy, and consequent dimensional variations, decreased by 50 percent; mechanical tests, unlike what normally happens with
ThermoWood, did not reveal any significant change
in resistance to bending and stiffness, while resistance to compression even seemed to increase
after vacuum treatment; the boards featured good
quality with no internal stress, deformation and few
negligible cracks on the sides and surface; the
wood properties are consistent within the same
stack: this means that the internal temperature of
the “Termovuoto” machine cylinder is even and consistent, and that the distribution of heat under vacuum is highly efficient; the almost total lack of wood
smell after “Termovuoto” treatment proves that Voc
(Volatile Organic Compound) content is very low.
We keep improving our knowledge through experimentation on six more wood species (oak, ash,
beech, poplar, acacia, yellow pine), and we will add
even more as our project progresses. Many results
have already been published in scientific magazines
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“Ter movuoto”
has definitely
solved this problem, as vacuum
eliminates oxygen inside the
cell, preventing
wood combustion without injecting any gas
or steam.
Cooling
the
wood mass from
180-220°C to 6080°C is not easy,
as the process
should be performed without
blowing air into
the cell, otherwise the whole
wood
mass
would burn instantly.
Conventional methods mainly consist in spraying
water into the cell, whereby water immediately turns
into steam and extracts heat from the cell and its
contents, namely 540 Kcal for each liter of evaporated water.
This results into a water consumption of 70 liters per
cubic meter of wood in the cell, and the generation of 150 cubic meters of polluting or smelling
fumes: a cell with 10 cubic meters of wood produces 1,500 cubic meters of vapor at each cooling cycle!
Instead, “Termovuoto” offers a simple and effective
solution, as it cools down the wall of the cylindrical cell from the outside through a suitable current
of air at room temperature, preventing the air from
getting in touch with the atmosphere inside the cell.
In this way, the cell surface acts as a highly-efficient
heat exchanger that can cool down the wood mass
under vacuum, without generating any polluting vapor or fire risk.
Another key technological feature of “Termovuoto”
is its dual function: it can be used both as convection vacuum dryer and as vacuum reactor for
wood thermo-chemical modification. This aspect
is very cost-effective and interesting, as wood can
be initially dried to humidity values close to zero,
and then, without any interruption, submitted to heat
treatment without energy waste inside the same cell.

With other systems, wood must be first dried in an
external dryer, then cooled and transferred to the
treating cell, with significant energy waste.
It is worth mentioning that the remote control system installed on “Termovuoto” allows an operator
with a smartphone to monitor the operation of the
equipment in real time from any location, and take
actions in case of necessity, changing the program
or enabling specific functions”.
So, quality improvements for heat-treated wood are
not just visual, but also technical…
“The most visible difference of heat-treated wood
is color change, but as I have already mentioned,
there are many more reasons why this wood is being used massively”.
“Definitely. If we are supported by capable and
smart people, and we are able to find financial
funds, like we have done so far, I expect an interesting future for this technology. That's why we are
evaluating more collaboration opportunities with other institutes: to develop new technology, you have
to support the industry, and especially in times
like these, our strength alone is not enough”.

…AND THE FUTURE
What’s your vision into the future?
“Innovation, development and entrepreneurial
spirit are key elements to face the current economic
crisis, and I feel like saying that my company is going into this direction with strong determination.
We are constantly focused on vacuum dryers,
which is still our core business, but we are quickly promoting the “Termovuoto” system with other
“connected” ideas. A recent opportunity is the use
of the brand for heat-modified wood, recognized
by Cnr-Ivalsa (Italy) and Fcba (France), accepted
and recognized by the market, just like French and
German companies are doing. This would help us
increase our market penetration very quickly, collecting useful funds for companies that are willing
to invest in innovation”. ■

Watch the video on XylonTube
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“EASY ORDER AZ” STEFANI
INTRODUCED TO “TOP CLIENTS
A woodworking machine
of the third generation,
that “thinks” 1000 times per second.
A batch-one "intelligent”
edgebanding cell, that
checks all current operations one thousand times
per second, achieving
unimaginable efficiency and
versatility standards: for any
daily production volume –
three kitchen sets or a living
room, one single shelf or an
entire office furniture set – using “Easy Order Az” is always
cost-effective.
This is the concept of the
edgebanding cell that Scm
Group introduced at the end
of September to some twenty top clients from Italy, Brazil
and Russia.
“Batch-one edgebanding is
a hot topic in the furniture industry”, said Johnny De
Leonardis, product manager, Stefani. “Scm Group wanted to have a say in a market
where production
to order is standard, and therefore, effective, versatile and highly

flexible technology is required for daily production
that can be very different in
terms of visual aspect and,
most of all, quantity”.
To respond to this challenge,
Stefani engineers defined
an edgebanding cell that
enables one single operator
to produce even very small
quantities cost-effectively;
the machine is conceived
to handle any discontinuity
and interruption during working shifts. A gap of 800 millimeters between two subsequent workpieces is
enough for “Easy Order Az”
to setup all the aggregates
required. Transitioning from
one edge to another occurs
with no waste of

time and no limitations related to gluing quality, edge
type, height or thickness.

panel to the desired geometry, independently of its dimensions.

“It’s a new concept of edgebander – says De Leonardis
– a machine conceived, designed and built to handle
more and more fragmented
batches, while ensuring the
maximum benefit to users in
just 200 square meters, onethird less than it was previously necessary, thanks to
the new cell
architecture”.

The operator only needs to
introduce the workpiece into
the machine: with the “Side
finder” technology, he will
constantly see how it must be
positioned to perform the
requested machining operations. The supervisory system keeps each piece closely monitored, providing all information in real time.

An interesting
feature is the
system that allows to
size the workpiece perfectly in one pass, independently of the previous
cutting quality: an additional
milling aggregate outside
the edgebander, running at
up to 100 meters per second,
moves quickly into position
and collaborates with the
standard unit to reduce the

Operation quality, fast
changeover, great orthogonal
accuracy of parts, total flexibility for smaller and smaller production batches, down
to batch one: all these features are enabled by a “superprocessor” that checks all
sensors, axes, positioning
and operating units one thousand times per second.
This is the challenge won by
the edgebanding cell “Easy
Order Az”. ■
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BIESSEINSIDE 2012

Biesse opens the doors to customers
and launches innovative technological solutions
at the new edition of BiesseInside.
At the end of September, there was a new edition
of “BiesseInside”, the event organized by the Pesaro-based brand – globally renowned for the
production of wood, glass and stone processing machinery and technology – to open up the doors to
Italian and international operators, introducing
them to the company’s latest creations.
There were plenty of machines exhibited that could
be seen in action, up and running with all their functions. In the forefront, the numerical control working
center “Rover B Gantry” and the compact multicenter “UniLine”, witnessing to Biesse’s commitment
to increase its market share in the door and window
business in Italy and Europe, completing the portfolio with high-flexibility high-productivity solutions
designed to meet the requirements of small handicraft businesses and big industries as well.
A clear message was
given during the threeday open house, dedicate to panel and window production technology: technological innovation to work with
solution offering excellent
performance-price ratio
and superior quality. Such
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message was conveyed through the exhibited technology, sharing common requirements including small
footprint and the possibility for users to minimize costs
and resources.
Let’s go back to new “Rover B Gantry”, introducing a new generation of working centers. The
gantry construction, with traveling gantry resting on
both sides of the base with double motor, can
achieve performance at the top of its class, combining fluid motion with vector speed up to 120 meters per minute, delivering uncompromised productivity and finishing standards. The 200 mm workpiece throughfeed and the fully independent Z-axes
allow to machine particleboard, solid wood or
multilayer parts with no limitations.
To clamp all parts effectively, the worktable can be

The “Uniline” multicenter.

The “Uniline” multicenter.

configured for manual mode
(using the “Ats” modules, Biesse’s conventional solution, still highly reliable) or equipped with “Eps”
(Electronic Positioning System) tables; the latter are
positioned automatically by the numerical control,
allowing to change the configuration of the entire
worktable in few seconds, or avoiding manual operations to handle big machining scraps.
If you also install the additional plant and modules
“Cft”, the machine can execute all typical operations
of routing worktables, including nesting and folding.
Please notice that the new “Rover B Gantry” was designed with a focus on the cleaning of the machine,
which translates into component reliability over time
and better workplace conditions.
The second new proposal under the spotlights was
“Uniline”, the multicenter that completes the total flexibility solutions range for window and solid wood processing operations. “UniLine” is the most compact
version of Biesse Multicenter: it occupies only 30
square meters, including automatic loading/unloading systems and tool holder stores, to have all
necessary tools on board. “UniLine” performs all the
operations "with locked piece" in the most logical sequence to ensure, at the same time, the best tool performance and high efficiency of the production
process. It works “unattended" with a
new patented method: the operator only
needs to load the pieces on the feeding
system: two to three minutes
are enough to have over one
hour of ensured production.
The pick-up and placement of
the components in the clamping devices are fully automatic, as well as the removal of finished components and their
deposit onto the unloading table.
And as “UniLine” works, the operator can focus on other operations such as cutting,
planing, assembly, quality control and even leave his

workplace without any
loss of efficiency. "Unattended" production
not only reduces processing costs, it also
extends the working
time of the machine
and increases its daily
production capacity by
over 30 percent. When
designing “Uniline”, special attention was paid to safety, to the simplification of manmachine interaction and to environmental compatibility. The safety cabin is 360°, very well-designed,
has transparent shatterproof Lexan panels for complete visibility of the process, and thanks to an original Biesse system, UniLine allows the operator to control the machine from a distance through colored
bands that indicate the status and phase of the
process. To minimize environmental impact and make
the workplace more comfortable, new solutions
have been adopted for the widespread use of recyclable materials, reduction of energy consumption
with better performance, the reduction of noise levels with active interventions; and a further improvement of the recovery system of chips and dust, to the
benefit of operator comfort and the environment.

MORE NEWS
In the edgebanding sector, “BiesseInside” 2012
showed the entire range of working centers for the
edgebanding of shaped panels, the “Rover Edge”
series, and the single-side edgebanding machines
series “Stream”, “Roxyl” and “Akron”, including
“Akron 1300” equipped with automatic devices for
job change controlled by Nc. On the “Stream B1”
in line edgebanding machine, the innovative
“Mds” module was installed, that allows
flexible squaring and measuring of
panels. During the event, we had
the opportunity to see edgebanding operations using
the innovative laser tech-

The new “Rover B Gantry” working center.
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nology solution which grants visual results without
comparison. The “Tech Centre” displayed the entire range of Biesse working centers for doors and
windows, including “Rover C Wms” (Windows manufacturing system), the first highly flexible working
cell specifically designed for the processing of standard and special windows, and the panel working centers series “Rover C” and “Klever”.
As far as solutions for flexible drilling, there were
“Eko” and “Skipper”, compact machines, extremely flexible and fully configurable to customer
requirements, capable of processing panels in a very
wide range of dimensions, with no set-up time for
format change.
Many visitors attended the demonstrations of the single-side beam saw “Wn 7 Series” in its current most
complete and innovative variant “Wntr 730 Twin
Pusher”, and the latest panel saw “Sektor 4 Series”,
an entry-level machine with top-notch performance.
The latter machine has recently been provided with
a twin pusher, a new device for inclined cuts
(patented) and a lift table, completing its equipment
to satisfy every production need.
During the open house visitors also had the chance
to see a flexible sizing plant ideal for customers who
need “batch one” production and at the same time
want to have high production volumes. This solution can manage simultaneously a nesting and a traditional sizing process.

STEFANO PORCELLINI
“BiesseInside” 2012 was the occasion to introduce
Stefano Porcellini officially as new general manager, during a press conference for industry media.
Porcellini opened his speech expressing satisfaction for the results
of the open house, then gave an
overview of the market.

Stefano Porcellini.

“The current economic situation is
very difficult – he said – and we know
that the only way to stimulate the market is providing solutions that ensure
measurable benefits to our customers. That’s why we organize
events like “BiesseInside”, to show
the results of our innovation efforts.
This year we mainly focused on solutions for solid wood, especially
windows, with new products featuring high automation and high ver-
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satility. Revolutionary technology such as “Uniline”.
In the window segment, we have invested huge resources in recent years, and we believe we have
done an excellent job in terms of technology, ease
of use and productivity. We did not allow the economic crisis to stop us!".
“In Europe, which absorbs for 50 percent of global woodworking technology production, demand is
concentrated on flexible technology, for “batch one”,
easy to use, with good productivity standards and
affordable adoption and operating costs. These are
the principles we have worked on, and our recent
proposals are the tangible result of those efforts”.
Answering a question about South America, Porcellini said it is probably the region that is bringing
more satisfaction, especially Brazil, both for standalone machinery and for complete lines. “This
trend is helping us compensate for stagnation on
the Italian market and “slow” business in Europe”.
Talking about production decentralization, Porcellini
reaffirmed Biesse’s commitment to manufacturing
sites in Italy and, since 2007, in India, the latter for
the production of woodworking technology for
South-East Asia and Asia Pacific. “China is a new
entry – Porcellini added – and a springboard for future strategies. In China, we will manufacture machinery designed in Italy for the entry-level market
range. IN 2013 we are going to see the first results
and we are confident the potential is really very interesting. Through the acquisition of a company with
strong industrial capacity, we have achieved a leading position, so we are ready to seize all the opportunities that will emerge in the near future".
And what about Europe? “We are quite strong in
France”, Porcellini replied. “We are working well in
that country and we have a significant market share.
We are also satisfied with growth rates in Germany:
we know we are fighting in the lion’s cage, but we
think we have a lot to say, without any fear.
Let me add that we want to be even more aggressive in other markets, such as Turkey, Russia, the
Middle East… Offering machines with setup time
close to zero, flexible enough to handle “batch one”
without any problem, easy to operate and to maintain, while delivering high productivity, we can have
a say in many areas, because these are the essential
requirements for any company that processes
wood and wood-based materials today”. ■

INNOVATION

A REVOLUTION IN SEMIFINISHED MATERIALS?
LAPM STARTS FROM CEFLA TECHNOLOGY
In the heat of the economic crisis, the courage to invest
in new finishing equipment opens up new opportunities
to grow on the markets, especially global ones.
We tell you about the experience of Lapm
in Pasiano di Pordenone and their collaboration
with Cefla Finishing Group, specifically for a revolutionary
edge finishing process that might even challenge
traditional edgebanding.
Polishing, lacquering and painting have always
been the core business of Lapm in Pasiano di Pordenone.
Then, the turning point came with the most critical
phase of the global crisis: from simple finishing to
total processing of cabinet doors, kitchen first. Today, the company, leveraging recent investments
in new painting technology by Cefla Finishing
Group, has 85 employees in two manufacturing
sites with a total indoor area of 15 thousand
square meters. And, as much as 95 percent of painting operations are for foreign customers, mainly in
Germany and France, with an eye to new markets,
starting from Great Britain.
Enrico Faè – born in 1966, owner of Lapm – told
us his story and future projects.
“We began from sanding, then we gradually extended our expertise to the full cycle. We start with
a panel, either mdf or particleboard, and we deliver
the finished product, the complete cabinet door. We

Enrico Faè, on the right, with Dino Gobbato,
area manager, Cefla Group.

realized in time that the age of subcontracting was going to end if we
didn’t add value to it. So, we decided to take a new direction: it was clear
that the market was entering a difficult
season and our job was paid less and
less. Therefore, we decided to approach the final customer directly,
kitchen and furniture makers, changing our role from suppliers of semifinished material producers to their
competitors.
We learned what we didn't know, creating shapes, outlines, decorations
and profiles according to customer
demand, trying to give advice on less
complicated and just as effective solutions.
I must admit it was not easy to transition from sanding to complete cabinet door production: we had to
change our mental approach, define
a different organization and adopt the
necessary technology. As a result, we
made a quality leap, not so much in
productivity, but in terms of cycle time
and enterprise organization. The market requires very fast cycle time, top
quality and lower prices, so you have
to produce a bigger number of parts
in the same timeframe, and possibly
paint them better”.
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THE “INERT COATING” REVOLUTION
The patented system “Inert Coating”, installed on “Smartedge”
by Sorbini, a Cefla Finishing Group brand, can easily and flexibly “fill” particleboard and mdf panel edges, within a very compact footprint. The final result is a perfectly filled surface, with application volumes from 50 to 400 grams per square meter and mechanical resistance superior to any other application system.
The “Inert Coating” system delivers a perfectly smooth or textured
surface, as desired; combined with the color or grain printing
process on the filled edge, it offers a flexible and quick format
change, with lower costs for the finished product, also for “just
in time” production.
This process, combined with painting and/or digital printing on
the same line, streamlines edge-finishing operations, while reducing
the costs associated to traditional edgebanding systems (different stocks of materials), especially for cabinet doors.

Particleboard before and after “Inert Coating” treatment.
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The value of the “final touch”.

What about competition? How did your old customer
react when they realized you had turned from supplier to competitor?
“You can imagine what happened”, Faè says, smiling. “We came in last, we acted cautiously, but in
the end, our quality, the service we offer and the
price have opened up many doors. Let me tell you:
in the end, you win if you work better, if you offer
something more.
It’s a fact that it is difficult to work in Italy, for a number of reasons: that’s why we decided to focus on
export, to work abroad where the manufacturing
system and distribution are different. For instance,
think about the German market and the big orders
for contract kitchen furniture. We have been able
to offer a product with the same quality and consistent technical features over time, at a lower price,
so we opened up new markets. Significant revenues
have enabled us to invest in new technology to produce more, better and at lower costs.
Our latest investment is “Smartedge” by Cefla for
edge finishing and painting, which delivers cabinet
doors made of particleboard, not only mdf, with good
finishing quality, so we can reduce the final price.
In few words, with this machine, it's as if we "fill" the
edge, preparing it for the stages downstream, with
excellent results also on cheap panels".
Is the lacquered finish still high in demand?
“Market analysis indicates that lacquered components
still dominate the market, it's a trend that will keep
growing for two-three years more, subtracting market shares to pvc. Glossy finish accounts for approximately 70 percent of production, while the rest
is matte finish and other solutions. Dominating colors are currently white, magnolia, cream and, more
generally, pastel hues. Hard times for black and strong
colors, while transparent has almost disappeared”.

Let’s talk about technology, an asset you mentioned
as a “tool to change”...
“For three years we have been working with Cefla
Finishing Group: we met each other and we have
grown together, responding to ever new requirements we have been facing in recent years.
At Lapm, we have always believed and invested
in technology and equipment, because we consider
them necessary to be competitive, choosing highly productive machinery without missing the target
of final quality. We do not pursue perfection as such,
In our laboratories, we have several Cefla solutions
for panel and edge lacquering, plus the machines we use – in an area next to the lacquering
departments – for brushing operations, finished door
control, packaging and shipment.
Please notice that cabinet doors are already routed when they are delivered to our factory, thanks
to the work of three suppliers that enable us to be
fully flexible according to the flow of orders.
The process is basically split into two stages: pore
filling and closing, followed by the application of
white basecoat, sanding and lacquering. With
“Smartedge” – which is our latest investment, as
mentioned – we can lacquer edges with great accuracy and cleanliness.
Each panel delivered to Lapm follows a specific
route according to the type of cabinet door requested by a customer. We work on one side at a
time, applying up to four coats of paint, and the topcoat is applied in a dedicated environment, so as
to achieve the best final result. As a result of our
technology and equipment decisions, we can
process approximately 1,200 square meters daily, the equivalent of 5 thousand cabinet doors.
I must say that the spraying machine “Roctre” by
Cefla ensures significant volumes, as it combines
high quality and excellent results on the exposed
side of the door.
We also have a robot, also from Cefla, that we use
for “just in time” operations requiring high speed.
Consider that lacquering may seem a relatively simple operation: spray, dry and you’re done. That’s
not true. Everything is driven by parameters, from
paint quantity to drying times, from coat thickness
to the peculiar features of specific products. In the
end, I would say it’s a matter of mathematics!”.
Let’s go back to “Smartedge”.
“We decided to acquire a complete line for edgebanding, with aggregates we can use for different

products in terms of substrate preparation, sanding and painting.
As relates to the most innovative aspect of this line,
which performs the so-called “Inert Coating System” process, it is protected by several patents: it's
a really effective concept, a technology that produces a smooth, hard and resistant edge. It leverages the airless UV drying principle: with particleboard, the product is pressed inside the edge
through the “holes”, the irregular patterns that the
core of the panel inevitably has, and that are clearly visible at the edges. Instead of edgebanding, this

The parts are extracted at the end
of the long “Smartedge” line with
“Inert coating” system.

machine "fills", if you allow me this clear definition,
though technically improper. What matters is that
the panel comes out with a perfect edge, ready for
lacquering.
The surface you obtain looks like glass, with no micro holes, and you need half the quantity of
sealant compared to other processes. All in all, it’s
an affordable investment, which also reduces
footprint and energy consumption”.
And what about the future? Will cabinet doors still
be your business?
“We are considering all business opportunities, but
we want to do what we can do best, avoiding to venture out on operations for which we are not adequately skilled, as it would be hard to be competitive. Cabinet doors, after all, are a business that
still has good volumes and good prospects!”. ■

Watch a video on XylonTube
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INERT COATING TECHNOLOGY,
A REVOLUTIONARY PROCESS
In the previous pages,
we illustrated this technology
applied to edges. Now it can
also be applied to surfaces,
achieving very interesting
results... and savings.
For pity’ s sake: all solutions
shown in operation at the latest Cefla Live, last 28-29
September, attracted widespread attention from all participants. But there is no doubt
that attention was focused
on a big red parallelepiped that concealed the latest developments of "inert coating" technology. We
could only see parts coming out, an experience that
was enough to tell that the system really works!
Many people shared the same experience, including Italian customers (some of them “big
names”), but also Russian, Polish, Latvian, Spanish, Mexican visitors. A successful event that fed
hopes for a season where any small positive signal is a long-awaited dose of oxygen.
As everyone is looking for maximum competitiveness, Cefla Finishing Group decided to offer a global preview of the new and revolutionary process for
flat panel preparation. “Inert coating technology”
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by Sorbini – covered by several patents – ensures a perfect preparation of the surface
of any type of panel, offering
significant reduction of installation footprint, power, carbon dioxide emissions, and
most of all, paint consumption.
All of this translates into minimum environmental impact.
The new process was illustrated by Alberto Maestri,
sales manager at Cefla Finishing Group. “It’s a global
preview – Maestri said – which
we are confident might offer
interesting opportunities even in the current economic situation: a volume of approximately 1,500
square meters of panels to be painted each day,
which is absolutely “normal”, pays back the investment within a short time, delivering tangible benefits in terms of saving and finishing quality. It’s a
“technology replacement” that allows to close the
loop. As many of you might remember, in 2011 we
had introduced this Sorbini-patented technology applied to edges (see article on page 59, editor’s note),
a technology that many people called “revolutionary” with little hesitation. Back then, we were already working on surface applications, and now we
are launching this process that completes our technological proposal for the panel industry”.

How does it work?
“Simply stated, an application roller spreads a Uv
paint onto the panel surface. Then, with a process
similar to a sanding machine, a membrane is operated and gets in touch with the panel surface,
pressing the paint into the substrate pores. It's a
sort of continuous putty knife. The light of the Uv
lamp filters through the membrane and acts on the
film applied onto the panel, triggering its jellification. The crosslinking process is performed under
optimal conditions, as there is no oxygen and, therefore, catalyzation is delayed. That’s why it's called
“inert”, because air is removed by the action of the
membrane on the panel.
Our tests clearly showed that this process delivers
better finishing quality, with interesting results
also in terms of mechanical properties”.
“We have transferred the know-how
acquired with edges to panels –
Maestri added – obviously with some
differences. No preliminary filling is reAlberto
quired in this case, you apply “inert
Maestri.
coating” directly, and of course, the
surfaces involved are wider, with no
width limits: you just have to install aggregates with
suitable dimensions.
The whole process is executed in one pass,
avoiding the lengthy and complicated procedures
you normally have to deal with to achieve poorer
quality”.
Let’s get into benefits in detail...
“Sure. Let's start from the required quantity of paint,
that can be reduced by up to 50 percent in some
applications. You can use Uv products that can be
easily found in trade, nothing “special” or “peculiar”. You apply one coat and the result is excellent.
As a result, less aggregates are needed, which
means smaller footprint, lower operating costs, less

maintenance, less energy, lower carbon dioxide
emissions, and ultimately minor environmental
impact.
Not to mention the most significant aspect in
terms of saving, namely you can use panels with
lower quality and costs without any problem. the
final result will be the same, even better!””.
It sounds like we are standing before a big revolution...
“That’s no exaggeration”, Maestri smiles. “This is
just the beginning and we are already offering a
complete process, for edges and surface, that ensures excellent results with speeds between 5 and
35 meters per minute. But we know that the potential
of this process is much higher. Even if you only consider edgebanding, the Sorbini patent
can actually be an effective alternative to traditional edgebanding.
And if you add digital printing, a domain where our group has been
working with great satisfaction for
several years now, you have a complete process enabling you to handle
the entire finishing process "just in
time" and delivering excellent solutions to the
contract industry and brand products”.
“And there is one final development I want to point
out”, concludes the Cefla Finishing Group sales
manager. “The film application membrane can also
be textured, so we can easily create processing cycles that leave very accurate grain and pores on
the surface, enhancing the finishing quality and realistic effect.
I will say it again: we are just moving the first steps
with a technology that will provide a solution to several problems. We are testing it on other materials
and I can tell you the results are surprising, for instance with fiber cement…”. (l.r.) ■
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WORKING TOGETHER...

Pierluigi Paoletti.

The fiftieth anniversary is not necessarily an occasion
to draw a balance, especially for those who are focused on innovation, the conquest of new markets
and the implementation of new production systems.
All under the banner of wood constructions, probably the one and only driver of the Italian construction
industry. Leveraging the partnership with Scm Group
in Rimini, Paoletti – with financial and manufacturing headquarters in Lentiai (Belluno)
– has broken into the global markets. As the
company is making its debut on the German
market, they have been involved in a big order in Morocco for the construction of a plant
to manufacture beams up to 50 meters.
With their know-how in the production of lines
for beams, X-Lam walls, blockboard panels
and window glulam, Paoletti leverage their expertise
in automation, planing machines, finger-jointing
equipment, integrated with five-axis working center
by Routech.

luigi Paoletti illustrated the latest developments of
their production.
Two years ago you officially presented this important
partnership with Scm Group.
“We have defined our partnership and started to work
in synergy, developing several plants together. Scm
Engineering is an international contractor with the
competence and dimensions required to answer the
needs of big customers who prefer to have "structured" partners. Collaborating with a big group
means opening up the doors to big international customers, offering integrated solutions, plants for complete cycles based on a wide range of know-how coordinated by one actor. Turnkey, high-quality plants
that guarantee total effectiveness. To these customers,
Paoletti offers the opportunity to complete a portfolio, to acquire deeper knowledge of everything related
to primary operations, i.e. optimization, finger jointing, planing, gluing, clamps and anything required
to manufacture even big elements for wood constructions. Let’s say we can help them complete what
is all around “Routech” working centers, an increasingly popular and appreciated solution for wood
construction companies, which can be even more effective or integrated into one complete cycle, from
raw wood to finished element, ready to be shipped
to the construction site for installation”.

The “BJ 3000 Hyper” press, designed to machine
curved beams, can generate up to 200 bar pressure,
featuring a self-cleaning gluing system and 32 independent valves operated according to the width
of the machined element. Most of all, it allows to cut
cycle time also through the use of glues offering high
performance and quick application: the plant has double capacity compared to traditional solutions and can
handle both X-Lam walls and single beams in half an Your vocation to export is getting stronger...
hour instead of two and a half hours, producing more “Our lines are mainly suitable for small and medium
and better with the same number of workers. Pier- manufacturers, for those who want to integrate their

Collaboration with Scm Group has resulted into global expansion
and synergy. From Lentiai, the Paoletti experience.
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plants or for those who decide to make their own walls
and the beams they need. We cannot forget that, talking about large volume production, the vocation and
tradition of big Austrian groups are a challenging term
of comparison, for instance.
As opposed to that, we offer great flexibility, the possibility to control a plant so as to achieve what you
need exactly at that moment, for a specific order. We
can build lines for X-Lam panel production, integrated
with “Oikos” or “Area” working centers, dedicated to
the production of walls, whether small or big. We are
reference suppliers for the manufacturers of beams,
also curved ones. And we are able to propose solutions to those who want to expand their production capacity, having decided to start with plants
for a certain volume and then grow. Today flexibility
is a key factor that allows to respond to alternating
market trends, possibly working with a strategy
based on the use of raw materials at lower prices,
with the same physical-mechanical properties”.
So, Paoletti has adopted a new approach...
“Collaboration with Scm Group has opened up opportunities for new deals and prospects. For Morocco
we have been working side by side with the group’s
engineering since the first stages. This means looking at everything from a new perspective, having the
possibility to integrate different solutions that result
from the same mental approach. A strong benefit with
major effects on customer satisfaction. We can
have a say in X-Lam, with solutions achieving productivity rates above 300 cubic meters per working
shift. And for some time now, in collaboration with
Routech, we have been working to enhance the production process of framework constructions.
Not to mention the group’s global footprint, a big plus
not only for sales, but also for service”.
The wooden house is a challenge that will bring much
satisfaction in the future...

“X-Lam, framework constructions: we are ready to face
any challenge. In our opinion, “cross laminated timber” seems more promising, because it allows to build
multi-floor and big buildings for non residential use.
And, as mentioned, we define plants based on shorter elements, therefore with lower costs, to obtain components with optimal features, so that we are one step
ahead of others. Joining boards that are four or six meter long does not seem the best solution to us...".
More generally, can we say that Italy is bridging the
initial gap in wood construction technology?
“If we are talking about construction, yes. Paoletti manufactured the first machine for the production of duo
beams in 1994 and launched it in 1996, and everybody wondered what kind of mysterious object it was.
Glulam beams have been around since the Seventies, but their expansion was hindered by some
pressure, unlike what happened in Austria or Germany. Strong support came from emergency building, unfortunately, but now we can say we are on the
same level as other actors with a better reputation in
this business. Just think that we started to deal with
this product because a customer had heard about
glulam beams and wanted to try producing them,
however they wanted a compact, cost-effective
machine that could cut and press. We made a prototype that is still running, and we were the only ones
who considered this a big opportunity”.
And what about the future?
“The crisis is heavy. Companies have been abandoned to their doom. Entrepreneurs are fighting
alone. Italy is standing still, investments are lagging
and the temptation to move out is stronger and
stronger. We preferred to make a different choice,
work together with others, offer our know-how to
partners who are stronger that we are, and things
are working out well, so that we can look ahead with
more optimism...". ■
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SAMULEGNO IS BACK
WITH HAPPY BUSINESS
New dates for Samulegno,
the biennial international exhibition of woodworking machinery and technology, to be
held at Fiera di Pordenone
from 13 to 16 February 2013.
The nineteenth edition will be
held for the first time concurrently with Happy Business to You, a newly created exhibition entirely dedicated to “made in Italy” contract, a unique event in this
area, if we are not wrong.
This strategy is aimed at expanding the international
scope of Samulegno, which
will have the opportunity to
share the exhibitors and visitors of the show dedicated to
big furniture orders.
In 2012 – at the first edition –
the contract show in Pordenone attracted over seven
thousand visitors, 12 percent
of them from 53 countries.
“Pordenone Fiere looks at
the wood-furniture industry as
one of the supporting sectors
of its business”, states the official press release. “Even
more in 2013, with three dedicated dates that will make
2013 the “year of wood” for
the exhibition company and
its territory of reference. Besides Samulegno and Happy
Business to You, the Pordenone fairgrounds will also
host Sicam, the international
exhibition of components,
semifinished materials and

Pordenone is an exhibition
site focused on businessoriented shows, projected
towards Central Europe and
the Balkans, where the companies of North-Eastern Italy
and beyond have found profitable output markets; for this
reason, the Pordenone exhibitions dedicated to different
industries have always been
attended by the big market
leaders in machining, plastic
materials and furniture.

accessories for the furniture
industry, a world-class event
that found a site of excellence
in Pordenone” (see article
on page 114, editor’s note.).
Samulegno will be the first
act of a system of exhibition
designed to serve Europe’s
most significant furniture district: over 800 companies,
with 10 thousand employees
and 2,500 million Euro
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turnover, make up the woodfurniture District of Livenza,
spanning the provinces of
Pordenone, Treviso and part
of Venice. The whole area of
North-Eastern Italy has more
than four thousand companies in the furniture industry,
with over 40 thousand employees: these figures indicate that this is a strong pillar of the economic structure
of this region of Italy.

And the press release continues: “The next edition of
Samulegno, with economic
recovery showing early timid
signs, will be the only platform
in Italy for industry companies
next year, and Pordenone is
expected to give an outlook
on possible future scenarios.
Major international brands
have already confirmed their
attendance, witnessing to
the fact that the community of
woodworking machinery
manufacturers and distributors has promoted the next
edition of Samulegno”. ■
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A few snapshots
from the recent Sicam.

SICAM REASSERTS ITS ROLE
It's the stage we are used to,
the good old Pordenone fairgrounds. The actors have
been recording deserved success on this stage for a long
time: Carlo Giobbi, his children
Carolina and Michele, few
close and trusted collaborators, suppliers ensuring
proven skills and loyalty.
This team have no indecision and never expose themselves to risk or criticism;
once again, they have put up
a masterpiece and the audience applauded. Figures are
different from the past, that’s
for sure, however Sicam’s
story is characterized by an
ever-rising trend that seems
untouched by the cold winds
of the economic crisis we all
know, a crisis that has thinned
out and scattered even the
strongest armies. Well done.
The fourth edition of the exhibition of supplies and semifinished materials – held from
17 to 20 October, without suffering for even one moment
from the “malicious” decision
to hold Made in the same
dates – reaffirmed its key
strengths: an ideal location, although the fairgrounds have
some minor traditional de-

fects that can hardly be eliminated; the typical organization
by Exposicam; the total focus
on exhibitors and visitors, and
so on. Even food is excellent,
which is really a miracle at an
industry exhibition.
Halls from 2 to 9 were sold out,
some areas were still left in hall
1, devoted to logistics and
restaurants. In total, 14 thousand net square meters sold
to a community of 540 exhibitors (Italy was obviously
on top of the ranking, followed by Germany, Switzerland, Turkey…), including all
the actors that were required
to achieve the success of an
exhibition, ready to meet 17
thousand visitors. Figures
were basically the same as in
past editions. International
visitors increased, with a 30
percent share on total visitors,
from 94 countries. Many Russians. Who could imagine
that, one day, the whole world
would have met in Pordenone, thanks to the excellent
work of Mr. Carlo Giobbi? Nobody. And yet...
“The crisis is still biting,
everywhere – Giobbi said –
but, based on the figures we
have recorded and the feed-

back from several exhibitors,
we can draw a positive balance for this event. As usual, business contacts during
the exhibition were numerous
and their level was very high.
I think this result should be
underlined”.
Talking about so many Russians on the Noncello banks,
Giobbi said: “That’s true. This
year we have seen plenty of
Russians, and they were very
active. Many exhibitors commented positively. We have
been working for some time
on the Russian market, and
the signals we have collected
this year prove that our action
is yielding the desired results.
In 2011, Italy was the top furniture supplier to Russia, so I
think that meeting opportunities like Sicam are essential to
consolidate and further develop business relationships
with that country”.
There were also many Turks,
according to the final press release of the organization: “….

the furniture industry in that
country is a growing market
and Turkey is the hub of a region with very promising developments in years to come”.

NEW DATES!
There are many ways to show
that you work for the sake of
companies, and Sicam has
done so by listening to its exhibitors. For this reason, a
few days after the fairground
gates closed, it was officially
communicated that Sicam is
changing dates. The change
is almost irrelevant, as opening and closing dates have
been moved back by one
day. However, this means that
Saturday is left out, a day
that has been annoying an increasing number of operators,
especially international visitors.
After analyzing the statistics
collected with a survey during
the exhibition, there came the
official announcement: the
fifth edition of Sicam will no
longer be from Wednesday to
Saturday, but from Tuesday 15
to Friday 18 October. ■

Watch our video on XylonTube
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FMC CHINA 2012 ACHIEVED
A GREAT SUCCESS!

The 18th Furniture Manufacturing & Supply China (Fmc
China 2012) was successfully held from September 1114, 2012 at the Shanghai
World Expo Exhibition & Convention Center. The exhibition
lasted for four days, and
was held concurrently with
“Fmc Premium 2012”.
The exhibits included Woodworking Machinery & Tools,
Office Furniture Supplies &
Gas Springs, Furniture Coating & Chemicals, Furniture
Hardware & Fittings, Furniture Inspection, Design &
Services, Furniture Panels &
Surface Deco, Cabinet &
Wardrobe Fittings/Furniture
Lightings, Furniture Fabric
& Leather and Upholstery
Furniture Components &
Supplies.
The total surface area was
71,000 sqm. There were 761
exhibitors from China, Hong
Kong, Taiwan, Australia, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, the

Netherlands, Singapore,
Sweden and the Usa. Further,
30,759 trade buyers from
111 countries and regions
visited Fmc China 2012.
Three Pavilions, Taiwan
Pavilion, the States of North
Carolina and Pennsylvania
Hardwood Pavilions, together with Eight Associations &
Groups, such as the
Malaysian Timber Council,
the Mexican Furniture Association, the Indian Association of Furniture Manufacturers and Traders, the Asean
Furniture Industries Council,
the Vietnam Purchasing
Group, the Shanghai Timber Industry Association, the
China Wood-based Panel
Distribution Alliance and the
China National Forest Product Industry Association, all
brought their members to
visit FMC China 2012.
This year, Fmc China attracted 30,759 trade buyers, including 26,193 local visitors
and 4,566 overseas buyers. In
total, 43 percent came from
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Asian countries, 22.3 percent from Europe, 15.6 percent from North America, 3.7
percent from South America,
2.1 percent from Oceania,
and 1.1 percent from Africa.
The 20 most represented
countries/regions for international visitors were India, Russia, Malaysia, Mexico, the
Taiwan Region, Japan, the
USA, Singapore, Italy, the
Hong Kong Region, Vietnam,
the U.K, Brazil, Indonesia,
Thailand, Australia, France,
Canada, Korea, Turkey, Germany and Belarus.
Moreover, 21,573 visitors from
decision-maker levels attended ‘Fmc Premium 2012’,
a show for high-end suppliers
of Furniture Components and
Raw Materials.
30 professional onsite events
and over 30 onsite interviews
has been held onsite, including First World Health Sleep Industry Conference, Ideas of
Coordinated Innovation -- Forum on Furniture and Material Design Trends, Shanghai

Timber Association Conference - the Imported and Exported Timber Forum, Joint
Meeting of Furniture Industry
Chain in China. More than 300
delegates from the healthy
sleep industry at home and
abroad attend the First World
Health Sleep Industry Conference. Fmc China 2013 will
be held from 11-14 September 2013 at the Shanghai
World Expo Exhibition and
Convention Center (Sweec).
Semi-finished Furniture will
be added as a new category at Fmc China 2013. Meanwhile, Furniture Hardware &
Fittings, Furniture Fabrics &
Leather and Furniture Panels
& Surface Deco will be enlarged in 2013, as will Woodworking Machinery & Tools.
The organizers will continue
to focus on improving the
quality and quantity of visitors, and will provide the
best in woodworking machinery and furniture raw
materials for the Chinese
Furniture Industry. ■

FAIRS

WOOD PROCESSING MACHINERY
AND INTERMOB KEEP GROWING!

Everyone knows that Turkey is
becoming more and more
important for our industry, and
not only. in recent years, its
performance has been amazing from several points of
view. We have been visiting
this country regularly for a
few years now, and each time
we come back, we clearly feel
that further steps forward have
been taken. A feeling corroborated by conversations,
meetings, visits to companies and exhibitions.
Turkey has changed radically in recent years and, if local
technology production, constantly evolving towards high
quality and “mature” solutions, is combined with imported international solutions
in the areas of supplies, semifinished materials and panels,
we stand before a historical
change in the past ten to
twenty years.
Just walk around Intermob
and you realize that Turkish
production has nothing less
than international standards.
It is actually a valid alternative,

with lower production costs
that translate into cost-effective, competitive edges, panels and hardware.
But let’s take a look at the figures of this double event:
Wood Processing Machinery
and Intermob were visited by
61,543 professional operators, including 6,904 foreign
visitors from 87 countries. For
the third consecutive time,
the number of visitors has increased significantly, witnessing to a strong role acknowledged not only on the
domestic market, but also by
neighbor countries (and beyond, considering the number
of nations involved), with Istanbul emerging as an exhaustive platform, a reference.
Here are a few figures to help
you understand what is going
on in that region: in 2010
there were 46,215 visitors, including 3,589 foreigners. In
2011 the number increased to
53,487, including 6,073 foreigners, which means that
visitors have increased by 33

percent in three editions. And
a 19 percent increase has
been record from across the
border.
Evidence of this maturity – and
consequently, the possibility to
invest in promotion – is the
number of delegations attending the show, this year a
record number.
A quality showcase offering a
comprehensive review, with
859 companies that decided
to attend as exhibitors, representing 27 countries including Italy, Germany, China,
Brazil, Czech Republic, the
US, India, Sweden, Taiwan,
France…
Going back to technology,
we can only reaffirm that the
participation of manufacturers
from leading countries – Germany and Italy, to be clear –
is always guaranteed by the
valuable intermediation of local importers and resellers.
“Opinion surveys among
Turkish resellers indicate
widespread satisfaction”,
says Carlo Alberto Strada,
who followed the Turkish exhibition on behalf of Acimall’s Studies and Promotion
Office. “The market is euphoric and sales are following a stable trend compared
to last year. Some distributors
are growing dimensionally,
opening up new offices in
strategic regions of Turkey, in
order to have a better coverage of the territory”.

“We cannot deny – Strada
adds – that there is some risk
in the medium term, namely
that, when domestic demand
will inevitably shrink, many
companies will be oversized.
The comments I have collected from Italian companies, instead, indicate alternating situations: on one
side, the big groups are
committed to expanding their
reseller network, while resellers are focusing their
business on the most famous and recognized
brands. On the other side,
small and medium enterprise that rely on one big reseller but are not fully satisfied with the support of their
dealer, as they consider the
sales volumes to small compared to the market’s
strength and potential”.
“Another critical issue – according to Strada – is the narrow mark-up that Italian manufacturers can obtain from resellers. The latter often explain that price strategies
on the Turkish market must
be adjusted downwards, due
to increasing national and
Chinese competition”.
As already mentioned in these
pages, local manufacturers
are moving forward year after
year, in terms of both market
shares and technological content of their machines: it's a
challenge that cannot be underestimated... ■
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WOOD, MACHINES AND FURNITURE:
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITORS

observatory

In this article we illustrate the export figures referred to the January-August
2012 period for machinery, wood and
furniture, by those countries identified
as major competitors worldwide.
Export trend of woodworking machinery, over the period, is generally
stable; in the foreground Germany with
1,161 million euros and a contained de-

crease of 2 percent. Well outflows from
China and Austria which show positive
growth rates over the previous year.
Wood and semi-finished products
(logs, sawnwood and panels) show a
positive trend; China and Canada are
the two biggest exporters in the world,
the only ones to sell materials for more
than 5 billion euros in the first eight

months of the year. To be noted the
slight drop in German flows.
The trend in furniture industry once
again shows the rise of China as a leading manufacturer and exporter in the
world, with growth rates much higher.
Italy and Germany, despite highlight interesting trends, continue to lose market share against the Asian giant. ■

WOODWORKING MACHINERY EXPORT (January-August 2012), (figures in Mio Euro)
Exporters
Germany
Italy
China
Taiwan
Austria

2012
1,161.4
754.7
465.3
316.6
223.3

Var. % 12/11
-2.1
-1.8
6.0
-2.5
5.0

Source: Intracen, codes Nc 846510, 846591, 846592, 846593, 846594, 846595, 846596, 846599,
846692, 84793.

WOOD EXPORT* (January-August 2012), (figures in Mio Euro)
Exporters
China
Canada
Germany
Usa
Russian Federation

2012
6,366.4
5,092.9
4,444.7
4,111.9
3,524.9

Var. % 12/11
21.0
16.1
-1.7
7.0
-0.2

Source: Intracen, codes Nc 4401-21, 4501-04, 4601.
* logs, sawnwood, panels.

WOOD FURNITURE EXPORT (January-August 2012), (figures in Mio Euro)
Exporters
China
Italy
Germany
Poland
Malaysia

2012
10,353.6
2,885.1
2,398.9
2,050.7
1,075.9

Var. % 12/11
22.3
4.5
-1.7
-1.0
14.1

Source: Intracen codes Nc 940150, 940151, 940159, 940161, 940169, 940330, 940340, 940350,
940360, 940380, 940381, 940389

* Estimate
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FOCUS ON BELGIUM
In the second half of 2011, the economy in Belgium suffered a significant
contraction: less 0.2 percent in the
third quarter and less 0.1 percent in the
fourth quarter. On an annual basis,
Gdp grew by 2 percent, due to the dynamism recorded during the first half.
All sectors have experienced a decline
from the third quarter (-0.3% industry,
-0.8% constructions, 0% services). On
an annual basis, the industrial sector
recorded the highest growth rate, although lower than in 2010. The agenda
of the Government is focused on the balance of public finances, institutional reform, Labour and Welfare. At European level, the Belgian government aims
to adopt measures in favor of growth.
The debt/Gdp ratio, after declining
from 130 percent in 1993 to 84 percent
in 2008, has grown steadily and in
2011 was around 98.2 percent, forcing
the government to adopt a series of corrective measures that helped to maintain the primary deficit below the threshold of 3 percent for 2012, aiming to
achieve a balanced budget in 2015. The
tax burden in the last five years, has remained consistently high, but still lower than the total primary expenditure, including social benefits being the largest
component (about 25 percent/ Gdp).
Belgian securities in the long term, the
most attacked by Eurozone in the last
months of 2011, came to 5.9 percent in
November, and then back below 4
percent due to the return to normality of
government that has allowed the adoption of interventions of public finances
in line with the agreements in the EU. Unemployment has continued its downward spiral. Eurostat calculates a constant lowering of the unemployment rate
in Belgium passing from 8.4 percent in
February 2010 to 7.6 percent in February 2011, below that of the “euro area”
(9.9% - February 2011). Official data also
confirm that unemployment is far lower
in Flanders than the overall average of
the country and other regions (Wallonia
and Brussels-Capital). ■

GENERAL ECONOMIC INDICATORS
2009
-2.8

Gdp (constant prices, % var.)
Gdp (current prices,
Us billion dollars)
Gdp per capita (Us dollars)
Inflation (% var.)
Import volume of goods (% var.)
Export volume of goods (% var.)
Unemployment (% var.)
Population (milion people)

474.6
44,139
0,0
-11.6
-10.8
7.9
10.8

Source: Imf (International monetary fund).

*estimate

2010
2.4
472.5
43,592
2.3
6.9
8.5
8.3
10.8

2011
1.8
514.6
46,989
3.5
4.1
4.6
7.2
10.9

2012*
0.0
476.8
43,175
2.8
-0.9
-0.7
7.4
11.0

WOODWORKING MACHINERY IMPORT/EXPORT (Mio Euro)
Export
Import

2009
62.1
123.9

2010
70.9
142.4

2011
84.0
138.4

Var. % 11/10
18.5
-2.8

2011
2,075.0
2,277.5

Var. % 11/10
8.9
8.3

Source: Intracen.

WOOD IMPORT/EXPORT (Mio Euro)
Export
Import

2009
1,692.9
1,906.2

2010
1,905.7
2,101.7

Source: Intracen.

WOODEN FURNITURE IMPORT/EXPORT (Mio Euro)
Export
Import

2009
681.9
1,123.0

2010
673.5
1,080.3

2011
647.0
1,061.0

Var. % 11/10
-3.9
-1.8

Source: Intracen.
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DECEMBER
21-24 December
Burmawood
www.myanmar-expo.com
• Yangoon (Myanmar)
Woodworking technologies

JANUARY 2013
14-19 January
Bau
www.bau-muenchen.com
• Munich (Germany)
Constructing and architecture
14-20 January
Imm Cologne
www.imm-cologne.com/
• Cologne (Germany)
Furniture
14-20 January
Living Kitchen
The international kitchen show
www.livingkitchen-cologne.com/
• Cologne (Germany)
Furniture

17-20 January
Zow Istanbul
International exhibition
of components and accessories
for the wood industry
www.zow.com.tr/
• Istanbul (Turkey)
Semifinished products, components and supplies
18-22 January
Meuble Paris
www.meuble-paris.net/
• Paris (France)
Furniture

13-16 February
Samulegno
Biennial woodworking
machinery fair
www.samulegno.it
• Pordenone (Italy)
Woodworking technologies
18-21 February
Zow Bad Salzuflen
www.zow.de/en/
• Bad Salzuflen (Germany)
Semifinished products,
components and supplies

23-26 January
Expopromueble
www.promueble.com.mx
• Mexico City (Mexico)
Woodworking technologies

18-21 February
Medex
www.expotim.com
• Tehran (Iran)
Semifinished products,
components and supplies

24-27 January
Klimahouse
International fair on energy
efficient construction
www.klimahouse.it
• Bolzano (Italy)
Constructing and architecture

19-22 February
Eurobois
Construction and woodworking
machinery fair
www.eurobois.net
• Lion (France)
Woodworking technologies

31 January - 3 February
Delhiwood
www.delhi-wood.com/
• New Delhi (India)
Woodworking technologies

FEBRUARY 2013
13-16 February
Happy business to you
www.happybusinesstoyou.it
• Pordenone (Italy)
Constructing and architecture
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MARCH 2013
5-9 March
Miff
Malaysian International furniture fair
www.miff.com.my
• Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia)
Furniture
6-8 March
Woodmac China
www.woodmacchina.net
• Shanghai (China)
Woodworking technologies

FAIRS

7-9 March
Klimainfisso
www.fierabolzano.it/klimainfisso/
• Bolzano (Italy)
Constructing and architecture
11-13 March
Wood Expo China
International Timber Trade Fair
www.topepm.net
• Shanghai (China)
Wood
14-17 March
Legno&Edilizia
www.legnoeedilizia.com
• Verona (Italy)
Constructing and architecture
18-22 March
Fimma Brazil
www.fimma.com.br
• Bento Goncalves (Brasil)
Woodworking technologies
21-24 March
Expoedilizia
www.expo-edilizia.it
• Rome (Italy)
Constructing and architecture

27-30 March
Interzum Guangzhou
International exhibition
of woodworking machinery
and furniture industry
sub-supplies
www.interzum-guangzhou.com
• Guangzhou (China)
Semifinished products,
components and supplies

APRIL 2013
3-6 April
Umids
www.umids.ru
• Krasnodar (Russia)
Furniture
9-11 April
Wood and Woodworking
Machinery Show
www.dubaiwoodshow.com
• Dubai (Uae)
Woodworking technologies

21-23 March
Woodex for Africa
www.woodexforafrica.com/
• Johannesburg (Africa)
Woodworking technologies
21-24 March
Bmt
www.visusplenus.lt
• Vilnius (Lituania)
Semifinished products,
components and supplies
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9-14 April
iSaloni (Salone del mobile,
Salone ufficio, Salone satellite,
Euroluce, Eurocucina)
www.cosmit.it
• Rho-Pero (Italy)
Furniture
10-13 April
Bws
www.messe.at
• Salzburg (Austria)
Woodworking technologies
16-19 April
Drema
www.drema.pl
• Poznan (Poland)
Woodworking technologies
23-27 April
Technomebel
www.eventseye.com
• Sofia (Bulgaria)
Furniture

MAY 2013
6-10 May
Ligna
World fair for the forestry
and wood industry
www.ligna.de/
• Hannover (Germany)
Woodworking technologies
13-16 May
Interzum
www.interzum.com/
• Cologne (Germany)
Semifinished products,
components and supplies

AUGUST 2013
21-24 August
Aseanwood Woodtech
www.biztradeshows.com/tradeevents/aseanwood-woodtechmalaysia.html
• Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia)
Woodworking technologies

SEPTEMBER 2013

JUNE 2013
20-22 June
Asturforesta
www.asturforesta.com
• Tineo (Spain)

JULY 2013
2-6 July
Fitecma
Wood industry and furniture
exhibition
www.fitecma.com.ar
• Buenos Aires (Argentina)
Woodworking technologies
24-27 July
Awfs Vegas
www.awfsfair.org
• Las Vegas (Usa)
Woodworking technologies

2-4 September
Spoga+Gafa
Garden trade fair
www.spoga-cologne.com/
• Cologne (Germany)
Furniture
10-13 September
Tekhnodrev Siberia
www.restec.ru
• Krasnoyarsk (Russia)
Woodworking technologies
11-14 September
Fmc China
www.expo.fmcchina.com.cn/
• Shanghai (China)
Furniture
24-27 September
Lisderevmash
www.lisderevmash.ua/en/
• Kiev (Ukraine)
Woodworking technologies

“OUR” EXHIBITIONS 2012
Xylon is present at:

23-26 January
Expopromueble
Mexico City
31 January - 3 February
Delhi Wood
Delhi
18-22 March
Fimma Brasil
Bento Goncalves
21-23 March
Woodex for Africa
Johannesburg
3-6 April
Umids
Krasnodar
23-27 April
Technomebel
Sofia
6-10 May
Ligna
Hannover
2-6 July
Fitecma
Buenos Aires
24-27 July
Awfs
Las Vegas

You can find the updated list of exhibitions on www.xylon.it
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CONTACTS

PRODUCTION SYSTEMS AND TECHNOLOGIES

Primary processing
CURSAL srl
ANGELO CREMONA spa
Viale Lombardia, 275
I-20052 Monza (MI)
phone +39 02 660381
fax +39 02 6603825
www.angelo-cremona.com
mailbox@angelo-cremona.com
Machinery and services for plywood
and sliced veneer production.
Peeling lines, dryers, presses
and finishing lines; horizontal,
vertical and rotary slicers,
press dryers and clipping lines.

BONGIOANNI srl
Via Provinciale Revello, 89
I-12030 Envie (CN)
phone +39 0175 277261
fax +39 0175 277265
www.bongioanni.com
info@bongioanni.com
Vertical and horizontal log band
saws. Log carriages with variable axis.
Canter. Integrated working units
with circular blade. Vertical and
horizontal band resaw systems.
Multi-rip saws and edgers. Log
profiling units. Complete sawmill
systems for mass production.

COSTRUZIONI MECCANICHE
MODESTO NINO srl
Via Ciro Di Pers 68
I-33030 Majano (UD)
phone +39 0432 959036
fax +39 0432 959036
www.modesto.it - info@modesto.it

The easiest way
to find
the partner
you need...

Via Bradolini, 38/a I-31020 San Fior (TV)
phone +39 0438 400963
fax +39 0438 401851
www.cursal.com - info@cursal.com
Cross cutting-Top speed
optimization-Automation
Cursal is the specialized Italian
company that produces the most
complete series of: crosscut saws
for wood and assimilated;
loading-unloading automations;
turnkey solutions and customised
cutting configurations for small,
medium, large sections; integration
into processing cycles from the large
sawmill production to semi-finished;
specific accessories and modular
components: Nc with software
interfaces, optical scanners for
automatic detection of
lengths-widths-defects, moisture
meters, printers etc.; personalized
advice for advanced systems;
complete and, on time, domestic and
foreign mechanic/electronic support.

PRIMULTINI spa
Viale Europa, 70
I-36035 Marano Vicentino (VI)
phone +39 0445 560333
fax +39 0445 560334
www.primultini.it - info@primultini.it
Wood processing machinery
and systems for sawmills.
Vertical and tilted log band saws,
log carriages with independent
Headblocks, tandem headrig,
chipping canter, one-headrig
and Twin resaws, Multi Rip Saws,
manual and automatic edging
line and saw servicing equipment.

Our production of woodworking
machines: edger, cross-cutter.
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Primary processing

SICAR SPA
Via Lama 30
I-41012 Carpi (MO)
phone +39 059 633111
fax +39 059 690520
www.sicar.it - sicarspa.info@sicar.it
The Company Sicar spa produces
wood working machines with more
than 50 years of experience.
Thanks to the continuous technical
development and the strictly contact
with the international market
we are able to offer a complete
range of products for the small
and big industry.

Secondary processing

BIESSE spa
Via della Meccanica, 16
I-61122 Pesaro (PU)
phone +39 0721 439100
fax +39 0721 453248
www.biesse.com - sales@biesse.it
The Biesse Wood Division product
line includes panel sizing centres,
vertical panel saws, manual and
automatic edgebanders,
squaring/edgebanding machines,
sanders, cnc machining centres,
routers, through feed boring
and inserting machines, material
handling equipment and packaging.

DE STEFANI VALERIO & C snc
Via M.P. Virgilio, 16
I-20833 Birone di Giussano (MB)
phone +39 0362 310914
fax +39 0362 310915
www.destefanimacchine.com
info@destefanimacchine.com
For over 30 years, De Stefani designs
and manufactures sanding machine
for panels edges and profiles.
Single or double sided edge sanding
machines equipped to sand flat
and shaped edges on raw or
lacquered panels. Combined
machines for panel edges foiling.
Edge Buffing and polishing machines
for High Gloss finishing panels.
Profile sanding – denibbing
machines equipped with abrasive
belt or wheel to sand raw
or laquered mouldings.
Angle profile gluing and assembling
machines for door frames.
Double end profile cutting machines.

EBS srl
Via Del Lavoro 32/A
I-36016 Thiene (VI)
phone +39 0445364334
fax +39 0445370878
www.ebsbordatrici.it
ebs@ebsbordatrici.it
The company Ebs is specialized
in the production of automatic
edge-bander for the hobbist and the
small/big industry. The range includes
manual trimming and edge-banding
machine and in particular high
quality and reliability automatic
edge-banding machines projected
by an high-qualified technical staff.
The total aim of the company have
always been the continuous
improvement of the machine’s
quality, research and development.
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ELWOOD snc
di Bossi Franco e c.
Viale Industria, 66/2
I-27029 Gambolò (PV)
phone +39 0381 641279
fax +39 0381 648791
www.elwoodmac.it
info@elwoodmac.it
Over 30 years of experience
in designing and manufacturing
a wide range of edge banding
machines for both small and medium
companies and for industrial
productions.

ESSETRE spa
Via del Terziario, 20 I-36016 Thiene (VI)
phone +39 0445 365999
fax +39 0445 360195
www.essetre.com - info@essetre.com
Cnc machining centers to carry out
beams, roofs and wooden
elements for prefabricated houses,
structures for playgrounds,
walls and "block house”.
Cnc machining centers for
processing windows, doors,
arches, interior doors and stairs.
Automatic trimming line
for the automatic trimming
of pvc on doors and panels.
Automatic lines for milling,
cutting, edging plans
for kitchen tops and shelves.
Cnc machining centers for machining
curved elements, chairs, frames,
sofas, furniture. Cnc machining
centers for processing specific
doors and panels.
Automatic lines for carrying
out boring and milling
on furniture elements as drawers'
fonts, doors of wardrobes.
Special machines on request.

Dust extraction
systems and filtration

SCM GROUP spa
NUOVA PROGETTI snc
by Clerici Roberto & Rossetti Filippo
Design and manufactoring
of wood working machinery
Via Bonifica, 6
I-27030 Sant’Angelo Lomellina (PV)
phone +39 0384 55189 / 938018
fax +39 0384 559984
www.nuovaprogettimacchine.it
nuovaprogetti@arubapec.it
nuovaprogetti@libero.it
Cn milling machines; anuba machines;
cn working centers;
lines of production and special
machines for doors and frames;
automatic screwing of locks and
counterplates; wide range
of accessories and solutions.

PUTSCH-MENICONI spa
Via Irlanda, 1 I-53036 Poggibonsi (SI)
phone + 39 0577 90311
fax + 39 0577 979335
www.putschmeniconi.com
info@putschmeniconi.com
Manual and automatic vertical panel
saws for cutting wooden panels,
plastic and acm products. Welded
steel frames, to grant rigidity and
precision. Special applications
allowing the possibility to make also
grooving on sandwich panels for
folding. Automatic horizontal beam
saws with many different
configurations accordingly
to the panel sizes and thickness
requirements.

Via Emilia, 77 I-47900 Rimini
phone +39 0541 700111
fax +39 0541 700232
www.scmgroup.com
scmgroup@scmgroup.com
Woodworking machinery:
the widest range of products.

CONTROL LOGIC srl
Via Ennio, 25 I-20137 Milano
phone +39 02 54100818
fax +39 02 54100764
www.controllogic.it
controllogic@controllogic.it
Spark detectors and fire
extinguishing systems for
industrial dust extraction systems.

VEBA MECCANICA srl
Via Emilia, 1678 I-47020 Longiano (FC)
phone +39 0547 54323
fax +39 0547 54029
www.veba.it - info@veba.it
The product range is wide in the
sector of traditional woodworking
machines: thicknessing planers,
surface planers, combined
surface-thicknessing planers,
circular saws, spindle moulders,
combined saw-spindle moulder,
universal combined machines,
band-saws.

MARIO ZAFFARONI & FIGLI srl
Via Centro Industriale Europeo, 24
I-22078 Turate (CO)
phone +39 02 9688453
fax +39 02 9682718
www.zaffaroni.com
info@zaffaroni.com
Panel processing machines and plants.
Special multi-blades panel saws,
longitudinal milling machines
with rollers feeding, working centres
for the “Folding” technology,
flooring industry technology,
doors and modern furnishing
industry technology.

O.M.A. IMPIANTI srl
Via Ponticelli, 51
I-51018 Pieve a Nievole (PT)
phone +39 0572 950148
fax +39 0572 953388
www.omaimpianti.com
info@omaimpianti.com
Components and suction plants
for dusts, smokes, fumes. Air
cleaning. Dry and water painting
booths. Pressurized painting plants.
Cleaners with activated charcoal
for solvents. Suction benches and
booths for the sanding powders.
Separator cyclones. Electric fans.
Inverters for the saving of energy.
Filtering groups and handled
sub-stations with mechanical
and automatic cleaning in
counter-current with compressed
air. Storage silos. Sparks bearing
system and automatic extinguishing.
Mills and refiners for wood.
Briquetts presses. Dryers. Pellets
presses. Complete plants for pellets
production. Boilers and warm air
generators for solid fuels.
Industrial insonorizations.
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Surface finishing
ELMAG spa
Viale Elvezia, 35 I-20052 Monza (MB)
phone +39 039 23611
fax +39 039 328202
www.elmag.it - info@elmag.it

CEFLA FINISHING GROUP
Via Bicocca 14/c
I-40026 Imola (BO)
phone +39 0541 653441
fax +39 0542 653444
www.ceflafinishinggroup.com
cefla.finishing@cefla.it
Cefla Finishing Group worldwide
leader in the finishing of wooden,
plastic and non-ferrous material
products - designs and manufactures
turnkey painting and wrapping lines
for the wood, glass, metal and plastic
industries, tailored on customer
needs and requirements.

CMA ROBOTICS spa
Via Pier Paolo Pasolini, 35/15
I-33040 Pradamano (UD)
phone +39 0432 640172
fax +39 0432 640018
www.cmarobotics.com
info@cmarobot.it
Company specialized in fulfillment of
robotized solutions for painting chairs,
tables and assembled furniture.

Lacquering and printing lines for
furniture panels, hardboard, mdf or
chipboard panels, doors or parquet
flooring with roller or curtain coating
technology and uv or hot air drying
systems. Automatic and robotic spray
lines with vertical dryers,
flat or uv dryers. Lacquering and
printing on coils.

MAURI MACCHINE srl
Via M. Comacini, 12
I-22072 Cermenate (CO)
phone +39 031 771374
fax +39-031 773500
www.maurimacchine.com
commerciale@maurimacchine.com
Finishing machines and lines
for mouldings. Finishing machines
and lines for flat and raised panels.
Finishing machines and lines
for doors and windows.
Special finishing machines and lines.

EPISTOLIO srl
Painting Robot Division
Via Europa, 5 I-21040 Morazzone (VA)
phone +39 0332 879573
fax +39 0332 223666
www.epistoliorobot.com
info@epistolio.com
Epistolio srl – Painting Robot Division,
with a 20 years experience
in developing and constructing
anthropomorphic and cartesian
robots, offers a comprehensive range
of complete solutions for automated
industrial painting applications
in the woodworking industry.

TECNOAZZURRA srl
Via del Tesoro, 210 I-47827 Verucchio
Fraz. Villa Verucchio (RN)
phone +39 0541 678225-678078
fax 39 0541 671144
www.tecnoazzurra.it
info@tecnoazzurra.it
Industrial painting machines as: dry
painting booth, water painting booths,
pressurising painting system
and suspended transport lines.

VD srl
GIARDINA FINISHING srl
Via V. Necchi, 63
I-22060 Figino Serenza (CO)
phone +39 031 7830801
fax +39 031 78165
www.giardinagroup.com
info@giardinagroup.com
Finishing plants for the furniture
and construction industry with
application by spray, by roller coaters
and curtain coaters and drying
by Uv dryers, vertical dryers, linear
dryers with microwaves technology.
Complete finishing plants for doors
and windows.
Spray booths.
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Via U. Foscolo, 42/44
I-20034 Birone di Giussano (MB)
phone +39 0362 311308
fax +39 0362 335887
www.vdsrl.it
commerciale@vdsrl.it
Finishing systems for plastic,
glass and wood products.
Roller coater machines, curtain coaters,
spray robot with single and double
head, spraying machines, hot air,
UV and vertical ovens.

Timber dryers

Auxiliary machines
and equipments

PRIBO srl

TERMOLEGNO srl
Via del Sile, 4 - Località Rauscedo
I-33095 San Giorgio della Richinvelda (PN)
phone +39 0427 94190/949802
fax +39 0427 949900
www.termolegno.com
info@termolegno.com
Termolegno: the value of drying
Dryers from 10m3 up to 250 m3,
pre-dryers, mini-dryers, tunnel-type
systems, turnkey drying plants,
dryers for the plant-health thermal
treatment of wooden crates,
control systems, steaming kiln,
electronic moisture tester.

Handling
and commissioning

Via Nazionale, 12 I-38080 Lardaro (TN)
phone +39 0465 901945
fax +39 0465 901959
www.pribo.it - info@pribo.it

VISCAT FULGOR srl
Viale Santuario, 42
I- 26012 Castelleone (CR)
P.O. Box 52 Castelleone
phone +39 0374 58217
fax +39 0374 57942
www.viscatfulgor.com
info@viscatfulgor.com
Viscat Fulgor, for over 50 years a
leader in the production of flash
butt welding machines, welding
machines for large band saw blades,
sharpening and file sharpening
machines, setting machines, brazing
machines, high-frequency generators
for induction braze-welding and
dust suction units.

Software

From over 40 years we propose
integrated solutions in material
handling and industrial automation
sector. Highly personalisable and
specific systems for furniture
assembling, the automatic storage
and the handling.
Automatic warehouses,
lazer guided vehiculs (lgv),
robotized islands, conveyors,
sorter systems, assembling lines,
tilting units, management softwares.

Design, production, installation,
training, technical service for sawmill
machines and plants.
Machines and plants for timber
handling, debarkers for hard-wood
and soft-wood. Technology for
sawmill. Sorting plants up to 50
boxes, stacking and destacking lines
for planks, chipping plants for logs
and discards, plants for poles
processing, planing machines for
round poles, planing lines with
automatic loading and unloading,
impregnation machines.
Machines for the production
of shavings for animal litters.
Grinders for pallets and wood cases.
Assembly tables for carpenters.

Green economy,
use of residual wood

CASSIOLI srl
Place Guardavalle, 63
I-53049 Torrita Di Siena (SI)
phone +39 0577 684511
fax +39 0577 686084
www.cassioli.com - info@cassioli.com

Delivery
of complete plants

DDX srl
Via G. Donizetti, 109/111
I-24030 Brembate di Sopra (BG)
phone +39 035 621093
fax +39 035 333723
www.ddxgroup.com
info@ddxgroup.com
DDX develops Cad/Cam/Cim
software solutions:
“EasyWOOD” for panel and solid
wood machining using
3, 4 and 5 axis;
“EasyBEAM” for structures, houses,
walls, beams, rooves, gazebo, etc.;
“PowerSTAIRS” for staircases
design and manufacturing;
“PowerWIN” for any kind
of windows, french doors, internal
doors, entry doors and shutters.

ECOMEC srl
Via del Mella 57/59
I-25131 Brescia
phone +39 030 2680515 - 2680503
fax +39 030 2680890
www.por-srl.it
ecomec@por-srl.it
Construction of briquetting presses
and grinders for the recovery
of wood waste, dust, textile,
nonferrous materials, etcetera
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Tools and auxiliaries

FINK srl - Woodworking tools

ALIPRANDI snc
Aliprandi Luca, Maurizio e
Paola
Via Manzoni, 10 I-20845 Sovico (MB)
phone +39 039 2013530
fax +39 039 2013491
www.aliprandi.it - aliprandi@aliprandi.it
The Firm Aliprandi is specialized
in the production of wood working
tools in solid carbide and
carbide-tipped, both standard
and special production.

Via G. Giusti, 15 I-20052 Monza (MB)
phone +39 039 386961-2
fax +39 039 361458
www.finktools.com - fink@finktools.com
Since 1924 Fink produces complete
sets of tools for windows, helicoidal
cutterheads, cutterheads for profiled
kinves, cutters in Hw welded,
circular saw blades, dia tools,
boring bits, solid carbide routers,
tools for cnc macchines,
trimming hoggers.

SISTEMI srl UNIPERSONALE
Via Montanelli, 70 I-61100 Pesaro (PU)
phone +39 0721 28950
fax +39 0721 283476
www.sistemiklein.com
info@sistemiklein.com
Tools for wood-alu and plastic
material working. Tools for automatic
boring machines and router bits for
cnc router machines. M.Conti
measuring devices for the
woodworking industry.
Special devices for door
and windows manufacturers.

UTENSILTECNICA srl
C.P. UTENSILI snc
di Crescentini Roberta & C.
Via Montanelli, 71 I-61122 Pesaro (PU)
phone +39 0721 282420
fax +39 0721 281893
www.cpwoodtools.com
office@cputensili.it - sales@cputensili.it
CP Utensili, a company which
process woodworking tools since
1968, is the ideal partner for tooling
solution on demand.
The German Quality Norm
“BG-Prüfzert” for the high
production standard and
an export quote of 80% confirms
the international prestige
of the company.
Flexibility and fast delivery
was always the way to success.

FAPIL srl
Via A. Locatelli, 51/A
I-24019 Zogno (BG)
phone +39 0345 91179
fax +39 0345 92726
www.fapil.it - fapil@fapil.it
Since 1959, Fapil’s mission has been
to design and build cutting tools for
machining wood, board materials
and plastics. Specialists in cnc tooling.

FUL - FABBRICA UTENSILI
LAVORAZIONE LEGNO srl
Via L. Fumagalli, 22
I-22066 Mariano Comense (CO)
phone +39 031 756037
fax +39 031 756851
www.fultools.it - fultools@fultools.it
Ful srl has been producing tools
for the woodworking, plastic and
aluminium for more than 30 years.

Via Ca’ Giorgino, 2
I-47837 Montegridolfo (RN)
phone +39 0541 855202/855274
fax +39 0541 855255
www.utensiltecnica.com
utensiltecnica@utensiltecnica.com
Production of specials mechanical
fixing and diamond tools
for wood working cnc machinery.

ZUANI srl

LEITZ ITALIA srl
Industriezone, 9 I-39011 Lana (BZ)
phone +39 0473 563533
fax +39 0473 562139
www.leitz.org - lana@leitz.org
Leitz is a leading technology
manufacturer of machine-driven
precision tools and process designed
tool systems for the professional
processing of solid wood, wood
derived and plastic materials.
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Via dell'Artigiano, 57
I-38068 Rovereto (TN)
phone +39 0464 433183
fax +39 0464 436316
www.zuani.it - info@zuani.it
Zuani Company is a leading
Italian manufacture of tools for
the Woodworking industry.
We are producers of high precision
tooling with tc reversible tips
as well as reversible profiling
cutters for cnc automatic
and traditional woodworking
machineries for wooden windows,
doors and furnitures production.

Lacquers

SEMI-FINISHED PRODUCTS AND SUPPLIES
Agents
and wood trades

Adhesives and glues

DURANTE & VIVAN SPA
Via Giuseppe Garibaldi, 23
I-33080 Ghirano di Prata (PN)
phone +39 0434 605211
fax +39 0434 605204
www.durante-vivan.com
info@durante-vivan.com

INDUSTRIA CHIMICA
ADRIATICA spa
Via Sandro Pertini, 52
I-62012 Civitanova Marche (MC)
phone +39 0733 8080
fax +39 0733 808140
www.icaspa.com - info@icaspa.com
Polyurethane coatings, water-based
coatings for interiors and exteriors,
uv-curing coatings, acrylic coatings,
polyester coatings, nitro coatings,
fire-retardant coatings
and pigmented coatings.
Products for parquet floors, special
effects, stains, impregnating agents,
glues and tintometric color systems.

BASSO LEGNAMI srl
Via Dell'Artigianato, 6
I-13040 Rovasenda (VC)
phone +39 0161 879797
fax +39 0161 879798
www.bassolegnami.com
basso@bassolegnami.com
Since 2004 our company has started
here in Italy the production
of 3-layer wood elements for
window and door building.
We have been gaining a lot of
experience during these years and
we can now offer them in several
wood species, such as: Okoumé,
Ozigo, Slavonjan Oak, Tulipier
and Lime. All elements are glued
employing a vinylic glue
pvac - d4 - en 205 only.

Glues and adhesives
for the woodworking and furniture
industry: hot melt, PVAc glues,
uf glues,polyurethane water
dispersion, solvent based adhesives.

ICA spa
Division ITALIAN COATINGS
Via Alcide De Gasperi, 73
I-36060 Romano D'Ezzelino (VI)
phone +39 0424 8386
fax +39 0424 37497
www.italiancoatings.com
info@italiancoatings.com
A new definition of Italian quality.

TRA.WOOD srl
Via Risorgimento, 46
I-20881 Bernareggio (MB)
phone +39 039 6180091
fax +39 039 6015532
Branch Torino: +39 011 8194519
www.trawood.it - info@trawood.it
North America: hardwoods
and softwoods.
Lumber, ripped strips, components
and laminated windows scantlings:
Hemlock, Douglas Fir, White Oak,
Ash.
Europe: laminated windows
scantlings and finger jointed.
Asia: laminated windows scantlings.
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X YLON
MADE-IN-ITALY IN THE WOODWORKING MACHINERY INDUSTRY

WOOD TECHNOLOGY, INDUSTRY, TRADE AND HANDICRAFTS

X YLON.it
THE ONLINE DAILY NEWSPAPER OF THE WOOD INDUSTRY

THE “MADE IN ITALY” MULTIMEDIA CHANNEL

Early information for better decisions…
Centro direzionale Milanofiori - 1° Strada - Palazzo F3 - I-20090 Assago (Milano)
phone +39 02 89210200 - fax +39 02 8259009 - info@xylon.it - www.xylon.it

Solutions to excellence.

The Biesse working center changes its face
Rover B G combines the performing capacities of the mobile table with the
precision and stability of the new Gantry structure. The high conﬁgurability of
the operating units, the optimized set-up of the working table and the various
available sizes of the basement make this machine ideal for craftsmen who
want to approach complex products, for companies with special and oversized
products and for designers with very different types of products.

Biesse S.p.A. - Via della Meccanica, 16 - 61122 Pesaro (Italy)
Tel.
e +39 0721 439100 - Fax
F +39 0721 439150 _ biesse.sales@biesse.com - www.biesse.com

